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JANUARY

1st January
1 Samuel 1:1-20
As we begin this book, a few words of introduction are
necessary. The first five books of the Bible are called
the Pentateuch, from two Greek words meaning ‘five
scrolls.’ The Jews call these five books the Torah (or
law). These five books are crucial for understanding
God and creation and the early story of Israel as a
nation in covenant with God. It is here that we find
God’s Law given through Moses at Sinai, including the
Ten Commandments. The next twelve books in the
Bible, after the Pentateuch, deal with Israel’s history.
The book of 1 Samuel is fourth in this group of
historical books. Originally, the books of 1 and 2
Samuel probably formed one book which was divided
into two scrolls because of its length. The book of 1
Samuel tells the story of Samuel, the last and greatest
of the Judges and of Saul, the first King of Israel.

2nd January
1 Samuel 1:1-10
As we see in the early verses of this passage, Hannah
was deeply troubled and distressed. Her situation was
not an easy one. Her husband Elkanah had two wives,
Peninnah and Hannah but, as we read in verse 2,
‘Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.’ This
was bad enough in a culture which valued children,
but her situation was made worse by the fact that
Peninnah provoked her and irritated her ‘year after
year’. Can we imagine what this must have been like
for Hannah? The only compensation in all of this for
Hannah was that her husband clearly loved her.
Indeed, he gave her a double portion of the sacrificial
meat offered to God at Shiloh. Sadly, Hannah was so
upset by her rival’s provocation, that she would not
eat it. Elkanah tried very hard to comfort her, but this
had no effect, so deep was Hannah’s distress and
sorrow. Soon, however, the Lord would come to her
and meet her need.

3rd January
1 Samuel 1:1-11
Hannah’s experience was the same as that of Sarah,
Rebeka and Rachel before her. It was not unique, but it
was no less painful. This was a troubled woman. Are
there troubled people reading this today? Someone in
the midst of sorrow, anger, bitterness, anguish and
grief? Perhaps not for the same reasons as Hannah but
real all the same. If you are in that situation, you
should know that there is nothing wrong with crying
out to the Lord in your sorrow, anger and bitterness.
Sometimes we mistakenly think that, as Christians, we
should not complain to God, that we should never be
angry with God, that we should never shout out at him
and to him in the midst of our bitterness and grief, but
we can. Don’t be afraid to cry out to God in the
bitterness of your soul.

4th January
1 Samuel 1:9-11
In the midst of her sorrow, Hannah still had faith in her
God. We find her praying to the Lord at the end of
verse 10 and then in verse 11 she takes a vow before
God. Hannah believed that God could change her
situation. She had faith in God. Notice three things
about her faith. First, it was rooted in the knowledge of
God. She did not have faith in just any God, she had
faith in the God of Israel, the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. Faith in anyone or anything else except the
living God is without value and without effect. The
second thing to notice about Hannah’s faith is that she
knew God could change her situation but there was no
presumption. Faith in God means to place ourselves in
God’s hands, trusting him but also trusting that in any
situation we cannot guarantee that God will do as we
ask. The third thing to notice about Hannah’s faith is
that it involved a commitment to action. In verse 11 she
said to God that if he answered her prayer, she would
dedicate her child to the Lord’s service. This was not
an attempt to bribe God or anything like that, it was
simply a recognition that when God acts on our behalf,
we have a responsibility to serve him. Do we have
faith like that?

5th January
1 Samuel 1:9-20
In these verses, we see Hannah’s prayer and its
results. Picture the situation. Hannah is standing in
the temple to God at Shiloh, pouring out her heart to
God in silent prayer. The old priest Eli saw her and
completely misunderstood the situation, thinking that
she was drunk. Hannah convinces Eli that she was not
drunk but was in fact in fervent prayer before the Lord
and he responds by saying ‘Go in peace and may the
God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.’
In the course of time, God answers Hannah’s prayer
and a boy was born. We’re told that she named him
Samuel because the Lord heard her prayer. Our
situations will probably be very different from that of
Hannah, but the core message of the story is the
same: God answers prayer.

6th January
1 Samuel 1:1-20
We read the whole passage again today to underline
the core message about prayer. Prayer is effective
because we are coming before a God who answers
prayer, in and through his son Jesus Christ, whom
himself told us to pray. Hannah’s prayer was
answered, and our prayers can be answered too. But
we must be as serious in our prayers as she was, and
not casual or careless. Arthus Wallis put it like this: ‘A
man is no bigger than his prayer life… In that coming
day when the hearts of men are revealed, a day which
is now nearer than when we first believed, there will
be some ‘big men’ who will appear very small, and
some we had thought small will appear as spiritual
giants. How different are spiritual values when God
takes them from the balances of human judgement
and weighs them in the balances of the sanctuary.’
How do we stand when judged in that light?

7th January
1 Samuel 1:20-28
Hannah says that she had named her son Samuel,
‘Because I asked the Lord for him’. Now, this godly
woman fulfils a promise she had made to the Lord.
She had said that, if the Lord gave her a son, ‘then I
will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life’
(verse 11). So, she takes Samuel to Eli at Shiloh, makes
the appropriate sacrifice according to the law and
presents her son to Eli for the service of God. We
have already seen that Hannah was a woman of
prayer. Now we see that she is a woman who keeps
her promises and fulfils her vows to the Lord. Have we
made promises to God (or before God) that we have
not kept? Then we must seek his forgiveness.

8th January
1 Samuel 2:1-11
In this prayer of Hannah, we see a woman who truly
knows God and has grasped something of his
character. Notice particularly verse 2: ‘There is no-one
holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there
is no Rock like our God. ’This tells us what God is in
himself (Holy), it tells us what God is towards his
people (a Rock) and it tells us that there is no other
God. She also says in verse 3: ‘the LORD is a God who
knows, and by him, deeds are weighed’. The more we
know God, the better we can pray. Hannah knew a
great deal about God and worshipped him. Too many
prayers ask for things and not enough prayers
worship God, with knowledge and understanding.

9th January
1 Samuel 2:12-17
Eli was a good and godly man but, as we learn in these
verses, his sons were not. Indeed, we are told that
they were ‘wicked men’. Through greed, they cheated
and threatened people who came to offer sacrifices
before the Lord. They did not follow the requirements
of God’s law. As we read in verse 17, ‘This sin of the
young men was very great in the LORD’s sight, for
they were treating the LORD’s offering with contempt’.
It is always sad when the children of believers go
astray and do not worship the Lord. It is even worse
when they pretend to be believers while being
concerned only for themselves and their own profit.
The Lord, however, is not mocked and judgement
would follow. God sees everything we do.

10th January
1 Samuel 2:18-26
Samuel ministered before the Lord and God blessed
his parents with five children, in answer to the prayers
of Eli for them. Meanwhile, Eli discovered the sin and
immorality of his two sons and challenged them, but
they ignored him. There is a chilling statement in
verse 25: ‘His sons, however, did not listen to their
father’s rebuke, for it was the LORD’s will to put them
to death.’ The Lord had passed judgement on them for
their sin and so did not grant to them the grace of
repentance, that they might turn back to the Lord and
find forgiveness. This is a warning not to trifle with
God and the things of God.

11th January
1 Samuel 2:27-36
A man of God came to Eli and prophesied judgement
upon his house and all his descendants. He also
prophesied that Eli’s two sons would die on the same
day. The honour of serving before the Lord would be
taken away from Eli’s family and given to others. The
reason for the judgement is summed up in verse 30:
‘Those who honour me I will honour, but those who
despise me will be disdained’. Sometimes when we
read the Scriptures we read of God’s judgement and to
our fallen, human minds, it seems harsh, but God is
always just. We are so marked by sin that we do not
understand what sin looks like in the eyes of a holy
God. Only when we see things from God’s perspective
can we understand his actions.

12th January
1 Samuel 3:1-10
This is the famous passage that many of us have
known since childhood, where God speaks to Samuel.
Three times God called Samuel and each time he went
to Eli, thinking it must have been him who was calling.
It was only after the third occasion when Eli realised
that this was the voice of God. At this time, we’re told
that ‘Samuel did not yet know the Lord’. He certainly
knew about God, since he was working in the temple
under Eli, but he did not yet have personal knowledge
of God. He was like so many people today who know
the Bible stories about God but have never come into
a personal knowledge of God, a personal relationship
with God. We might say that this was the day of
Samuel’s transformation into a child of God. Do you
know God in a personal way?

13th January
1 Samuel 3:1-21
We read the whole chapter today, to notice what it
teaches us about the word of God. First of all, verse 1:
‘In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there
were not many visions’. It was a barren period when
God’s word seemed to have been withdrawn. Then in
verse 7: ‘Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The
word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.’
Samuel still had to discover the word of God but
notice, it had to be ‘revealed’. We might read the Bible
but without the Holy Spirit, we will not recognise it as
God’s word. Next, we have verse 19: ‘The LORD was
with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his
words fall to the ground’ and verse 21: ‘The LORD
continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed
himself to Samuel through his word’. These verses
show us that God used his word to teach Samuel and
so that Samuel might grow up to become a man of
God. It is the word of God which nurtures and matures
us as believers.

14th January
1 Samuel 3:11-21
We don’t know what age young Samuel was at this
time but imagine how he must have felt as God
described what was going to happen to the house of
Eli. He was just a boy, yet he had been selected to
serve as the mouthpiece of God for the whole nation
of Israel. Eli, being the man of God he was, asked
Samuel to tell him what God had said and not to spare
his feelings. Having heard the judgement, it is a
tribute to his faith that Eli said, ‘He is the LORD; let
him do what is good in his eyes’. This is similar to
what Job said in the midst of his many troubles:
‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I
shall depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken
away; may the name of the LORD be praised’ (Job 1:21).
Is our trust in the Lord such that it sustains us in
times of great difficulty and even tragedy? The young
man Samuel, meanwhile, went on to become a mighty
man in the hands of God, as we read in verses 20-21.

15th January
1 Samuel 4:1-11
The Israelites lost in battle to the Philistines and 4,000
men were killed. They couldn’t understand why God
had allowed this, so they brought the Ark of the
Covenant from Shiloh, along with Eli’s sons, Hophni
and Phinehas. The Philistines were scared because
they had heard what the Lord had done to the
Egyptians, but they went into battle and defeated the
Israelites again. This time 30,000 Israelites were killed.
Worse still, the Ark of the Covenant was captured. In
the midst of all this, in fulfilment of the word God had
spoken to Samuel, Eli’s sons were both killed. We see
here a pattern which continues throughout Israel’s
history: when the people were right with God, then
victory came but when they were disobedient, defeat
came.

16th January
1 Samuel 4:12-22
When Eli hears the news about the death of his sons
and about the capture of the Ark of the Covenant, he
fell backwards off his chair, broke his neck and died.
Then his daughter-in-law died giving birth, naming her
son ‘Ichabod’ (literally ‘no glory’) for, as she said, ‘The
glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has
been captured’. The Ark of the Covenant was a symbol
of the presence of God among his people. They
understood that the living God could not be contained
in the Ark but that was where God has chosen to
‘presence’ himself, to be among his people. For the Ark
to be captured was an overwhelming tragedy. God,
however, remained the sovereign ruler of the
universe, working all things out for the good of his
people and for his own glory, as would soon become
apparent.

17th January
1 Samuel 5
The God we worship is a sovereign God. That is the
message of 1 Samuel 5. In this passage, we see
something of the awesome power of Almighty God.
These Philistines experienced the judgement of God.
They had stolen the Ark of the Covenant and God was
not pleased. These Philistines did not realise whom
they were dealing with. They had never come across a
God with such power. God made his displeasure clear,
as we see from verses 6, 9 and 11. Verse 6: ‘The LORD’s
hand was heavy upon the people of Ashdod and its
vicinity; he brought devastation upon them and
afflicted them with tumours.’ Verse 9: ‘So they moved
the ark of the God of Israel. But after they had moved
it, the LORD’s hand was against that city, throwing it
into a great panic. He afflicted the people of the city,
both young and old, with an outbreak of tumours.’
Verse 11: ‘So they called together all the rulers of the
Philistines and said, “Send the ark of the God of Israel
away; let it go back to its own place, or it will kill us
and our people.” For death had filled the city with
panic; God’s hand was very heavy upon it.’

18th January
1 Samuel 5
In this chapter, God struck down those who had
captured the Ark. The actions of God ought to make
us fear him. The Psalmist calls us to fear the Lord (see
Psalm 33:8-11). In Deuteronomy 10:12-13, Moses
addresses the people and also tells them to fear God.
If we ask what it means to ‘fear the Lord’ we must turn
to Deuteronomy 6:1-3. In that passage, there is a
connection stated: ‘so that you… may fear the LORD
your God… by keeping all his decrees and commands’.
How do we fear the Lord? By keeping his commands.
This is not the cringing fear of the person who is
being hurt or abused. Rather, it is fear in the sense of
awe, respect and submission. In other words, the fear
of the Lord is the recognition that our very lives are in
his hands. If people realised this, they would act
differently.

19th January
1 Samuel 6
In chapters 4 and 5 of 1 Samuel we read of how the
Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant of God.
God judged the Philistines for this act and wherever
the Ark went, it brought trouble on its captors. It was
quickly passed from pillar to post, and nobody wanted
it because people had heard what God had done to
those who accepted it into their towns. As we come to
1 Samuel 6, we discover that the Philistines had had
enough. They called for their priests and diviners and
asked them what they should do, and how they could
get the Ark of the Covenant back to its rightful place.
They were told what to do and followed the
instructions they were given. The Ark was duly
returned. This led to great celebrations. God had acted
to bring his Ark home to Israel. Notice, God did this
without help from the Israelites. We sometimes think
that God is dependent upon us but, of course, the
opposite is the case.

20th January
1 Samuel 6
We read this chapter again today to reflect on the
holiness of God. The Ark is returned but unfortunately,
some of them were more curious than was good for
them. They knew that the Ark was to be revered and
that no one except the priest was to look inside but
many of them took the opportunity to treat the Ark
(and its God) with disrespect, disobeying the clear
commands of the Lord. As a result, many of them died.
It was not only the Philistines who would be judged
for treating the Ark of the Covenant with disrespect.
In verse 20, after they had experienced the heavy
hand of the Lord in judgement, we read this, ‘the men
of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who can stand in the
presence of the LORD, this holy God?”‘ Notice those
words because this passage tells us that God is holy.
Holiness describes what God is like in and of himself.
That is to say, it tells us that the essential
characteristic of God is holiness. The Bible tells us
many things about God but when everything else is
stripped away, holiness is what characterises God.

21st January
1 Samuel 7:1-4
In these few verses, we see a description of true
repentance. In verse 2 of our passage, we are told that
the people of God ‘mourned and sought after the
Lord.’ First of all they ‘mourned.’ The Lord had allowed
their enemies to defeat them because of their sin but
now they recognise that sin and seek to turn from it.
Second, they ‘sought after the Lord'. There was a
determination to seek God’s face and seek God’s
forgiveness. If we take these two together, the turning
from sin and the seeking the Lord, we have
repentance. They genuinely turned away from their
sin and they turned to the Lord. Both are necessary.
To turn away from sin but without seeking the Lord
would be like turning over a new leaf – we would be
depending upon our own willpower and would soon
fail again. To seek the Lord but without forsaking our
sin would also be ineffective. We cannot seek God’s
face while continuing to live in ways which are
contrary to his will and law.

22nd January
1 Samuel 7:3-9
Here Samuel, as the great Judge and leader of Israel,
makes intercession for the people before God. First
(verses 3-4) he says that if their turning to the Lord is
genuine then God would deliver them from the hands
of their enemies. That is God’s promise to the people
of Israel, made through Samuel. The people having
pleaded with Samuel, he now prays for them. Notice
verse 5 of our passage: ‘Then Samuel said, “Assemble
all Israel at Mizpah and I will intercede with the LORD
for you.”‘ Then read the second part of verse 9: ‘He
(Samuel) cried out to the LORD on Israel’s behalf, and
the LORD answered him.’ The most neglected weapon
in the armoury of every Christian is prayer. We have
all these examples in Scripture of how God acted in
response to prayer, yet we don’t take that seriously
enough. Do we believe that God answers prayer?

23rd January
1 Samuel 7:10-17
In verses 10-11 we see how the Lord delivered Israel
from the Philistines. There can be no doubt, but that
God comes to the aid of his people when they cry out
to him. Think of the Exodus, the stories of the Judges
and so on. Can God answer our prayers to deliver the
Church in the west today from sin, liberalism, denial of
the truth of Scripture, immorality and plain
disobedience which is everywhere evident? Of course,
he can. He is the all-powerful God. More than that, he
has demonstrated in the past what he can do. Notice
verse 12: ‘Then Samuel took a stone and set it up
between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer,
saying, “Thus far has the LORD helped us.”‘ That is it in
a nutshell. Just as the Lord has helped us before, so he
will help us again.

24th January
1 Samuel 8:1-5
We come this morning to one of the most significant
points in the history of the people of Israel. This
passage marks the transition from leadership by
Judges to leadership by Kings. As our chapter opens,
we find the elders of Israel coming to Samuel and
asking for a king. The first reason for this request was
a real dissatisfaction with Samuel’s sons, Joel and
Abijah. They were dishonest men who took bribes and
perverted justice. The second reason why the elders
of Israel wanted a king is found in verse 5: ‘appoint a
king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.’
Their first reason for wanting a king, the wickedness
of Samuel’s sons, was perhaps a good reason. They
wanted the leadership of the nation to be placed in
better hands. This second reason, however, was much
more serious. They wanted to be like the other
nations. The problem was that they were not like the
other nations, they were God’s chosen people. The
desire to be like others, when God has called us to be
different, always leads to compromise and sin.

25th January
1 Samuel 8:6-21
Samuel was very displeased by the request for a king;
indeed, he was angry with the people. It would seem
from verse 7 that he regarded their request as a
rejection of his leadership. God had to reassure him
that the request for a king was really a rejection of
God. At God’s command, Samuel told the people all
that a king would do and what he would cost them
and the problems he would bring to them, but they
would not listen. Samuel’s leadership was nearing the
end, and nothing would ever be the same again for
Israel. Indeed, after the death of the third king, Israel
would split into two separate nations and ultimately
both nations would go into exile. No wonder that
Samuel was grieved and that he tried to persuade
them against this idea but all to no avail. Do we ever
choose our way instead of God’s way?

26th January
1 Samuel 9:1-17
The significance of this passage is that we meet Saul
for the first time, the man who would become the first
King of Israel. Who would have thought that some lost
donkeys would lead to Samuel identifying the first
King of Israel? The Providence of God is very
mysterious. Sometimes a seemingly random sequence
of events can lead us to the place where God meets
with us, and our lives are completely changed. As far
as Saul was concerned, he was simply obeying his
father’s instructions to take one of the servants and go
look for the lost donkeys. In fact, God was bringing
him to Samuel. God does not work his purpose by
interfering with our freedom. Saul’s father made a
decision, Saul accepted it and the search for the
donkeys began. As far as they were concerned, they
had made decisions and were following out the
consequences of those decisions. Behind it all,
however, God was working out his purpose. Do we see
God at work in the circumstances of our lives?

27th January
1 Samuel 9:18-27
Although this passage describes the first meeting
between Samuel and Saul, the really important point
of the story is what God is doing. When we read the
previous passage, we noted that God led Saul to
Samuel by the most unusual circumstance of the lost
donkeys! Now we see more of God’s preparation. The
day before Saul arrives, God speaks to Samuel and
tells him what to do. Samuel is surprised to have been
expected (the special portion of meat which had been
set aside for a special guest the day before!). He also
cannot understand why he should be treated in this
way because he was from a small tribe and an
unimportant family. The message is that God, in his
sovereignty, prepares the way. Remember, God does
not just act in the cases of important people like Saul
and Samuel but in each of our lives. How is God
leading you?

28th January
1 Samuel 10:1-8
Samuel takes Saul aside privately and, as God’s
representative, anoints Saul as King. This was done
privately because a day would come when he would
be chosen by the people and a formal coronation
would take place. Samuel then made three prophesies
about what would happen in the next day or two in
order to confirm the truth of the anointing and to
reassure the young man Saul as to what he ought to
expect. All of this was designed to reassure Saul that
what Samuel had said was true and that he really was
God’s anointed one. Then Samuel makes the most
important statement of all: ‘The Spirit of the LORD will
come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with
them, and you will be changed into a different person.’
This surely bears comparison with 2 Corinthians 5:17,
‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!’

29th January
1 Samuel 10:9-27
In this passage, the Holy Spirit comes upon Saul. This
raises a question: Is the work of the Holy Spirit in the
Old Testament different from the work of the Holy
Spirit in the New Testament?
In the Old Testament, a significant part of the work of
the Holy Spirit was to come upon prophets and kings
and leaders and to anoint them with power and to
enable them to fulfil their function and do what was
expected of them. Thus, the Holy Spirit came down
upon Saul when he became king. Due to his sin and
disobedience, however, the Holy Spirit was later taken
from him. This is to be distinguished from the other
work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. He
reveals God, through prophecy and the giving of the
Scriptures and he works in individual lives, in renewal
and sanctification. All of this is to be distinguished
again from the work of the Holy Spirit after Christ,
when he takes all that, the exalted Christ has down
and applies it to believers. Everything has changed
because Christ’s work is completed, and Jesus has
been exalted. Now he sends his Spirit upon his
people. On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes
in power on all believers, and he continues this work
today. Every Christian has been baptised in the Holy
Spirit and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

30th January
1 Samuel 11
Yesterday, we saw that the Holy Spirit came upon Saul
in power and God changed Saul’s heart. In this
chapter, we see that the Spirit comes on Saul again,
this time to prepare him for battle. In particular, the
Holy Spirit gave him courage for this task. In 10:25,
when Samuel wanted to publicly proclaim Saul as king,
he was nowhere to be found. Eventually, they
discovered him hiding behind the baggage. In this
chapter we find him calling the nation together and
leading them in battle against their enemies. Can this
really be the same man who was hiding, afraid to
come out? It was very important that the king was a
man of courage and so that was what God by his Holy
Spirit made him. A king in those days had to be a
warrior king. He was the one who would lead the
people into battle, defend them from their enemies
and so on. That was the kind of king the people
wanted. God prepared and equipped him for the task.
In the same way, God prepares and equips us for
every task he calls us to undertake.

31st January
1 Samuel 11:1-11
Yesterday we noted that when the Holy Spirit came
upon Saul, he was given courage. We read in verse 6
that when the Holy Spirit came upon him something
else happened as well: ‘When Saul heard their words,
the Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he
burned with anger'. We often think of anger as a bad
thing, something to be avoided but there is such a
thing as a righteous anger. This surely brings to mind
the story of Jesus taking a whip and clearing the
moneychangers out of the temple (John 2:13-16). When
we see injustice, when we see people being treated
badly, there ought to be a righteous anger. It is part of
our spiritual calling to speak and act for the poor, the
oppressed and those who cannot speak for
themselves.

FEBRUARY

1st February
1 Samuel 11:12-15
In these verses, we see the wisdom of Saul. At the end
of chapter ten, after Samuel had declared Saul to be
the king, we find that this was not unanimously
welcomed. In today’s passage, we find that after Saul
had been victorious in battle, some people wanted to
bring out those who opposed Saul’s kingship and kill
them. Saul was not of this view: ‘No-one shall be put
to death today, for this day the LORD has rescued
Israel'. This shows wisdom on Saul’s part. From a
human point of view, it would have been so easy to
allow revenge on those who had opposed him.
Suddenly he had the power of life and death over
people. Many people who have had that kind of power
have abused it. Saul wisely acted in a different way.
This is only one example of the wisdom that we see in
Saul during his early days. Remember, wisdom is not
knowledge or information. It is possible to be very
intelligent or very well-read and yet to lack wisdom.
Without wisdom, however, we cannot understand
anything (see Psalm 111:10).

2nd February
1 Samuel 11:12-15
The last point to be made about these verses is that
Saul demonstrates real humility, which is a God-given
virtue. In verse 13 Saul says, ‘this day the Lord has
rescued Israel'. Saul might well have claimed the
credit for himself. After all, he called the people
together, he organised them and he led them into
battle. Instead, he gives the glory to God and
demonstrates humility which comes from the Spirit.
Humility is not a natural condition, but a condition
brought about by the Spirit of God. As we read in
Proverbs 15:33: ‘The fear of the LORD teaches a man
wisdom, and humility comes before honour'. Humility
is one of the attributes which Paul tells the believers
they should ‘put on’ having taken off the old sinful
ways (Colossians 3:12). Peter says the same thing (1
Peter 5:5-6). James shows that wisdom and humility go
together (James 3:13).

3rd February
1 Samuel 12:1-5
Samuel, who was the last and greatest of the Judges,
now takes his farewell of the people of Israel. He was
their leader for some years and God used him. He also
appointed Saul as king, despite his unhappiness at
Israel’s desire to be like all the other nations. God had
told him to do this and, as always, he was faithful and
obedient to God. Above all, Samuel was a man of
integrity. That is the point being made in these verses.
He stands before all Israel and states that he never
stole anything, he never cheated anyone, he never
oppressed anyone, and he never accepted a bribe. The
man or woman who professes faith must have
integrity. Many Christian lives have been destroyed
because their behaviour did not match their claim to
be the children of God.

4th February
1 Samuel 12:1-5
Samuel’s integrity is confirmed by all Israel gathered
before him. No one could name anything Samuel had
done for selfish reasons, for personal advancement or
for personal gain. In other words, his witness was
intact. This follows on from what we saw yesterday.
When Christians fall from grace through some scandal
or another, it is their witness to Christ which is
damaged. Whatever we might like to think, those who
are not Christians keep a close watch on those who
profess Christ and are quick to point out moral
failures. On the other hand, there is nothing that
draws people to Christ more than a godly Christian
whose life shines for Jesus and whose every act
demonstrates the love of God and the integrity of a
balanced Christian life.

5th February
1 Samuel 12:6-11
In this farewell speech, Samuel reminds the people of
all that the Lord had done for Israel. He says in verse
7, ‘I am going to confront you with evidence before
the LORD as to all the righteous acts performed by
the LORD for you and your fathers.’ He reminds them
of how God delivered them from captivity in Egypt
through Moses and Aaron. Despite this great act of
God, the people quickly forgot the Lord their God and
went after other gods. For this reason, judgement fell
upon them, and they were defeated by their enemies.
Despite their sin, time after time God sent Judges to
deliver the people from their enemies, the last of
these being Samuel. It was good for Israel to be
reminded of all that God had done for them. We too
should constantly remind ourselves of the many
blessings we have received from God.

6th February
1 Samuel 12:12-15
Samuel continues his speech with a warning. The
people had asked for a king and now they had one,
Saul. Having made that choice, both king and people
must be obedient to God. Samuel says that the people
must fear God and that both king and people must
‘follow the Lord your God’. He also warns them of the
consequences of disobedience. It was not enough for
the Israelites to say that they were the chosen people,
there must also be obedience. God had made a
covenant with his people and the covenant included
God’s law. If they followed the Lord and obeyed his
law, all would be well but otherwise, trouble would
come upon them. That message was given to Israel in
the days of Saul, but it is a message which is also
applicable today. When a church or a nation turns its
back on God and goes its own way, abandoning the
clear teaching given by God, then judgement will
inevitably follow. Many would say that we today are
experiencing the judgement of God on church and
nation for disobedience.

7th February
1 Samuel 12:16-18
In these verses, Samuel reminds the people of what an
evil thing they had done in asking for a king. We saw
this when we looked at 1 Samuel 8. In verse 7 of that
chapter, God responds to Samuel’s great anger at the
request of the people for a king: ‘Listen to all that the
people are saying to you; it is not you they have
rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.’
Sometimes God gives us what we want, even when
our desires are sinful. He can use such situations to
show us our foolishness and to make us repent of our
sin. In order to drive the point home that God is the
sovereign and not the king, Samuel calls God to send
thunder and rain. It was the dry season; the harvest
season and thunder and rain simply did not happen at
that time of year, but God did it. It had the desired
effect, ‘So all the people stood in awe of the Lord and
Samuel’. Do we have a sense of awe as we
contemplate God?

8th February
1 Samuel 12:19-25
The people express their guilt at having asked for a
king, but Samuel reassures them that the Lord has
chosen them and will continue to uphold them, so
long as they serve the Lord with all their heart. It is
interesting to see in this passage what Samuel
promises to do for them. He says that he will pray for
them and that he will teach them ‘the way that is good
and right’ (verse 23). This is the task of Christian
leadership and ministry. In Acts 6:4, the leaders of the
church appointed men to act as ‘deacons’ to serve the
church so that they could give their attention ‘to
prayer and the ministry of the word’. Both Samuel and
the disciples chose to devote themselves to prayer
and the teaching of God’s Word. These are the
essentials, everything else is secondary to this.

9th February
1 Samuel 13:1-7
These verses describe a crisis that faced Israel. Saul
and his son Jonathan started a war with the
Philistines. They only had 3,000 men between them
because Saul had sent the rest of the army home. This
led to an immediate response from the Philistines who
had an enormous army, as we read in 5: ‘The
Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three
thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and
soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore’.
Did God tell Saul to attack the Philistines? We are not
told. Was this over-confidence on a big scale by Saul
and Jonathan? We’re not told. It is clear from many
occasions in the history of Israel that God could give
his people victory over large armies, even if their
numbers were small. The story of Gideon is a case in
point (Judges 7). The real question is the will of God.
Sometimes we go ahead and make our plans, without
consulting God and then ask him to bless what we
have decided to do. The proper approach is to listen
to God, to discover what he wants us to do and then
to do it.

12th February
1 Samuel 13:8-15
Here we find King Saul making a foolish decision and
being rejected by God. The story highlights an
important biblical principle concerning obedience to
God. The people were ‘quaking with fear’ because of
the huge Philistine army and Saul was waiting for
Samuel to arrive. Samuel had promised Saul he would
come within seven days to meet with him. No doubt
he was seeking the mind of the Lord and would come
with a word from God to the king and people of Israel
in this dire situation. Samuel, however, did not arrive
within the promised seven days and Saul took matters
into his own hands. He himself offered up a burnt
offering before God, in clear disobedience to God’s
command. His excuse was that he didn’t want to go
into battle without seeking the Lord’s favour and so he
felt compelled to offer the sacrifice. It is always a
mistake to disobey God, even when we think it is for
the best of reasons. The end does not justify the
means.

11th February
1 Samuel 13:8-15
When Samuel did arrive, he listened to Saul’s feeble
excuses and then condemned him for his
disobedience and foolishness. This is what Samuel
said, as recorded in verses 13-14: ‘“You acted foolishly,”
Samuel said. “You have not kept the command the
LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have
established your kingdom over Israel for all time. But
now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has
sought out a man after his own heart and appointed
him leader of his people, because you have not kept
the LORD’s command.”’ Saul’s actions were so serious
(only a priest appointed by God could offer the
sacrifice) that the kingship is about to be taken away
from him. Soon David would become king in his place.
From a human point of view, we might say, well it
wasn’t too serious, and he did it for the best of
motives, but we would be wrong. Part of the problem
with us is that we make excuses for sin and play down
its significance. We need to look at sin from God’s
perspective to see its full horror.

12th February
1 Samuel 13:8-15
We read these verses one more time to underline the
principle which is at stake in this story. It is simply
this: the work of God must be carried out in God’s
way. It is never right to disobey God’s clear command
in order to try and achieve God’s purposes. We find
another example in Genesis 16. God had promised
that Abraham would have many descendants but, as
the years passed, it seemed as if this was not going to
happen, so Sarah decided to take action. She told
Abram to sleep with her Egyptian maidservant Hagar
in the hope of building a family through her. God had
made it clear (Genesis 2:24) that one man was to have
one wife, and for a man to take a second wife, or a
concubine, was wrong but Abraham and Sarah were
willing to disobey God’s command in order to try and
fulfil God’s promise. They knew that it was God’s will
for Abram to have many descendants and so they
tried to achieve that end by sinful, human means.
They tried to do God’s will in their way. They believed
that the end would justify the means. They were
wrong.

13th February
1 Samuel 13:16-22
Many of the Israelites had run away, others had
hidden themselves and even those who remained with
Saul were quaking in fear at the prospect of fighting
the massed ranks of the Philistines. Their situation
was made worse by the fact that, as we see in verses
16-22, they had no weapons with which to fight. The
commentators tell us that the Philistines controlled
the supply of iron. More than that, they charged
exorbitant amounts of money for sharpening tools or
weapons. So, we have an army which is small and not
equipped with appropriate weaponry, going up against
a vast, well-armed force. Nevertheless, they had God
on their side and numbers do not matter to him.
Perhaps the lesson to be learned from this is that
when we face challenges which seem insurmountable,
when we have problems that seem to have no
solution, when everything seems to be against us, and
we can see no way through – look to God.

14th February
1 Samuel 13:23 -14:14
Jonathan, the son of Saul, embarks on a mission
against the Philistines with only his armour bearer in
support. This seemingly rash enterprise was
successful because God was in it. In fact, by the time
Saul and the rest of the Israelites come to help, the
battle was effectively won, and the Philistines were
routed. The key statement of Jonathan’s faith is found
in verse 6: ‘Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving,
whether by many or by few’. I remember as a young
Christian hearing a preacher make this point by
saying ‘God plus one is a majority’. In other words, it
does not matter if we are part of a great crowd or
stand-alone, if God is with us, he is able to give the
victory. Sometimes we worry too much about
numbers. The truth is that a faithful few can be
mightily used by God.

15th February
1 Samuel 13:23 -14:14
The only person that Jonathan told about his
intentions was his armour bearer. If he had made it
known more generally that he intended to attack a
Philistine outpost with only one man in support,
people would have said that he was mad. They would
undoubtedly have tried to talk him out of this foolish
enterprise. They would have told him that he was
needlessly risking his life. No doubt Jonathan realised
this because, as we read in verse 1, ‘he did not tell his
father'. Jonathan was confident that God could defeat
these Philistines with just two men. The next question
was whether or not God would do this. There are
many things that God could do but which, in his
providence, he might decide not to do. In order to
determine this question, Jonathan asked for a sign. If,
when the Philistines spotted Jonathan and his armour
bearer, they said ‘Come up to us’ that would be the
sign that God had given them into their hands. This
was, in fact, what happened, and Jonathan and his
armour bearer duly fought against the Philistines and
were successful.

16th February
1 Samuel 14:15-23
The main point of this story is that God gave the
victory. Notice first of all verse 15, where the
Philistines were thrown into panic and we’re told, ‘It
was a panic sent by God'. Saul’s lookouts see this
panic setting in and report back. Saul then prepares
for battle. Notice, he tells the priest to bring the Ark of
God. Why did Saul do this? Surely it would have been
safer to leave the Ark where it was? Saul, even having
been rejected by God for his disobedience,
understands that victory will only come if God is with
them, and the Ark was a symbol of God’s presence
among his people. Notice the conclusion in verse 23:
‘So the LORD rescued Israel that day'. Israel didn’t win
because of anything in themselves, it was entirely
down to the Lord. There were times when God was
not with his people, when he was angry with them
because of their sin and disobedience and on those
occasions, they lost battles. The history of the people
of Israel is a history of strength and victory when God
was with them and utter failure when they depended
on their own strength, wisdom or ability.

17th February
1 Samuel 14:24-30
Here we see King Saul’s behaviour becoming more
and more erratic and his decisions more and more
suspect. This is a man who is unpredictable and
dangerous, a man who believes more in his own
judgement than in the voice of God. As the passage
begins, we are told that Saul’s army was in real
distress. They had been engaged in a long and hard
battle and they were hungry, but the king had decided
to order a fast and to accompany it with an oath.
Anyone who broke the fast would be condemned to
death. This was complete foolishness and indicated a
man who, sitting in the comfort of his palace, issued
decrees with no real connection to reality. When a
king or a leader has total control over his subjects and
the power of life and death, he often becomes a
foolish despot, issuing orders all over the place, at his
own whim. Jonathan, the king’s son, had not heard
about this oath and so ate some honey. When he was
told of the fast and the curse upon anyone who broke
the fast, he understood clearly that his father had
made a foolish decision. This was the beginning of the
end for Saul.

18th February
1 Samuel 14:31-52
As soon as the fast was over, the soldiers were so
hungry that they pounced on the animals which had
been taken in plunder from the Philistines and
hurriedly cooked and ate the meat with the blood still
in it. This, of course, was against the law of God. They
were starving and, in their hunger, they broke the law,
but it was Saul’s fault for ordering such a foolish fast
in the first place. God had not ordered a fast, Saul
ordered a fast. Then when this has all happened, they
lose a battle and Saul is convinced that it is because
someone broke the fast. He discovers that it was
Jonathan and orders that he be put to death. His
foolishness knew no bounds. Indeed, he is clearly
becoming deranged. What foolishness that Jonathan
should be executed for the trivial offence of having
some honey and thus breaking an oath about which,
he had never even heard! Euripedes once wrote,
‘whom the gods wish to destroy they first make mad'.
That is the wisdom of a pagan writer, but it surely
could be said to speak of Saul. He was becoming mad,
as we shall see in the coming days.

19th February
1 Samuel 14:31-52
One of the strange features of this story is that, as he
becomes more and more foolish in his decisions and
actions, Saul appears to become more and more
religious. We see this in three ways: first, he makes a
religious oath, second, he calls a fast and third, he
builds an altar. What is happening here? The truth is
that Saul was outwardly religious but there was no
reality to it, it was fake. He could make religious oaths,
call fasts and build altars as much as he wanted but it
didn’t disguise the fact that he had turned away from
God and would soon be finally rejected as king. Here
then is a strange situation. As King Saul drifted away
from God, he became more and more religious. We
might say that he replaced true religion (to love the
Lord our God with all your heart and soul and mind
and strength and to love your neighbour as yourself)
with empty form and ritual. A living relationship with
the living God through Jesus Christ our Mediator is
the only kind of religion that is pleasing to God.

20th February
1 Samuel 15:1-9
This is the famous passage where Saul is told to
slaughter the Amalekites, men, women and children.
We might well regard this as the final opportunity for
Saul to demonstrate obedience to God, but he fails to
do so. The Amalekites, because of their sin against the
people of God, were to be destroyed. Samuel
communicates this instruction to the king and Saul
prepares the army. He also ensures that the innocent
Kenites are given the opportunity to move away from
the Amalekites so that their lives will be spared. Saul
then goes to war against the Amalekites. He is
victorious in battle, but he fails to do everything that
God had commanded. God had given instructions that
no one was to be spared, yet Saul spared Agag, king of
the Amalekites. God had also given instructions that
all the livestock was to be slaughtered, yet Saul
allowed his men to keep the best of the livestock.
Once again, he has refused to completely obey God.
Are we obedient to God in everything?

21st February
1 Samuel 15:10-21
Saul’s disobedience led to a second word from the
Lord to Samuel (verses 10-11). After a night of crying
out to the Lord, Samuel goes to see Saul, to confront
him with his disobedience. Saul’s first response,
however, is to declare that he has done everything he
had been commanded to do (verse 13). Samuel was
having none of it and directly confronted Saul with his
disobedience (verses 14-19). Saul still refuses to admit
any wrongdoing. Samuel asks him (verse 19) why he
disobeyed the Lord and Saul replies, ‘But I did obey
the LORD', Saul just couldn’t see it. He had only spared
one man and brought him back as a trophy of war. He
had allowed the men to keep some of the animals, but
only so they could be sacrificed. Saul was saying that
he did almost everything that God had commanded
and the two small things he failed to do were for good
reasons. You can almost hear Saul saying, ‘Surely God
is not going to be difficult when I’ve done 90% of
what he asked me to do?' He had done 90% of what
God asked him to do but 90% is not enough. Now, this
is a very important lesson for all of us. We can be just
like Saul! We too can be satisfied if we’ve done most
of what God wants us to do. It is not enough.

22nd February
1 Samuel 15:22-26
Samuel pronounces the judgement of God upon Saul,
in verses 22-23: ‘Samuel replied: “Does the LORD
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than
sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and
arrogance is like the evil of idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as
king.”’ Notice that Saul had rejected the Word of the
Lord and because of that, God had rejected him. Saul
thought he knew better than God. He had kept some
animals to offer a sacrifice, surely God would be
pleased with that? Do you see what was happening
there? He did something religious, instead of obeying
God. God didn’t want a sacrifice, God wanted Saul to
do what he had been told to do but Saul thought he
knew best. Do we sometimes think we know better
than God?

23rd February
1 Samuel 15:27-35
Here we see the separation of Samuel from Saul.
Having initially been against the appointment of a
king, Samuel did everything in his power to make the
kingship work. In this chapter, however, we see
Samuel’s deep anguish over what Saul was doing. It
grieved him to see Saul making a shipwreck of his life.
Although it grieved him, Samuel did not flinch from
pronouncing God’s judgement on Saul. Even when
Saul admitted his sin and asked for forgiveness,
Samuel did not give way. The time for all of that was
past. As we read in verse 35: ‘Until the day Samuel
died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel
mourned for him.’ This was the parting of the ways,
the separation of Saul from Samuel. This separation of
Saul, the political leader of the nation, from Samuel,
the religious leader of the nation, was bound to have
serious consequences.

24th February
1 Samuel 15:27-35
We saw yesterday the separation of Saul from Samuel,
but we read these verses again to notice the even
more serious separation of Saul from God. God had
reached the end of his patience with Saul. The Lord
makes it clear that someone else will become king in
his place. In verses 28-29, Samuel passes this on to
Saul: ‘Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the
kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to
one of your neighbours – to one better than you'.
Over the coming days, we shall see this prophecy
come to pass, as Saul becomes more and more erratic
and dangerous, while David is anointed and prepared
to become the second king of Israel. Once God had
decided to separate himself from Saul, there was no
going back. As we see in verse 29: ‘He who is the
Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he
is not a man, that he should change his mind'. The
parting was final. Verse 35 repeats what we read in
verse 11, ‘The LORD was grieved that he had made Saul
king over Israel’. We cannot treat God as Saul did and
escape the consequences.

25th February
1 Samuel 16:1-5
So far in these readings, we have studied the life of
Samuel and the short kingship of Saul. Now in this
chapter, we are introduced to David, the man who was
to become Israel’s most famous king. The passage
begins with God sending Samuel to Bethlehem, to the
house of Jesse. God tells Samuel, ‘I have chosen one
of his sons to be king’. Here we see an example of
God’s sovereign choice. We see this sovereignty at
work throughout the Bible. For example, listen to
Jeremiah 1:4-5: ‘The word of the LORD came to me,
saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you
before you were born, I set you apart; I appointed you
as a prophet to the nations”’. If we are Christians, then
it is because God has chosen us. It also means that
God has been preparing us for his service. What is it
that God wants each of us to do in his service? What
has he been preparing us for?

26th February
1 Samuel 16:6-10
When Samuel arrived in Bethlehem and saw Jesse’s
son Eliab, he was immediately convinced that this was
the one he was to appoint as king. It is clear from the
context that it was Eliab’s appearance which
persuaded Samuel that this was the man to be king.
The truth was, however, that appearance was not
important. God makes this clear to Samuel in verse 7:
‘The LORD does not look at the things man looks at.
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks at the heart’. The first seven brothers were
brought to Samuel and God did not choose any of
them. We often judge people by outward appearances,
but God does not. God is able to look into our hearts
and to know what we are really like. Other people
might be fooled by an outward show of piety, but God
is never fooled. God knows us inside out!

27th February
1 Samuel 16:11-13
Samuel had to ask if there was another brother. We
pick up the story in verses 11-12: ‘So he asked Jesse,
“Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the
youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the
sheep". Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit
down until he arrives". So, he sent and had him
brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and
handsome features. Then the LORD said, “Rise and
anoint him; he is the one”’. We don’t have to be older,
strong, beautiful, rich, brilliant or especially talented to
serve God. God often chooses the unlikely person.
That was the point Paul was making in 1 Corinthians
1:26-27: ‘Brothers, think of what you were when you
were called. Not many of you were wise by human
standards; not many were influential; not many were
of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things
of the world to shame the strong’. We don’t have to be
special in the eyes of the world to serve God.

28th February
1 Samuel 16:14-23
These verses tell us how God, in his providence,
brought David into the palace. Saul was suffering:
‘Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul,
and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him'. It
was decided that someone should be appointed to
play the harp when the evil spirit came upon Saul.
One of the palace servants recommended David, ‘He is
a brave man and a warrior. He speaks well and is a
fine-looking man. And the LORD is with him’. That is
quite a reference! So, David was taken into the palace.
This is the extraordinary providence of God, preparing
David for the day when he would become king. In the
same way, Moses was brought up by Pharaoh’s
daughter, preparing him for the day when God would
send him to speak to Pharaoh. For what is God
preparing you?

29th February
1 Samuel 17:1-11
The smell of fear is what comes over in this first
section of the famous story of David and Goliath. The
story tells of how the army of King Saul and the army
of the Philistines are facing each other across a valley.
Then a huge, nine-foot, giant called Goliath steps
forward and challenges Saul’s men to put up an
opponent for one-to-one combat, with a ‘winner takes
all’ proposal. In verse 11 we read, ‘On hearing the
Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were
dismayed and terrified’. The army of Saul was afraid of
this man Goliath. Saul’s men did not believe that he
could be defeated. He was huge and fearsome. The
question we must ask, however, is why was Saul
afraid? This was the king of Israel, God’s chosen
people, with whom he had made his covenant.
The answer is that he had taken his eyes off God.
Instead of looking to God and trusting in God, he had
begun to look to himself and trust himself. If he had
kept his eyes firmly on God and trusted God, then he
would not have been afraid. God could be trusted.

MARCH

1st March
1 Samuel 17:12-30
Now we are introduced to David. David was a young
boy, going backwards and forwards from his home to
where the army was, taking food to three of his
brothers who were serving under King Saul. While he
was there, Goliath came out and shouted his usual cry
of defiance, calling on someone from Saul’s army to
fight him. David was fascinated by this, asked what
was happening and, when he was told, expressed
astonishment that no one would go out and fight
Goliath. In verse 26, David asks, ‘Who is this
uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the
armies of the living God?’ This did not please his older
brother Eliab and he rebuked David. You can
understand Eliab’s attitude. Here was a young boy
whose task was to bring some food supplies to his
brothers who were at the front with the army and
suddenly he’s suggesting that they should simply go
out and fight Goliath. Eliab was angry. What did David
know? He should stick to his shepherding and being a
message boy and leave the fighting to those who
knew what they were doing. The boy was clearly
conceited and arrogant. Yet David was right. How
could Goliath dare to stand against the army of the
living God.

2nd March
1 Samuel 17:31-44
David’s remarks concerning Goliath were overheard
and he was taken before King Saul. He then
volunteers to fight Goliath himself! Notice, David is
quite clear in his own mind that this giant Goliath
could be beaten. He did not believe this because of a
high opinion of his own fighting ability but because of
a high opinion of his God. In other words, he had the
faith to believe that God would deal with Goliath. As
he said, ‘The LORD who delivered me from the paw of
the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from
the hand of this Philistine'. David then prepares to
fight Goliath and, having abandoned the idea of
wearing Saul’s armour, he turns to his simple sling.
The lesson we can learn from this is that David looked
to God and trusted in him. He didn’t look at the giant
and become afraid, he looked to God and believed. He
had faith in God and in the promises of God. As
Christians, we too must learn to trust in God, whatever
the circumstances. There is no giant, no evil power,
nothing in all the world which God cannot deal with if
we look to Him in faith.

3rd March
1 Samuel 17:45-58
The battle lines are drawn, and David and Goliath
meet. Goliath mocked David and ‘despised him’. He
called David to come closer so that he could kill him.
David, however, was brave and confident: ‘You come
against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I
come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty,
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have
defied. This day the LORD will hand you over to me,
and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head’. Notice,
this was not bravado, this was simple confidence that
God would give him the victory. David says two other
notable things to Goliath. First, that his victory over
Goliath would be a witness to the living God: ‘the
whole world will know that there is a God in Israel’.
Second, that ‘the battle is the Lord’s’. This second point
is one that sustained David through many battles
during his time as king. The simple message is that
our God, when put to the test, never fails.

4th March
1 Samuel 17
Read the whole chapter again today and reflect on the
faithfulness of God. Although this is a story about
David and Goliath, it is ultimately a story about God
and his faithfulness. Saul acted as if God was not
faithful, David acted on the assurance that God was
faithful. The Psalmist makes a clear statement of this
truth in Psalm 100:5: ‘For the LORD is good and his
love endures forever; his faithfulness continues
through all generations'. Then the famous words from
Lamentations 3:22-23: ‘Because of the LORD’s great
love we are not consumed, for his compassions never
fail. They are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness'. It was these words from Lamentations
which inspired that great hymn: ‘Great is thy
faithfulness’. Surely all of us have known this
faithfulness of God? As we look back over our lives,
we can surely see how he has kept us and blessed us
and provided for our needs and protected us, and so
on.

5th March
1 Samuel 18:1-4
In our studies in 1 Samuel, we have come today to
chapter 18, and it is all about relationships and their
power to build up or to destroy. The first relationship
is between David and Jonathan. Following the victory
over Goliath, David is now established as one of King
Saul’s servants. In these first few verses of the chapter,
we find the beginning of a strong personal
relationship. Jonathan loved David and David loved
Jonathan. It was a friendship which would last through
the years, and which would save David’s life on at
least one occasion, as we shall see as we continue in
these studies. These young men had a great deal in
common. They were both brave, they both believed in
the power of God and they both understood God’s
covenant with his chosen people. Their friendship was
deep and solid. If any of you have had a ‘best friend’
since childhood, a friendship which has lasted through
the years, then you will understand this relationship
between David and Jonathan.

6th March
1 Samuel 18:5-14
The second relationship we find in this chapter is
between David and Saul but this relationship is
neither so positive nor so beneficial as that between
David and Jonathan. Rather, it was a relationship
marred by jealousy and fear. At first, King Saul was
hugely impressed by the young man David. After all,
he had done what none of his soldiers was brave
enough to do, he had killed Goliath. Saul’s attitude
changed when he began to hear people singing songs
about himself and David in which David was given
greater prominence. Saul became afraid that David
would try to take the kingdom from him (not knowing
that God had already decided to give David the
kingdom). This chapter brings together a series of
stories about David, which took place over a number
of years, in order to help us to see the deteriorating
relationship between David and Saul. Saul tries
various ways to kill David but is unsuccessful. What
we can take from this, is that pride, fear and jealousy
can destroy relationships.

7th March
1 Samuel 18:15-30
The third relationship we find in this chapter was
between David and Michal, daughter of Saul. It had
been intended that David would marry Saul’s daughter
Merab, but she was given to another. When King Saul
learned that David and Michal loved each other, he
promised her in marriage to David but set a ‘bridal
dowry price’ which meant he would have to kill a
hundred Philistines. Saul hoped that David would be
killed. David succeeded, however, and married Michal.
This was a deep and loving relationship and Michal
was devoted to David and helped to save his life.
Unfortunately, after a long separation when David was
in hiding, fleeing from Saul’s attempts to kill him, the
marriage turned sour. There arose resentment and
bitterness
which
ultimately
destroyed
their
relationship. As we shall see over the coming days,
David and Michal did not do enough to maintain their
relationship and to continue to build on the love and
trust with which their marriage began. Do we take
care to nurture our relationships?

8th March
1 Samuel 18
We read the whole chapter today, in order to reflect a
little further on relationships. Relationships can have
enormous effects on our lives, for good or bad. On the
positive side, loving, caring relationships provide a
secure place for growth and development. On the
negative side, abusive relationships can leave people
damaged for the rest of their lives. Where there has
been fear, physical, sexual or mental abuse, where
there has been bullying and controlling behaviour,
men and women and children can be severely
traumatized. The effect of relationships can also be
seen at a national or international level. In the late
1970s, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli
Prime Minister Menachem Begin sought to build a
relationship between their two countries in order to
bring an end to the Arab Israeli conflict. Sadat was the
first Arab leader to visit Israel and address Israel’s
parliament. The two leaders worked with the United
Nations in order to develop peace in the Middle East.
They were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for
their efforts. Their personal relationship paved the
way for peace.

9th March
1 Samuel 19:1-7
As our passage opens, we find Saul issuing an order to
kill David. The anger and jealousy which Saul felt had
grown to the point where Saul had decided to be rid
of David once and for all. Notice, however, that he
specifically involves his son Jonathan in this order to
kill David. He must surely have known that Jonathan
and David were the very best of friends and indeed
were closer than brothers. Did he really expect that
Jonathan would do such a thing? You can imagine
Saul saying to Jonathan that if he wanted to be king
one day, then he must get rid of David, the only one
who posed a threat to Saul’s family dynasty. Jonathan
would have none of it and took action to protect
David. Jonathan was effective in his advocacy and Saul
changed his mind. There were several times during
David’s life when Jonathan protected David from
almost certain death at the hands of his father Saul.
This was a life-saving friendship.

10th March
1 Samuel 19:8-17
War had broken out again and, as before, David led the
army into battle against the Philistines. He was so
successful that the Philistines fled, and the battle was
won. No doubt David arrived home in triumph and
once again the people would sing their songs about
the greatness of David. No doubt Saul was feeling the
same jealousy and anger as before. This time,
however, there was another factor. We are told in
verses 9-10 that, ‘an evil spirit from the LORD came
upon Saul as he was sitting in his house with his
spear in his hand. While David was playing the harp,
Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, but
David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the
wall'. This concept of an ‘evil spirit from the Lord’ is an
unusual one. The expression only appears twice in the
Bible, both in 1 Samuel and both referring to Saul. The
other occasion is in 1 Samuel 16:14. It probably means
that, just as Pharaoh hardened his own heart before
God hardened his heart, so the sending of the evil
spirit simply confirmed Saul in the course of action on
which he had determined anyway, the murder of
David.

11th March
1 Samuel 19:11-17
David escaped Saul’s attempt to murder him and made
his escape. This time, however, Saul was so
determined to kill David that he sent his soldiers after
him. David’s wife Michal comes to the rescue and lets
him out down through a window. Then there comes a
curious twist to the story. In order to deceive the
soldiers who had come to kill David, Michal put an
idol in the bed, to make it look as if there was
someone in the bed. One of the commentators on 1
Samuel, W.G. Blaikie, asks an interesting question: why
did Michal have an idol in the first place? As we noted
before, the relationship between David and Michal
gradually deteriorates as the story goes on. Blakie
wants to trace the beginnings of this to the idol
mentioned here. He argues that this is evidence of a
real difference between David and his wife in terms of
their religious beliefs. David is clearly committed to
serving and worshipping the Lord, whereas Saul’s
daughter, David’s wife, is still using the old idols.
Whether Blaikie is correct or not is difficult to say but
it is certainly possible. Where there is division in a
home on fundamental matters of worship and faith,
trouble can follow.

12th March
1 Samuel 19:18-24
When David fled from Saul, he went to see Samuel at
Ramah. After all, Samuel was still the spiritual leader
of the nation and it was Samuel who had anointed
David as king of Israel, telling him that God had
rejected Saul and that one day he would be king. It
was natural, then, that David would go to find refuge
with Samuel. Recognising the danger from Saul’s
pursuing army, however, they left Ramah and went to
Naioth. It was not long before Saul was told where
David was, and he sent his soldiers to kill him. Then
the story takes a very strange turn. Saul sends a group
of soldiers to kill David, the Holy Spirit comes on them
and they prophesy. The same thing happens to the
second group and to the third group. Then finally Saul
loses patience and goes himself and the same thing
happens to him. In a strange way that we can’t quite
understand, the Holy Spirit was protecting David, just
as Jonathan and Michal had done.

13th March
1 Samuel 20
The chapter before us today concerns David and
Jonathan. David is convinced that Saul wants to kill
him and so decides to stay away from the king’s
presence. Jonathan does not believe that his father
intends this at all but promises to keep David
informed. It transpires that David was right and Saul
was furious when David went missing, such that he
even throws a spear at his son Jonathan who said he
had given David permission to go to Bethlehem
instead of coming to the palace. Jonathan is shocked
and angry and tells David to flee. Jonathan then
entered into a covenant before the Lord with the
House of David. Jonathan, as the king’s son and heir to
the throne, was the powerful figure in this friendship
and it was he who made the covenant with the House
of David. In doing so, he put relationship before
position. In one sense this is a reflection of the
covenant between God and Israel. God was under no
obligation to enter into a covenant with Israel and to
promise them so much. To do so was an act of grace
and generosity. Similarly, Jonathan put his relationship
with David before his status as the king’s son and heir.

14th March
1 Samuel 21
We come today to chapter 21, one of the saddest
chapters in this whole book, where we find the great
David telling lies to protect himself, pretending to be
mad to escape his enemies and generally using deceit
and pretence to avoid trouble. We find David in a very
poor spiritual condition in our chapter today. Contrary
to everything we know about his character and
everything we have previously seen about his faith;
David’s actions demonstrate a man with no faith or
with very weak faith. In this chapter, he acts as if God
were unable to keep the promises, he had made to
him. As W.G. Blaikie writes, ‘It is painful in the last
degree to see one whose faith towered to such a lofty
height in the encounter with Goliath, coming down
from that noble elevation, to find him resorting for
self-protection to the lies and artifices of an imposter'.
Has our faith ever grown so weak that we feel we
have to depend upon our own schemes to get us out
of trouble?

15th March
1 Samuel 21:1-9
David goes to Nob where the tabernacle of the Lord
was and where the lawful worship of God was taking
place. He enters the sacred place and talks to the
priest Ahimilech. Sadly, he tells him a pack of lies.
Ahimilech is somewhat frightened because David has
come alone: ‘Why are you alone? Why is no one with
you?’ It may be that he has heard rumours of a dispute
between Saul and David, or it may be that he simply
cannot understand why someone as important as
David was travelling without the support appropriate
to his status. Either way, it says he ‘trembled’ when he
saw David coming. David tells his lies and tries to put
Ahimilech at his ease. What are we to make of this
encounter between David and Ahimilech the priest? It
is clear that David does not come out of it well.
David’s God is called ‘the God of truth’ in Psalm 31:5
and twice in Isaiah 65:16, yet David resorted to lies. In
the New Testament, the Son of God says, ‘I am the
truth'. So, David’s actions were not in keeping with the
character of his God.

16th March
1 Samuel 21:10-15
David now travels to Gath. This was a strange choice
of refuge because Gath was the city of Goliath, a
Philistine city. Why would David go there? More than
that, why would he go there carrying the sword of the
defeated Goliath – surely that would have been seen
as a severe provocation? There may be an
explanation. In those days, a mighty warrior was held
in respect, even by his enemies and if such a warrior
left his own side, he might well expect to be
welcomed even by his enemies, on condition that he
transferred his allegiance and fought for them instead.
Was this what David hoped for? Either way, they
recognise him, and he is suddenly in trouble. Then he
pretends to be mad to save his life. Achish the king is
not impressed, and David is chased away from the
king. It is surely sad to see the great David in this
condition, reduced to a pretence of madness. Once
again David shows that he has lost confidence in the
power of Almighty God, choosing subterfuge instead.
Very sad.

17th March
1 Samuel 21 and Psalm 34
We read this story again to remind ourselves of the
good news, in all of this mess, that David did not
remain in that condition of weak faith, lies and
foolishness. Instead, he recovered his faith. How do
we know this? Well, after this incident at Gath, David
wrote Psalm 34. The inscription at the beginning of
that Psalm reads, ‘Of David. When he pretended to be
insane before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he
left.’ Take time today to read that Psalm and see that
David has recovered his faith and trust in God. Notice
especially verses 6-9: ‘This poor man called, and the
LORD heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles.
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who
fear him, and he delivers them. Taste and see that the
LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in
him. Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear
him lack nothing’.

18th March
1 Samuel 22
This story is a terrible example of what hatred and
jealousy can do to someone. Everyone is forced to
take sides, for Saul or for David. The priests are killed
because they gave David food and a sword, even
though they believed that David was on a mission
from Saul. Anyone who has witnessed (or
experienced) hatred and jealousy know what this is
like. The hated person is the enemy, and no one must
say a good word about them. If we are friends, then
you must also hate my enemy. If you do not, I will
become suspicious of you and doubt your own loyalty
and so it goes on. Hatred and jealousy are festering
sores which can destroy families, communities, even
churches. No wonder Jesus taught us to love even our
enemies because hatred is corrosive.

19th March
1 Samuel 23:1-6
David and his band of men (around 400) were on the
run from King Saul. In our passage today we find them
in an area bordering the west coast of the Dead Sea.
In chapters 21 and 22 we saw David telling lies to
protect himself, pretending to be mad to escape his
enemies and generally using deceit and pretence to
avoid trouble. We saw how these actions led to the
deaths of the priests. Today, however, we see David
back where he should have been in his relationship
with God. Several times we see David seeking God’s
guidance, whereas before he seemed intent only on
saving his life. When the decision had to be made
about whether or not to attack the Philistines, David
sought God’s guidance. Notice verse 2, ‘he enquired of
the Lord’ and the Lord answered him. When his men
expressed unhappiness about this course of action, we
see in verse 4, ‘Once again David enquired of the Lord
and the Lord answered him'. How good it is when a
believer is restored after a period of sin or
backsliding.

20th March
1 Samuel 23:7-18
In this story, we have another encounter between
David and Jonathan. This was a most instructive
meeting, from which we learn a good deal. Jonathan
says that he knows David will be king and Saul knows
it too! Most important, however, is the fact that
Jonathan helps David to find strength but not in
himself. As we read in verse 16, Jonathan ‘helped him
to find strength in God’. Finding strength in God is so
important. In a strange way, we are most able to find
strength in God when we are at our weakest and in
the greatest need. Remember when Paul described his
‘thorn in the flesh’ in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. He wants
to be delivered from this thorn (whatever it was) but
God says to him, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness’. We ourselves
must find strength in God. It is there for us when we
need it.

21st March
1 Samuel 23:19-29
David is not so fearful in today’s passage as we have
seen him in our previous two studies. Saul is still
trying to kill him, but David seems more at peace,
trusting in the providence of God. We see the
providence of God in the fact that when Saul and his
men were closing in on David and were about to
capture him, they receive the message about the
Philistine attack and turn back. That was surely a fine
example of the providence of God. David came more
and more to trust in God. In Psalm 25:15 he writes, ‘My
eyes are ever on the LORD, for only he will release my
feet from the snare'. Can we understand and identify
with that – albeit that our lives are rarely in the
danger that David was in? Read also Psalm 34 which is
related to this chapter of Scripture. Do we accept the
providence and plan of God even when it is not what
we would have wanted?

22nd March
1 Samuel 24:1-7
David and his band of men are still on the run from
King Saul. We have here described an occasion when
David could have killed Saul but did not. This took
place in the region of Engedi. The whole area of
Engedi consists largely of limestone rock, which often
forms deep caves. David and his men were hiding in
one of these large caves. Saul comes into the cave,
perhaps to get some relief from the hot midday sun,
perhaps to rest for a while. David cuts off a piece of
the cloth from the corner of Saul’s robe. When Saul
had left the cave David came out after him, showed
him the piece of cloth and used this as evidence that
he had no intention of killing Saul. One of the striking
points here is David’s respect for Saul simply because
he was the king. As the king, he was the Lord’s
anointed and David honoured that, even when Saul
was seeking his life. We can respect an office (Queen
or Prime Minister) even if we disagree with the
person’s views and actions.

23rd March
1 Samuel 24:8-15
Here we have David’s great speech to Saul. In this
speech, David tells what he had done (and could have
done) as evidence of good faith. He asks God to bring
vengeance, but he will not do it himself. In this David
shows both wisdom and respect. He is acting upon a
principle which Paul laid down clearly in Romans 12:19:
‘Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for
God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I
will repay,” says the Lord'. David calls God as a witness
and asks God to judge what is right. There are many
times when we might seek revenge for some wrong
which has been done to us, but the better way is to
leave the matter before the Lord. There is a coming
day when God will judge the world in righteousness
by Jesus Christ. We must all submit to that court.

24th March
1 Samuel 24:16-22
When Saul hears David’s speech, he is overcome by
emotion and admits that David is the more righteous
man. Saul recognises that David will be king one day
and asks that his own dynasty will be spared, which
David promises to do. All in all, Saul appears to repent
of his evil ways. Unfortunately, as we shall see, this
repentance was short-lived and before long he was
again seeking to kill David. Real repentance is a deep
turning from sin to God and this was not the case with
Saul. By this stage in the story, he is a condemned
man, rejected by God and waiting for the final act of
the drama to play out.

25th March
1 Samuel 25:1
The first verse of this chapter deserves treatment on
its own because it records the death of Samuel, the
great leader of God’s people. This was the death of the
greatest man of God since Moses. Samuel was not
only the last and greatest of the Judges (Acts 13:20) but
he was also the first of the prophets (Acts 3:24) and the
man used by God to appoint the first king, Saul and
then later to anoint David as the second king. His
mother Hannah had consecrated him to the Lord’s
service in thanks for God’s answer to her prayers and
he faithfully served God all his life. When he died, all
Israel gathered and mourned. They knew that he was a
great man, and they knew that he had led Israel
faithfully for a very long time. He died full of honour
and dignity, recognised as a man of God. He died a
good death, as a faithful man of God and there can be
no doubt that he went straight into the presence of
God.

26th March
1 Samuel 25
Having only read one verse yesterday, today we read
the whole chapter, so as to get the full story of Nabal
and Abigail. David and his men had been in the area
for some time and had protected Nabal’s men and
their flocks. The time of sheep-shearing came round
and in Israel, this was a time when hospitality was
normally extended. David sent some men to bring
greetings to Nabal and to ask for some food. Then the
trouble began. David’s message was gracious and
friendly, full of respect, but Nabal’s reply was not.
When David heard this reply he was furious. The
number of his men had by now grown to six hundred
and so he left two hundred behind and set off with
four hundred men, armed for battle, determined to kill
Nabal and wipe out every one of Nabal’s men. This
was entirely due to Nabal’s wickedness. One of Nabal’s
own men summed up his character, ‘He is such a
wicked man that no-one can talk to him’.

27th March
1 Samuel 25
Abigail, Nabal’s wife, immediately acts to avert the
disaster about to fall upon them. She sends food to
David and goes herself to ask for forgiveness. She
bows before him and begs David to turn aside from
the violence he intended upon the house of Nabal.
David accepts the food, accepts her plea for
forgiveness and thanks her for keeping him from the
blood guilt which would have followed the massacre
he had planned. In the course of their exchange,
however, we learn that even Nabal’s wife has a poor
opinion of her husband’s character. Notice verse 25:
‘May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man
Nabal. He is just like his name – his name is Fool'.
When Abigail returned home, Nabal was drunk. The
next day she told him all that had happened and how
close he and his men came to being massacred. Nabal
had some kind of stroke, his heart failed, and he
became like a stone. Then we read in verse 38, ‘About
ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal and he died'.
When David heard about this, he sent for Abigail, and
she became his wife. Nabal was a wicked man, but
Abigail was a wise woman.

28th March
1 Samuel 26:1-8
Saul continues to regard David as an enemy who
threatens his kingship and so he sets out with three
thousand men to find and kill David. David, however,
goes with one other man, finds his way into Saul’s
camp and finds them sleeping. Saul was at his mercy
and Abishai, who was with David, wanted to kill Saul
immediately with one thrust of his spear. Given that
David had been told by Samuel that he was to be the
next king and given that Saul was pursuing him with a
view to killing him, could David be blamed for taking
advantage of this situation? When we face moral
dilemmas, how do we choose our course of action? Do
we always consider what God expects of us? Or do we
take the action which most benefits us?

29th March
1 Samuel 26:9-11
David is quite clear that killing Saul is wrong. He may
be a wicked king, whom God had now rejected, but he
was still the king and therefore the ‘Lord’s anointed’.
David recognised (verse 9) that if he killed Saul he
would be guilty before God. From a human point of
view, to kill an enemy might be legitimate but David
was obedient to a greater authority and his morality
was based on a higher code, the law of God. One of
the problems we face today is that many men and
women neither respect nor obey the law of God and
feel able to make up their own morality as they go
along as if human beings had the ability to determine
right from wrong. As David knew, only God can
determine what is right and good and acceptable.

30th March
1 Samuel 26:12-16
We see two things here. First, the reason why no one
woke up and saw David when he took Saul’s spear and
water jug was that the Lord had made them fall into a
deep sleep. In other words, God was with David,
protecting him and watching over him. Second, having
returned to his own camp, David taunts Abner, who
was responsible for the king’s security. These two
points highlight the two sides to every human event,
the human side and the divine side. From a human
point of view, Abner was indeed responsible but, from
a divine point of view, Abner was not responsible at
all because the Lord had put him into a deep sleep. In
every event of our lives, there is an interaction
between the human and the divine (remember the
story of Joseph).

31st March
1 Samuel 26:17-21
Now King Saul hears David’s voice and becomes
involved in the conversation. David pleads his
innocence, and, at face value, Saul admits that he was
in the wrong. He says, ‘I have sinned’ and encourages
David to come back home. We know from the rest of
the story, however, that Saul could not be trusted. To
say ‘I have sinned’ is fairly easy but to repent of that
sin and walk in a new way is much harder. How many
times have we admitted our sin before God (or before
another person) and then within a short time
committed the same sin again? Confession of sin must
be followed by repentance (turning from sin to God)
otherwise it is simply words and therefore worthless.

