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July

1st July
Mark 6:35-44
As time wore on, the disciples became anxious and
wanted Jesus to send the people away to buy food.
They must have been shocked by Jesus’ answer, ‘You
give them something to eat’. Jesus asked them what
they had in the way of food and discovered that they
had five loaves and two fish. He told them to sit people
down in groups and he proceeded to feed 5,000 of
them. Absolutely astonishing! The disciples were no
doubt supposed to learn a valuable lesson here: put
your faith in Jesus and leave the miracles to him.
Unfortunately, as we shall see tomorrow, they didn’t get
it! Faith in Jesus was all that was required. They simply
had to trust him and do what he asked of them. In our
secular, western societies we are often too slow to
believe and too ‘sophisticated’ to settle for the way of
simple faith. We talk about trusting in Jesus but often
we don’t expect him to do anything! When we trust in
Jesus, things happen.

2nd July
Mark 6:45-56
Jesus sent his disciples on ahead in a boat, he stayed
behind to pray. Later he could see that the wind was
getting up and they were struggling to row the boat.
He walked out to them on the water. They were
absolutely terrified. He joined them in the boat and the
water became calm. Then we’re told, ‘They were
completely amazed, for they had not understood about
the loaves; their hearts were hardened’. This probably
means two things. First, they still did not know who
Jesus really was; and second, they had not learned the
lesson of faith properly. No matter how much evidence
is presented and no matter how many miracles are
witnessed, only when eyes are opened and hearts are
melted by grace, can we see and understand. Coming
to faith in Christ may involve an intellectual search
and a study of the Scriptures but the principal need is
for new birth and new life, which comes by the Holy
Spirit.

3rd July
Mark 7:1-13
The Pharisees and teachers of the Law complained to
Jesus that his disciples were not behaving according to
the ‘Tradition of the elders’. Jesus replied by calling the
Pharisees ‘hypocrites’ and says in verse 8: ‘You have let
go of the commands of God and are holding on to the
traditions of men’. To all outward appearances, the
Pharisees were very religious. They were meticulous
when it came to the detailed observance of the Law,
but their hearts were not right with God. As we can see
in verses 9-13, Jesus demonstrated that their ‘traditions’
had undermined the Word of God. That is to say, the
rules and regulations by which the Pharisees lived
were not to be found in Scripture, they were made up
by men. It is the easiest thing in the world for human
traditions to take the place of the Bible. In many
churches, tradition is a more powerful thing than
Scripture itself. We must be absolutely clear on this
matter. The Bible is our rule of faith and life, not
tradition.

4th July
Mark 7:14-23
Having dealt with the issue of tradition, Jesus then
went on to deal with a related matter, the question of
ceremonial cleansing. The Pharisees were saying that if
people did not follow all their elaborate rules and
regulations then they were ‘unclean’. Jesus cut through
all of this and showed that the important thing was not
ceremonial cleansing but spiritual cleansing. Now Jesus
was not saying that the regulations for ceremonial
observance in the Old Testament were wrong or
unimportant. Rather, he was saying that a person could
be ceremonially clean in the eyes of the Pharisees but
spiritually unclean in the eyes of God. In other words,
Jesus was making the point which we find him making
again and again in the Scriptures, namely, that outward
observances must be the result of an inward change.
That is to say when a person is spiritually renewed
then participation in the outward observances of the
people of God will follow naturally; but the
observances themselves, without the inward spiritual
change, achieve little.

5th July
Mark 7:24-30
Jesus was, for the first time in his ministry, outside
Jewish territory. We aren’t told how this woman knew
of Jesus, but she came to the place where Jesus was
staying and would not go away. Jesus refused to help
her and said, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
House of Israel.’ There was an important message here.
Israel has always had a special place in the purposes of
God because it was with Abraham that God made his
covenant. This did not mean that salvation was only for
the Jewish race, but certainly, anyone who wanted to
partake of the blessings of God had to become a Jew
and hence, in a very real sense, the Gentiles were
excluded from the salvation which had been promised
to the covenant people. The great day for the Gentiles
came after the resurrection when Jesus appeared to
the disciples and gave them what has come to be
known as the ‘great commission’. Here at last we find
the words which had been hinted at in the Old
Testament and foretold by Jesus himself: ‘Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations’. Nevertheless, this
woman showed real faith and so her daughter was
healed.

6th July
Mark 7:31-37
Here we have the healing of a man who was ‘deaf and
could hardly talk’. Those who brought the man to Jesus
‘begged him’ to put his hands on the man to heal him.
Perhaps they had seen Jesus heal in this way before.
What Jesus did was dramatically different: ‘After he
took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his
fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spat and touched
the man’s tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a
deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (Which means, “Be
opened!”)’. The man was healed. Apart from the
constant message of the Gospels concerning the power
of the Son of God to heal, perhaps the message here
concerns individuality. Jesus did not deal with this man
the way he had dealt with others. His method of
healing here was distinct and individual. No doubt he
could have done it in other ways, but this was his
chosen method. We might say that God knows each of
us completely and deals with us in an individual and
personal way. He meets our needs in a manner
specifically appropriate to us. It underlines his
personal, providential care over each of us.

7th July
Mark 8:1-10
We have already considered, a week ago, the feeding of
the 5,000 and so we do not need to go over the same
lessons we learned then. It will be sufficient to notice
three things that this teaches us about Jesus. First,
Jesus is able not only to perform but also to repeat his
miracles and other mighty acts. Second, Jesus
sympathy here extends beyond the covenant people,
since this took place in Gentile territory. Third, Jesus’
repeated action to feed the hungry sits well with the
teaching in Scripture concerning concern for the poor.
Do we have a similar concern for the hungry?

8th July
Mark 8:11-13
Now we come to a most remarkable passage in this
chapter. After all that Jesus has done and all the
miracles that the crowd has witnessed, these Pharisees
(and the Sadducees also in Matthew’s version of the
story) come asking for a sign to prove that Jesus has
come from God! How perverse can you get? Even if
Jesus had given them some sign from heaven, they
would have said it was from the devil – as they did on
other occasions. Many today say that if only they had a
sign or saw a miracle, then they would believe but it is
not true. The human mind, which in its fallen condition
is naturally inclined to disbelieve, will always find an
alternative explanation.

10th July
Mark 8:14-21
The disciples discovered that they had only brought
one loaf. Jesus uses this to warn them: ‘Watch out for
the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod’.By ‘yeast’
he meant their teaching. It was a good illustration
because the yeast has an unseen, pervasive influence.
The disciples, however, misunderstood this and
thought Jesus was simply talking about their lack of
bread. Jesus is frustrated by their failure to understand
what he was saying and criticises their lack of spiritual
perception. They were so concerned with their
immediate needs that they hadn’t learned the lessons
from the feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000. Past
blessings are meant to nourish faith and encourage
believers.

11th July
Mark 8:22-26
Here we have another healing miracle and another
example of the unique and individual methods Jesus
used to heal. On this occasion, Jesus took the man out
of the village and then healed him (see verses 23-25).
Jesus did not heal as he did in other cases. Here there
was a ‘second touch’, rather than immediate healing.
The lesson once again is that the Lord chooses his own
methods. The friends of the blind man ‘begged Jesus to
touch him’.Often, we want God to answer our prayers
by doing things in the way we want, rather than
trusting in God’s sovereign action. Instead, we must
trust God, even if we are unhappy with the means he
uses. This was a lesson which Naaman had to learn (2
Kings 5:10-14). It is a matter of faith not only to trust
God but also to trust his methods and means.

12th July
Mark 8:27-30
These verses describe a discussion between Jesus and
his disciples when they were in the general vicinity of
Caesarea Philippi. While they were walking along Jesus
asked them a question. ‘Who do people say I am?’ The
answers given reflect the confusion which existed in
the minds of many people as to the true identity of this
man from Nazareth. Jesus was not only interested in
public opinion, however, he wanted to know what the
disciples themselves thought. At this point in the story,
we have one of the most important statements in the
New Testament, when Peter said, ‘You are the Christ’. In
Matthew’s version of the incident, we learn that Peter
added the words, ‘…the Son of the living God’ (Matthew
16:16). Here, then, is the answer to the question of the
identity of Jesus: he was the Son of God, the Second
Person of the Trinity, the long-expected Messiah, the
one whom God sent to destroy the forces of darkness
and to announce the Kingdom of God.

13th July
Mark 8:27-30
In Matthew’s version of this story, when Peter declared
Jesus to be the Christ, Jesus says that this had been
revealed to Peter by God (Matthew 16:17). Underlying
Jesus’ comment is a biblical truth of fundamental
importance. It is quite simply that we cannot see Jesus
as he really is, we cannot recognise him as the Son of
God unless God enables us so to do. The Church is a
fellowship of men and women whose eyes have been
opened to see Jesus as he really is, whose ears have
been opened to hear and understand the Gospel and
whose lives have been transformed by the power of
Almighty God. When Peter declared that Jesus was the
Christ, the Son of the living God, he was not giving an
opinion; he was expressing a truth which, as Jesus said,
had been revealed to him by God. Have our eyes been
opened?

14th July
Mark 8:31-33
After Peter’s great declaration of Jesus as the Christ,
the scene changes quickly and Jesus begins to teach
his disciples about his forthcoming death and
resurrection. We’re told that he spoke plainly about
this and didn’t mince his words. The disciples were
taken aback. Some of them still believed that he was
the kind of messiah who would lead a Jewish revolt
and throw the Romans out of Palestine. Others felt that
his death would be a catastrophic defeat marking the
end of their hopes and dreams (see Luke 24:20-21). It
was left to Peter to make a verbal protest. Here we
have a second exchange between Jesus and Peter.
Mark tells us that ‘Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him’. Now to us today these words come over
as frankly astonishing. How could Peter act in such a
way? To rebuke the Master?! There was, you see, a
major problem in Peter’s thinking. He believed that
Jesus was the Christ, but he saw no need for the Cross.
It is imperative that we recognise Peter’s mistake. To be
the Christ it was necessary for Jesus to die. Indeed, in
John 12:27, Jesus said that his death was the very
reason for his coming. Someone had to pay the penalty
for sin, someone had to bear the guilt of mankind, and
only Jesus (as God) was able to do this. A Jesus without
the Cross might be a good example of a competent
teacher of morality, but he could not be a Saviour.

15th July
Mark 8:34-38
This chapter ends with Jesus issuing a radical call to
faith and discipleship: ‘If anyone would come after me,
he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me’ (verse 34). The way of the Cross is the way of selfdenial. It involves the recognition that we must come
to Christ on his terms, not ours. There is no viable
alternative. Jesus went on to make that clear, noting
the danger of gaining the whole world yet forfeiting
the soul. This is the paradox of Christianity. The way to
gain life is to lose it in the service of Christ. The way to
real fulfilment is the way of self-denial. This way of the
Cross is a costly exercise. It is all or nothing. Sadly,
there are many who would claim to be Christians who
have never gone the way of the Cross, whose religion
is an outward, formal thing, and who have never known
the radical transformation of heart, mind and life which
comes to those who go the way of the Cross without
reservation. Have we taken up the Cross?

16th July
Mark 8:34-38
We cannot leave these verses without taking note of
the warning which Jesus gives: ‘If anyone is ashamed
of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him
when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy
angels’ (verse 38). Have we ever been ashamed to
admit that we are Christians? Have we ever been afraid
to stand up for Jesus and for the Gospel? Have we ever
failed to witness to the Saviour, being afraid of what
people might think? Peter himself denied three times
that he even knew Jesus On that last day, we know that
Peter will be able to stand before his Lord unashamed
because, having recognised the error of his former
ways, he went the way of the Cross. How will each of
us fare on that day?

17th July
Mark 9:1-13
This passage of Scripture describes what has come to
be known as the Transfiguration. In verse 2 we learn
that having gone up the mountain, Jesus was
‘transfigured’ before them. This word ‘transfigured’ is
similar to our word ‘metamorphosis’, the word we use
for a great change, for example, a caterpillar changing
into a butterfly. Christ’s body didn’t change but his face
shone like the sun and his clothes became as white as
light. Can we imagine what it must have been like? The
word which springs to mind is ‘glory’.Here was a
revelation of the royal presence, a demonstration that
God was among his people. Or, to put it another way,
the Kingdom of God was revealed. Jesus had come
declaring that the Kingdom of God was at hand and
calling people to repent and believe the Gospel. Now it
could be seen that he was speaking the truth. Do we
think of Jesus as just a man or have we grasped
something of the glory and majesty of the Son of God.

18th July
Mark 9:1-13
Perhaps the most exciting part of the story of the
Transfiguration is the appearance of Moses and Elijah.
The question that naturally arises is, why these two, out
of all the Old Testament characters? The answer to this
lies not so much in the persons of Moses and Elijah as
in what they represented. Moses stands for the Law
and Elijah stands for the prophets. What we have here,
then, is the Law and the Prophets (which is often a
summary way of talking about the Old Testament)
testifying to Jesus. If you remember nothing else about
the Transfiguration, remember this: the Law and the
Prophets had told of a messiah who was to come. They
had described him and prepared the way for him. But
now, in the persons of Moses and Elijah, they were
saying that these prophesies had been fulfilled and
that they personally had been superseded by one who
was far greater.

19th July
Mark 9:1-13
Before we leave the Transfiguration, I want to
summarise its importance in four short points: First,
the Transfiguration prepared Jesus to face with
courage all that was about to take place in Jerusalem.
Second, the Transfiguration confirmed the faith of
these disciples in the truth that Jesus was the Messiah.
Third, the Transfiguration was a focal point in the
revelation of the King of Glory. It looks back to the Old
Testament and shows how Christ fulfilled it, and it
looks forward to the great events of the cross,
resurrection, ascension and second coming. In this
sense, it is a meeting point between the Old and the
New Testament. It is also a meeting point between two
worlds, the physical and the spiritual. Fourth, the
Transfiguration was a revelation of the glory of God.
The glory which Jesus revealed was not earthly glory
but heavenly glory. Although the Messiah was to be
rejected by his own people he wasn’t rejected by God.
As we read this story, we must think about the glory of
God revealed there, and the promise of Christ’s return
which we still await, with the hope of eternal life and
eternal glory.

20th July
Mark 9:14-29
Mark describes the healing of a boy with an evil spirit.
This story of the disciples’ failure to heal the boy
stands in contrast with the glory of the Transfiguration
just past. This contrast is expressed in Raphael’s great
painting of the Transfiguration. When Jesus arrives, he
questions the father of the boy about his faith and
receives the famous answer: ‘I do believe, help me
overcome my unbelief’. This is the cry of many today.
Most of us would have to confess that our faith is
sometimes weak. Spurgeon told the story of a fire on
the third floor of a house and a child trapped. A huge
strong man stands on the ground, ready to catch the
child and urges the child to jump. As Spurgeon says, it
is part of faith to know that the man is there, still
another part of faith to believe him to be strong; but
the essence of faith lies in trusting him fully and
dropping into his arms. Are we trusting fully in Christ?

21st July
Mark 12:35-37
This passage comes in a chapter where Jesus is being
challenged by the teachers of the law. Once again
Jesus silenced them with a hard question. These
people were waiting for a messiah descended from
David. Jesus quotes one of David’s own psalms, Psalm
110, where he speaks of the coming messiah as his
‘Lord’, one who would be greater than he. The teachers
of the law could not understand this because they
refused to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, and they
refused to believe that he was divine. The teachers of
the law could not properly interpret the Scriptures
because all of the Scriptures point forward to Jesus. By
rejecting Jesus, they could not make sense of the
Scriptures that prophesied his coming. If we want to
understand the Bible, we must always remember that
believing in Jesus opens up its meaning and
interpretation.

22nd July
Mark 12:38-40
Jesus then turns on these teachers of the law and
accuses them of all manner of sin and hypocrisy and
tells the people to beware of them. They wanted to be
important, they wanted to be highly regarded by the
people and they wanted all that they could get for
themselves. Perhaps the most serious criticism is that
they ‘devour widows’ houses’. The commentators
suggest that these teachers of the law abused their
position of trust by taking a huge ‘cut’ when they were
involved in selling the houses of the poor widows, or
otherwise involved in their financial affairs. Their love
for money showed that personal gain was more
important to them than love for God. Is love for God
the most important driving force in our lives? Does it
take first place, above all of the other things we love?

23rd July
Mark 12:38-40
This passage, which we looked at yesterday, has one
central message, about how we show our love for God.
It is clear from the whole Bible that love for God and
love for our neighbour cannot be separated. Indeed, we
might say that we can only prove we love God by
loving our neighbour. Those who pretend to be very
religious and pretend to love God but who do nothing
to help those around them, are hypocrites. The
teachers of the law were just like that. They had no
love for either God or their neighbours. Jesus
condemns them because, although they seemed to be
very religious and preoccupied with the things of God,
they were proud, greedy, and stole from the poor and
the helpless. Is our religion only skin deep or does it
lead to a desire to show the love and compassion of
Christ to our neighbours?

24th July
Mark 12:41-44
In contrast to the teachers of the law, who thought that
they were a cut above everyone else, Jesus tells the
story of a poor widow who was going into the temple
and put her offering in the plate as she went in. She
put in only ‘two very small copper coins’, amounting to
a fraction of a penny but it was worth more than
anyone else had put in because it was all that she had.
The rich might throw in a few gold coins worth a
hundred times what the woman put in, but they had so
much to begin with that there was no sacrifice
involved. Alan Cole, one of the commentators on this
passage put it very pointedly like this, ‘the Lord
measures giving, not by what we give, but by what we
keep for ourselves’. How does our giving match up to
that standard?

25th July
Mark 12:41-44
The principle which is being established in the story of
the poor widow is proportionate giving. We are
expected to give to God a portion or percentage of
what he gives us. In the Old Testament God
commanded his people to give him 10% of their
income. This was regarded as belonging to God.
Consider Leviticus 27:30. Then read the strong words
in Malachi 3:8-10 where the prophet says that those
who didn’t tithe (give 10%) were robbing God. This is
not just Old Testament teaching. In 1 Corinthians 16:1-4,
Paul tells the Christians that money was to be put aside
on the first day of the week and the sum given had to
be in keeping with income, that is, a percentage of
income. Paul also says that the spirit in which the
money is given is important. For example, in 2
Corinthians 9:6-15, where he says that Christian giving
should be willing and generous. The widow gave
sacrificially, do we?

26th July
Mark 13:1-2
Now we begin what is probably the most difficult
chapter in the whole of Mark’s Gospel. It has
sometimes been called ‘The Little Apocalypse’ because,
like the Book of Revelation, it is concerned with
prophecies about the last things. The chapter begins
with a discussion between Jesus and his disciples
about the temple in Jerusalem. The disciples were
admiring the magnificent building. Jesus uses this as
an opportunity to teach them not to place too much
confidence in outward appearances and he tells them
that, before very long, the temple will be completely
destroyed. In fact, this was fulfilled in AD 70 with the
fall of Jerusalem to her enemies. The disciples had to
learn that astonishing things were going to happen, in
line with God’s plan for the world. They also had to
learn to trust in God and not in a temple or any other
earthly achievement, however magnificent it might be.

27th July
Mark 13:1-2
In these two verses, four of the disciples: Peter, John,
James and Andrew, ask Jesus when the temple would
be destroyed, as Jesus had prophesied. In the verses
which follow, it is significant that Jesus does not
attempt to give times and dates, or to provide them
with a table of forthcoming events. Instead, he tells
them to be prepared, to watch out and to trust God. As
Alan Cole says in his commentary, ‘The Lord makes no
attempt to satisfy morbid curiosity. His aim is practical
and ethical’.Those who constantly speculate about the
last things ought to bear this in mind. Jesus warns his
disciples of the dangers of being distracted by turmoil
in the world into thinking that the end of the world
was about to come. In other words, the proper question
to ask is not, ‘When will the end come?’ but rather ‘Am I
ready for the Day of Judgement, whenever it comes?’

28th July
Mark 13:9-13
Jesus tells his disciples that they must bear witness to
Jesus, even before governors and kings, until the
Gospel reaches all nations. This will not be an easy
task because they will be arrested and put on trial.
Nevertheless, they are to stand firm to the end. If they
do, they will be saved (verse 13). We might say that true
Christians will be recognised by their perseverance
whereas others, only nominal in their Christianity, will
fall away. The warning that Jesus gives them about this
impending persecution also comes with a promise of
help and support. When they are put on trial, they do
not have to worry about what they will say. When we
face difficulties and opposition, this should give us
confidence. We can trust in the Lord to help us
through.

29th July
Mark 13:14-23
When we come to these verses we are faced with a
problem. Which parts refer to the fall of Jerusalem in
AD 70 and which parts refer to the second coming of
Christ? In trying to solve this problem, we need to
remember two things. First, Jesus was speaking about
the whole period from the very day he said these
words until his return. That involves a certain
‘telescoping’ of events. Second, as we know from the
Old Testament prophets, sometimes a passage has a
‘double meaning’. The prophet might have been
speaking about Israel but later the passage was
understood to also have been a messianic passage,
speaking about Christ. This means that Jesus might
well have been speaking about the fall of Jerusalem
and about his return, at the same time.

30th July
Mark 13:14-23
Whatever else this passage might mean, it does seem
to indicate that, immediately before the return of
Christ, there will be terrible days for the Christian
church. This does not mean that everything is going to
get worse and worse until Christ returns. Indeed, there
is evidence from the New Testament that there might
be days of great revival (perhaps including the
conversion of Israel) before the end. We have looked at
some of the evidence for that recently at the Midweek
Meeting, in our studies in Revelation. That having been
said, these verses do suggest that immediately before
Christ returns there will be days of unprecedented
suffering. As Jesus says, there will be, ‘days of distress
unequalled from the beginning’ (verse 19). Whether we
live through days of revival or days of great suffering
and distress, we must keep our eyes focussed on Christ
whose we are and whom we serve. He will see us
through.

31st July
Mark 13:28-31
Jesus points to the fig tree and offers an analogy to
drive home his message about the future events of
which this chapter speaks. He points out that, when
you see leaves on a tree, you know that summer is
near. There are two ways that we could understand
this. First, when the disciples saw the events described
in this chapter taking place, then they would know that
the end was near for Jerusalem. Second, when later
Christians saw the great tribulation and suffering of
the church, they would know that the return of Christ
was near. The key point for us is to remember that the
second coming of Christ will usher in the Day of
Judgement. As we read in Hebrews 9:27,28: ‘Just as man
is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,
so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of
many people; and he will appear a second time, not to
bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are
waiting for Him’.

AUGUST

1st August
Mark 13:32-37
This section is the key to the whole chapter, and it is
why Jesus spoke in such a prophetic manner.
Essentially the message is that we do not know when
Christ will return since the date is not known by
anyone, not even Christ himself (verse 32 and Matthew
24:36). Nevertheless, although we do not know when
the return of Christ will take place, we are to ensure
that we are ready. In other words, we must prepare
ourselves for that coming. The illustration Jesus gives
is of a man who leaves servants in charge of his house
and goes away on a journey. The servants have no idea
when the owner might return, so they must be ready
and vigilant at all times. Would we be ready to face our
Lord were he to return today?

2nd August
Mark 13
Having looked at this chapter section by section, we
read the whole chapter again today, in order to get the
full flow of the ideas and themes and to see how each
thought passes into the next. It is a complex and
difficult chapter but is also profound and challenging.
The note we should finish on, however, is one of hope.
The teaching of this chapter ought to bring us joy and
hope because the clear message is that all will be well
for God’s elect people, no matter what trials there may
be in the meantime. The elect is the name given to all
those who, through faith, have been brought into the
kingdom of God. Have you come to Christ in faith and
been pardoned and accepted by the Father?

3rd August
Mark 14:1-11
We come today to the story of Jesus being anointed at
Bethany in the house of Simon the leper. Whenever
people met Jesus, they were divided. Either they
followed him and trusted in him, or they rejected him
and worked against him. There was no middle ground.
In this passage we see people divided. Indeed, we see
here the extremes of love and hatred which were
provoked by the presence of the Lord. On the one
hand, the utter devotion of this woman. On the other
hand, the bitter hatred of Judas Iscariot. We too have a
choice. Either we accept Jesus, or we reject him and
our choice has serious consequences. It puts us either
on that narrow road which leads to life or on the broad
road which leads to destruction. What is our response
to Jesus?

4th August
Mark 14:1-11
This story is contained in all four Gospels but if we use
Mark and John we get more or less the complete
picture. Taking Mark 14 and John 12 together, then, we
can say the following. A dinner was being given in
Jesus’ honour at the home of a man called Simon the
Leper. While he was there a woman came. This was
Mary, sister of Lazarus and Martha. Mary had been
devoted to Jesus for a long time, but no doubt her
devotion increased a hundredfold when her brother
Lazarus was raised from the dead. Her heart was full of
love and gratitude. To demonstrate this love she
poured a very expensive ointment on the Lord. This
ointment was very expensive because it was made
from a herb which grew high up in the Himalayas
between Tibet and India, and so was very rare. Do we
love the Saviour? If so, to what lengths do we go to
express that love?

5th August
Mark 14:1-11
Today, in reading this passage again, we see the other
character involved. Judas Iscariot objected strongly to
what he called a waste of perfume. He argued that it
could have been sold and given to the poor. In John
12:5-6, however, we learn that Judas was a thief. John
tells us why Judas Iscariot objected to the ‘waste’ of
perfume: ‘He did not say this because he cared about
the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the
money bag, he used to help himself to what was put
into it’. You know that Judas Iscariot was the one who
betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver but did you
know that he was also a thief? John tells us that he was
the keeper of the money bag, for distribution to the
poor. He was stealing from this bag. It is clear from
what John says that Judas was not concerned about the
poor, rather he was concerned that the money was not
going into his bag where he could get his hands on it.

6th August
Mark 14:1-11
We read these verses for a final time, in order to
highlight one of the main lessons of the story, which is
that we must get our priorities right. This was a lesson
which Mary understood very well. On two occasions in
the New Testament, we find Mary in the company of
Jesus and being accused of getting her priorities
wrong. In today’s passage, she was accused of wasting
expensive ointment which could have been sold in aid
of the poor. In an earlier story, she was accused by her
sister Martha of being lazy, when she sat at the
Master’s feet while Martha rushed around preparing
everything. On both occasions, Mary was commended
by Jesus, and he said that she was the one who had her
priorities right. Many Christians spend their whole
time rushing around doing a thousand different things,
involved in dozens of worthy causes and don’t take the
time to sit and learn from Jesus. I have met Christians
who are so busy going to meetings, working for the
church, doing good works, that they do not have any
time for regular prayer and Bible Study. Have we got
our priorities, right?

7th August
Mark 14:12-21
This passage describes what has come to be known as
the Last Supper, when Jesus ate the Passover meal with
his disciples, shortly before his crucifixion. We are told
of the arrangements which were made for a room in
which to share the meal and how they all gathered.
Then the mood changes and Jesus tells them that one
of them was going to betray him, one of those who
were sharing the meal with him. As we know now,
Jesus was speaking about Judas Iscariot, who was soon
to betray him. What a tragedy, that a disciple, someone
who had been with Jesus for three years and who had
heard Jesus teach and seen his miracles, could be
guilty of such betrayal. Have we ever been in danger of
betraying our Lord, either by what we have said (or
failed to say) or by our actions?

8th August
Mark 14:22-26
It was during this meal that Jesus used bread and wine
to illustrate his death. Ever since that night, Christians
have continued this tradition of sharing bread and
wine to remind us of Christ’s death. It is both a
symbolic reminder of what Christ did on the Cross
when the body of Jesus was broken, and his blood was
spilled. It is also an assurance that when we come to
the Table, the Lord himself is truly present in a special,
albeit mysterious way. We must note, however, that
there is no ‘automatic’ benefit. As Dr Terry Johnson put
it, ‘Don’t think that all one need do is place one’s body
in the right building at the right time, where the right
ritual is being performed’. Simply to attend a
Communion service and take bread and wine will do
us no spiritual good on its own, if we are not in a right
relationship with God, if we do not come in the right
Spirit, if our hearts are not filled with worship. If,
however, we come to worship in spirit and in truth, we
shall enjoy the spiritual blessings which God gives us
in this sacrament.

9th August
Mark 14:24-27
In the midst of this great tribulation of which we read
yesterday; Jesus Christ will return. He will come ‘with
great power and glory’ and he will gather together the
elect of God. This doctrine of the second coming of
Christ is well attested in Scripture. Take time to
consider the following references: Matthew 13:40-42;
Mark 13:26; John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 3:20; 10:42; 17:31; 1
Corinthians 15:23ff.; 1 Thessalonians 4:13 – 5:11; Hebrews
9:28; James 5:7; 2 Peter 3:8-13; and 1 John 3:2ff.. It will be
sudden and unexpected (Matthew 24:37-44) and it will
mark the end of time as we know it (1 Corinthians
15:24).

10th August
Mark 14:27-31
Just as Jesus had predicted Judas Iscariot’s betrayal, so
here he predicts Peter’s denial. Jesus describes how
they would all give way. Their faith would be damaged
by the unexpected sequence of events which would
befall Jesus (despite the fact that he had told them
precisely what was going to happen in Jerusalem).
Peter asserts his loyalty and says that he was ready to
die with Jesus. He was full of pride in his own strength
and courage. He had still to learn humility and the
need to rely on the strength of Christ rather than on
his own strength. He was not alone in this. As we read
in verse 31, ‘And all the others said the same’. There is
all the difference in the world between ‘being
confident’ and ‘being confident in the Lord’. Peter
would soon learn the difference and be broken in the
process.

11th August
Mark 14:32-42
Jesus took his disciples to a place called Gethsemane
and asked them to wait while he prayed. He then took
three of the disciples (Peter, James and John) and went
a little further. Clearly, in a state of severe distress, he
then asked these three to wait while he himself went
still further, to pray. He was, in effect, creating a double
circle of prayer around himself as he went through this
agony of soul. Several times during this period of
prayer he returned to his disciples and found them
asleep. They had not realised the significance of what
was about to happen, and Jesus warned them of the
danger of weakness. While Jesus was praying by
himself, he prayed that if possible he might be
delivered from what was about to happen. He said,
‘Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. Take this
cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will’. In
other words, Jesus was asking God his Father to permit
him a way of escape from the suffering and the
crucifixion which lay ahead of him. Nevertheless, he
was prepared to go the way of the cross if that was
what his father wanted. Are we always ready to do the
will of God?

12th August
Mark 14:32-42
The agony of Gethsemane and Jesus’ desire to be free
from the obligation to go to the Cross was not because
he was physically afraid but because he was to bear sin
and receive in his own person the punishment for sin
which was rightfully ours. The most significant aspect
of Gethsemane was the obedience which Jesus
rendered to the Father. Or, to put it another way, the
victory over self which Jesus won at Gethsemane. He
was willing to endure the Cross because it was the will
of his Father. He was prepared to be the Lamb which
was sacrificed for sin. He was prepared to shed his
blood in order that we might be saved. Gethsemane
was the last point on the way to the Cross at which
Jesus could have turned back. It was at Gethsemane
that he struggled against the world, the flesh and the
devil before taking that long, lonely journey to Calvary.
It was at Gethsemane that he determined to go the way
of the Cross. Do we understand fully the meaning of
the Cross?

13th August
Mark 14:43-46
In John 13:30 we learn that Judas had slipped away
early from the Last Supper. He now returns and he
brings with him a well-armed company of priests and
temple guards. The worst part of what followed is that
Judas used the signs of love and discipleship as the
means of betrayal, namely, the kiss of peace and the
word ‘rabbi’. When we read the Gospel stories and see
all the miracles that Jesus did, and hear the words he
spoke, and recognise the love and compassion which
he displayed is it not astonishing that one of his
closest friends could desire to see him arrested and
killed? What made Judas betray his Master? One verse
in the New Testament certainly helps us to understand
Judas, and that is 1 Corinthians 2:14 where we read, ‘The
man without the Spirit does not accept the things that
come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him, and he cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually discerned’. Judas was not a spiritually
enlightened man and because of this he could not
understand what Jesus was doing, and he could not
understand his purpose. Have we been enlightened by
the Holy Spirit?

14th August
Mark 14:47-52
They come in the dead of night and take Jesus away.
We must not think, however, even at this stage, that
things were out of control. As we read this account, we
see a man who was completely in control of the
situation, who was calm, who was apparently unafraid
and who was quite prepared to accept what he knew
was going to happen. Gethsemane is past. Jesus had
asked for the cup to be taken from him yet indicated
that he was prepared to do God’s will, and in this
passage we see him doing that will with absolute poise
and dignity. Jesus had won through to the place where
he was willing to die. He was entirely ready to lay
down his life for others. The awful conclusion to this
episode is described in the cold and stark words of
verse 50, ‘Then everyone deserted him and fled’. Jesus
had told them this would happen (verse 27), yet at the
time they all protested. Nothing would prevent them
from following Jesus. They were brave, they would
stand firm. Jesus was now alone with his captors and
enemies. Can you imagine the loneliness of that
moment?

15th August
Mark 14:53-59
If we want a record of the exact sequence of events
following up to the arrest of Jesus, including a
description of the various individuals and groups
before whom he was taken, then we must go to one of
the longer Gospels. Mark’s intention is simply to show
the injustice of what took place and the sheer speed of
the proceedings. Jesus is taken before the Sanhedrin,
ostensibly to be tried but, as verse 55 makes clear, they
had already made up their minds. They were not
seeking justice, they were seeking evidence to put him
to death. They did not want to discover the truth, they
only wanted his execution. They were like a pack of
wild jackals baying for blood. They could not find any
evidence against Jesus but that did not deter them.
They wheeled out a series of witnesses who would
testify against him irrespective of the truth but even
their statements did not agree. Why were they so
hostile? One simple answer is that they were being
used by Satan. He has always been the enemy of God’s
servants and of God’s Son.

16th August
Mark 14:60-65
Finally, the High Priest intervened and began to
interview Jesus. The key question was, ‘Are you the
Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?’ When Jesus
answered ‘I am, and you will see the Son of Man sitting
at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the
clouds of heaven’. The high priest declared this to be
blasphemy and we read, ‘They all condemned him as
worthy of death’. This was the critical point. When
Jesus claimed to be the Christ, the trial was over. That
was all that was needed. Then began the insults and
the beatings, and this entire process of judicial murder
was taken a step further. These men understood the
significance of this claim and what it meant for them.
The Jews expected Messiah to come and if the people
believed that Jesus was the one, they would listen to
him and not to the chief priests. Their power base was
being challenged and the control they had over the
people was threatened. They were not interested in the
truth or otherwise of the claim of Jesus to be the
Messiah. Do we believe that Jesus was the promised
Messiah? If so, have we given our lives completely to
him?

17th August
Mark 14:66-72
As we saw last Monday, Jesus had prophesied that
Peter would deny that he knew Jesus. More than that,
he specifically said that Peter would deny him three
times ‘before the rooster crows twice’ (Mark 14:30). Now
we see the fulfilment of that prophecy. All of the
disciples had run away, despite their assurances that
they were willing to die with Jesus. Now Peter denies
three times that he even knew Jesus. What a tragedy,
what a downfall. We must recognise the enormity of
this betrayal. As Alan Cole has said, ‘It is fashionable to
make excuses for Peter, as some do for Judas… but
unless we see the heinousness of his sin, we cannot
understand the bitterness of his remorse, nor the depth
of his repentance, nor the riches of grace in his
restoration’. As soon as the rooster crowed a second
time, Peter remembered what Jesus had said and he
broke down and wept. There was still hope for Peter
and a place in God’s plan, but he did not know this at
that point. All he knew was misery and guilt.

18th August
Mark 15:1-15
The first fifteen verses of chapter 15 of Mark’s Gospel
describe Jesus’ encounter with Pilate. The chief priests,
elders, teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin
had brought Jesus before Pilate. The encounter which
follows is fascinating and we learn a good deal about
this man Pilate. At the time of Jesus, Judea was under
the control of the Roman Empire with an occupying
army. The Emperor appointed governors in each of the
provinces which were under Roman control, and Pilate
was the Governor of Judea. His official title was
‘Procurator’.He was the fifth procurator of Judea, and he
was appointed by Emperor Tiberius. He was in
complete charge of Judea and the occupying forces
acted under his authority. This force probably
amounted to several thousand men, some of whom
were stationed in Caesarea with the remainder in
Jerusalem. Pilate had great power, and whether a
convicted criminal lived or died was entirely up to him.
Even capital sentences passed by the Sanhedrin had to
be referred to him for ratification. The scholars tell us
that, ‘He also appointed the high priests and controlled
the Temple and its funds…’. In short, this was a very
important man in Judea, even though he was
insignificant in terms of the Roman Empire.

19th August
Mark 15:1-15
Jesus was brought before him, to answer the charges
laid against him by the Sanhedrin and to hear Pilate’s
decision as to whether or not to uphold the demands
of the Sanhedrin for his execution. You can see that
this was a crucial moment. The remarkable thing is that
Jesus refused to answer any of the charges brought
against him. This astonished Pilate and he was
completely at a loss to know what to do. The key thing
to understand about Pilate is that he wanted to satisfy
the crowd. As we see in verse 15: ‘Wanting to satisfy
the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them’.It’s not
uncommon for political leaders to want to satisfy the
crowd. That’s why we have ‘focus groups’ and that’s
why politicians will promise just about anything in
order to get elected. Only very brave and principled
leaders will stick to their guns in the face of hostility –
especially from the media. The truth of the matter is
that Pilate did not want to crucify Jesus. This is clear
from Luke 23:20-23. Here we see the weakness of the
man. He did not believe that Jesus had done anything
deserving death. Indeed, he could find nothing at all
that Jesus had done wrong. But the shouts of the crowd
grew louder ‘and their shouts prevailed’. He knew the
right thing to do but he didn’t do it.

20th August
Mark 15:16-20
We begin today with the soldiers. Verses 16-20
describe how the soldiers mocked, jeered and taunted
the Lord. We also have a description of the violence
which he suffered at their hands. They dressed him
like a king or an emperor and pretended to worship
him, and then they beat him. You might imagine that
these were hardened men and that the person of Jesus
could make no impact on them. But this is not so. In
verse 39 we find this: ‘And when the centurion, who
stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw
how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of
God!”‘ A tough Roman soldier, he had no doubt
crucified many people but when he witnessed the
death of this man he knew that he was different. The
death of Jesus had a marked effect upon him, and
convinced him that Jesus was the Son of God.

21st August
Mark 15:16-20
Matthew’s version of the story tells us that it was not
only the centurion who was affected by the death of
Christ but the common soldiers too, these very men
who had taunted and beaten him. In Matthew 27:54 we
are told that they joined with the centurion in
confessing Jesus’ sonship. One thing is clear. This was
no ordinary crucifixion, and that could be seen even by
these soldiers. God revealed himself on that day in a
powerful way. It is striking that, in the midst of the
horror of this execution, Christ made himself known.
Jesus Christ is not some figure in a glass case on the
wall of a church but a real man who experienced real
violence and indeed used that violence to save us, by
his broken body and shed blood.

22nd August
Mark 15:21-25
The next person we encounter in this chapter is Simon
of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus (verse 21).
We are told that he was ‘forced’ to carry the cross of
Jesus. Indeed, Luke tells us (23:26) that he was ‘seized’
for this very purpose. The whole tenor of these verses
suggests a man who was unwilling and unhappy. Once
again, however, there are good reasons for believing
that he later became a Christian, no doubt because of
the effect that Jesus had upon him. In Acts 13:1 we are
told of a Simon called Niger who was one of the
prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch – and
many scholars believe that this is the same man who
carried the cross. Also, in Romans 16:13 we hear Paul
speak of ‘Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother,
who has been a mother to me too’ and many believe
that this speaks of Simon’s wife and son. Whether
these suggestions are true or not is difficult to say, but
it seems a reasonable possibility that Simon later
became a Christian. Once again, God works in the
most unlikely of circumstances to bring salvation.

23rd August
Mark 15:26-32
Having spoken of those like the soldiers and Simon
and the thief on the Cross, we must also note that
there were many who were apparently left unaffected
by the death of Jesus and who, right up until the end,
gave no sign of being moved or changed or converted.
There were the passers-by of whom we read in verses
29-30. They hurled insults at him and urged him to
come down from the cross if he was as powerful as he
had claimed to be. The paradox is that Jesus could
have come down from the cross but he chose to
remain there and die for the salvation of others. What
they wanted him to do was not in their best interests!
Only by dying on the Cross in our place, as a sacrifice
for sin, could atonement be made. The Jesus they
wanted was a miracle worker, what they needed was a
Saviour.

24th August
Mark 15:26-32
We read these verses one more time, to see another
group of people who rejected the message of Jesus.
These were the chief priests and the teachers of the
law (verses 31-32). These were his implacable enemies,
those who had from the earliest days of his public
ministry sought his death. The very words they used
demonstrated their complete failure to understand
him. For example, they said, ‘He saved others but he
can’t save himself!’ Like the passers-by we read of
yesterday, they could not see that it was in the very act
of dying that he did save others. Then they added, ‘Let
this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from
the cross, that we may see and believe’. Even had he
done so, they would not have believed! They had seen
Jesus heal the sick and raise the dead. He had fed the
5,000 and walked on the water. There was no shortage
of miracles and another would have been dismissed in
just the same way as earlier ones. The simple fact is
that their hearts and minds were closed to him.

25th August
Mark 15:33-36
In verses 33-34 we read this: ‘At the sixth-hour darkness
came over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at
the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which means, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?”‘ This is a remarkable
saying of Jesus from the Cross and it requires some
explanation. How can the Son be forsaken by the
Father? And yet it is crucial to any understanding of
the death of Jesus. A few weeks ago at the morning
service, we read 2 Corinthians 5:21 which says, ‘God
made him who had no sin to be sin for us so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God’. In
‘becoming sin’ for us, Jesus was identified with sinners
and took the place of sinners. God the Father then
poured out upon his Son the judgement which ought
rightly to have come upon us. No wonder Jesus could
cry out as he did.

26th August
Mark 15:37
This is one of the most striking and poignant verses in
the Bible: ‘With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last’. As
we have read through Mark’s Gospel, we have followed
the story of this man Jesus but tonight we see the way
in which his earthly life ended. He died on the Cross.
This is a very familiar event to us but there are several
points we ought to make here in order to fully
understand it. First, despite the fact that he was the
incarnate Son of God, it was a real death. Second, it
was an agonising death, a terrible way to die. Third, it
was a death which marked the end of his suffering and
held open the prospect of glory ahead. Fourth, it was a
death that would soon be followed by resurrection.

27th August
Mark 15:37
As we consider the death of Christ, it is also good to
remember the full circle of his birth, life and death. We
know the story of Jesus’ birth, which we celebrate at
Christmas; and we know the story of his death, which
we celebrate at Easter, but do we know the relationship
between them? There is a sense in which his death
helps us to understand the meaning of his birth. To put
it another way, it is not possible to separate Christmas
from Easter. The birth of Jesus and the death of Jesus
are part of the one divine event, and to divide the two
is to misunderstand the meaning of both. When Jesus
was crucified he won a battle over the forces of evil,
but we are only able to win that daily battle against sin
and evil if we do it in the power of the one who died
and was raised again. The baby Jesus in the manger in
Bethlehem, without the man hanging on the cross
outside Jerusalem, is a God who cannot help us.

28th August
Mark 15:38
Again, just a single verse today but a verse which
speaks volumes! The Scripture says: ‘The curtain of the
temple was torn in two from top to bottom’.Do you
know the meaning of this strange event, this tearing of
the curtain? The answer lies in thinking about the high
priesthood of Jesus Christ. To understand this, read
Hebrews 10:1-14. This describes how, once each year,
the High Priest went through the curtain into the Holy
of Holies to make sacrifices for his own sins and the
sins of the people. Do you see why the curtain was no
longer needed? It was because the high Priest was no
longer needed. We have a new High Priest, Jesus Christ,
who with one sacrifice (of himself) has put an end to all
sacrifices. Everyone could now go into the nearer
presence of God, through faith in Jesus Christ.

29th August
Mark 15:39-41
Over the past two weeks, we have been looking at
various people involved in the story of the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Today we come to some of Jesus’
most loyal supporters and helpers. In verse 40 we read
of ‘some women,’ among them Mary Magdelene, Mary
the mother of James, and Salome. We are told that
other women were there also. Now, these were truly
remarkable women. In particular, we must say
something about their courage. The disciples had fled
when Jesus was arrested. Peter had denied Jesus three
times rather than admit to being a follower. Later, the
disciples are to be found hiding in an upper room
afraid to go out but these women followed Jesus
everywhere. They stood below the cross and watched
him die. Later, it was they who went to the tomb to
anoint his body and discovered the empty tomb. What
faithful service to their Lord.

30th August
Mark 15:42-47
We read in verses 43-46 of another participant in the
story, Joseph of Arimathea. We’re told that he ‘went
boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body’. Like
Nicodemus, whose meeting with Jesus is described in
John 3, Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin who
became a follower of Jesus. Mark tells us that he was
‘waiting for the Kingdom of God’ (verse 43). Now this
man was clearly taking a major risk. The Sanhedrin and
the whole Jewish leadership had conspired to put Jesus
to death and here is one of their own asking for the
body, to give him a decent burial. He was putting his
own position as a member of the Sanhedrin at risk.
Indeed, given the heightened tension surrounding
these events, he was perhaps putting even his own life
in danger. All this for the sake of Jesus. It is
astonishing the courage that comes from faith and
conviction.

31st August
Mark 16:1-8
In these readings in Mark’s Gospel, we come today to
the story of the Resurrection. The facts of that Easter
Sunday are well known. As soon as the Jewish sabbath
was over, three women: Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James and Salmome, went to the tomb where
Jesus had been laid, in order to anoint his body with
spices, as was the custom. When they arrived, they
discovered that the stone had been rolled away from
the entrance to the tomb and the body of Jesus was
missing. Then we’re told of the meeting with the angel
and the good news they received that Jesus was alive.
They were instructed to ‘go, tell his disciples and Peter’
(notice the special word for the one who needed it
most) to expect to see Jesus in Galilee. These are the
recorded facts of that resurrection morning. What an
astonishing encounter and what a glorious joy. Their
Saviour was not dead, as they had imagined but was
alive!

SEPTEMBER

1st September
Mark 16:9-14
These verses describe the various post-resurrection
appearances of Jesus. Each of these is described more
fully in the other Gospels. The story of Mary
Magdalene and her encounter with Jesus, when she
thought he was the gardener, is in John 20:11-18. When
our passage goes on to speak of Jesus’ appearance to
‘two of them while they were walking in the country’, it
is almost certainly referring to the incident in Luke
24:13-32 when Jesus met two of the disciples on the
road to Emmaus. Verse 14 describes Jesus appearance
to the eleven in the upper room, described in John
20:19-29. Read these stories and remind yourself of
these astonishing events. The message is clear: Christ
is risen, He is risen indeed!

2nd September
Hosea 1
Hosea prophesied for a long time, perhaps thirty years
or more, during the reigns of several kings (see verse
1). He was a contemporary of Isaiah, although Isaiah
prophesied to the southern kingdom of Judah, with its
capital in Jerusalem, whereas Hosea prophesied to the
northern kingdom of Israel. The prophecy of Hosea is a
kind of ‘acted parable’, with the life and experiences of
the prophet himself being used as an illustration of
God’s relationship with Israel. God told Hosea to marry
Gomer, who would prove to be an ‘adulterous wife’. In
other words, God told Hosea to marry a wife whom he
was told in advance would be unfaithful. The message
of the book starts here. Just as Hosea’s wife became
unfaithful, so Israel, God’s people, have become
unfaithful. Just as Gomer went after other men, so
Israel went after other gods. God uses this sad story of
Hosea’s life to illustrate with great power the
unfaithfulness of Israel.

3rd September
Hosea 1
Hosea and Gomer had three children and they were
given names which underlined the message which God
had sent Hosea to declare to the nation of Israel. The
first was called ‘Jezreel’ and we are told the reason in
verse 4: ‘because I will soon punish the house of Jehu
for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the
kingdom of Israel’. This massacre is described in 2
Kings 9 and 10. This prophecy was fulfilled in 752 BC
and the entire northern kingdom lasted only another
thirty years. The second child was called ‘not loved’ or
‘not pitied’ as a statement of God withdrawing His
grace and love, albeit temporarily. The third child was
called ‘not my people’. There came a time when the
people of God, by their actions made themselves
strangers to God and could no longer be regarded as
his people. This is a recurring danger for the people of
God, in Hosea’s day and in ours. God will not be
mocked by those who use his name but do not live as
his people.

4th September
Hosea 2:1-13
These verses describe in detail the judgement of God
which will fall on Israel because the nations have
worshipped the Baals instead of the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob. As the covenant people of God, they
should have been faithful but were not. In verse 8, God
says that they refused even to recognise that he was
the one who ‘gave her the grain, the new wine and oil,
who lavished on her the silver and gold - which they
used for Baal’. They were so bound up in their
disobedience and rebellion that they did not even
recognise God’s providence. God says that, as a
punishment for this, their harvests would suffer, their
religious ceremonies would be taken away and Israel
would be punished ‘for the days she burned incense to
the Baals’ (verse 13). God had commanded that only he
was to be worshipped. Moses, in the Ten
Commandments, describes God as a ‘jealous God’
(Exodus 20:5). God will not share the worship of his
people with anyone or anything.

5th September
Hosea 2:14-23
In the second half of this chapter the tone changes.
The judgement having been pronounced and acted
upon, God now speaks tenderly to Israel and seeks to
bring the nation back to himself. He will remove all
worship of the Baals, he will make a covenant with
them and once again, their crops will produce a good
yield. The illustration of a marriage continues. God will
betroth his people to himself and restore them to high
position as the covenant people. God will say to them
‘You are my people’ and they will respond, ‘You are my
God’. One of the characteristics of the Minor Prophets
is the way in which God’s judgement is followed by
expressions of God’s love and faithfulness. God might
punish his people for a time, a process of fatherly
discipline but he always seeks to bring them back to
himself.

6th September
Hosea 3
This chapter probably describes events many years
after chapters 1 and 2. Hosea’s wife Gomer has become
an adulterous woman and remained so for a long time.
Now Hosea is told by God to go and bring her back
again into his house and to restore her to her position
as his wife.In verse 2 it says that he ‘bought her’
implying that he had to pay to release her from her
adulterous relationship. In effect, she became his slave
because of this purchase but he treated her as his wife.
The symbolism of this chapter concerns Israel. Israel
had gone after other gods and was therefore in an
‘adulterous relationship’, but God had decided to bring
her home to himself. He would forgive her, restore her,
and set his affection upon her. The adultery would be
in the past and the relationship between God and
Israel would be restored.

7th September
Hosea 4
Hosea had been reconciled to his wife as a picture of
the reconciliation between God and Israel, but Israel
was not yet ready to be reconciled to God. In this
chapter, God lays out his charge against them,
indicating the many ways in which they had offended
him. The primary problem was a lack of faithfulness.
Just as Gomer had been unfaithful, so Israel had been
unfaithful to God. This unfaithfulness had led to
bloodshed and violence (verse 2). The result of this
unfaithfulness and bloodshed was that the land was
suffering. Even the priests, who should have been
leading the people in the ways of God, were guilty.
Look at verses 7-8: ‘The more the priests increased, the
more they sinned against me; they exchanged their
Glory for something disgraceful. They feed on the sins
of my people and relish their wickedness’. They would
be punished. The rest of the chapter makes it clear that
the people of Israel, like their priests, had forsaken God
and would likewise be punished. This chapter is a real
warning to us of what happens when a nation
abandons God and his Word.

8th September
Hosea 5
God addresses the king, the priests, and the people in
this chapter, as we see in verse 1. They are unable to
return to God because of their actions. They have a
‘spirit of prostitution’, meaning that they go after the
Baals. The key problem, however, is that they ‘do not
acknowledge the Lord’ (verse 4). To acknowledge the
Lord means to recognise him as Lord and to submit to
his authority. The failure to do so makes it impossible
to find forgiveness and reconciliation. In our own
situation, we might say that our nation will continue to
suffer until the leaders of the church and the nation
acknowledge God and submit to him. Hosea makes it
clear that, in their present sinful condition, Israel would
not find God, even if they searched for him, because
‘he has withdrawn himself from them’ (verse 6). God
never abandons his covenant people but often in their
history he ‘withdrew’ from them because of their sin
and poured out his judgement. Even so, God says ‘I
long to redeem them’ (13).

9th September
Hosea 6
In the first three verses of this chapter, Hosea sums up
what the people of Israel are saying. They are quite
convinced that what they have gone through is
temporary and that God will forgive and forget. In
other words, they had no idea of how bad their
situation was, nor how seriously God took their sin.
God responds in verses 4-6 by spelling out the level of
repentance he requires. Note particularly verse 6,
where God makes it clear that religious observance
was not what he wanted. Instead, there must be a real
change of heart and real evidence of repentance. After
all, as we see in verses 7-10, they had broken the
covenant and were living appalling lives. The lesson
for us is that church involvement is not enough, God
wants faith and repentance.

10th September
Hosea 7
In the first seven verses, Hosea addresses the rulers of
the nation. He speaks of intrigue and of the fall of the
kings of Israel (most of them died in coups). He then
goes on in verses 8-13 to speak of the corrupt nature of
the national leadership and their constant tendency to
trust in the nations round about instead of in their
God, now turning to Egypt, now to Assyria (verse 11).
Finally, in verses 14-16, he speaks of the insincerity of
their worship. It was not from the heart and thus not
acceptable. God had ‘trained them and strengthened
them’ (verse 15) but instead of appreciating all that the
Lord had done for them, they plotted against him and
engaged in idolatry. Their judgement would come. We
need to learn the lesson of what happens to a nation
which does not acknowledge God or recognise all that
he has done for them.

11th September
Hosea 8
Hosea summarises the sin of the nation of Israel and
its inevitable consequences. The people had broken
the covenant (verse 1); they had rejected the good
(verse 2); they appointed kings without consulting God
(verse 4); they make idols to worship (verse 4); they
rejected God’s law (verse 12). In summary, ‘Israel has
forgotten his Maker’ (verse 14). As a result, ‘they sow
the wind and reap the whirlwind’ (verse 7). Truly the
whirlwind of God’s wrath would soon come upon
Israel. They had passed the point of no return. There
was no way back to God because their lives, their
worship and their leaders had turned permanently
away from God.

12th September
Hosea 9
The reference to Assyria in verse 3 indicates what
would happen to the Israelites. Having abandoned God,
he would send them off into exile in Assyria. This is
described in 2 Kings 18:9-12: ‘In King Hezekiah's fourth
year, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of
Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king of Assyria
marched against Samaria and laid siege to it. At the
end of three years, the Assyrians took it. So Samaria
was captured in Hezekiah's sixth year, which was the
ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel. The king of
Assyria deported Israel to Assyria and settled them in
Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River, and in towns of
the Medes. This happened because they had not
obeyed the LORD their God, but had violated his
covenant - all that Moses the servant of the LORD
commanded. They neither listened to the commands
nor carried them out’. This took place in 723 BC. The
southern kingdom of Judah would also go into exile,
this time to Babylon in 587 BC.

13th September
Hosea 10
In the Bible, we often have the imagery of trees and
fruit. Jesus himself warned, in Matthew 3:10, that ‘The
axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree
that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire’. Elsewhere he said that a bad tree
could not bear good fruit, nor a good tree bear bad
fruit (Matthew 7:18). That is the language we have here
in Hosea 10. God says that the nation had produced
bad fruit and so the tree would be cut down so that
this did not continue. There was to be no more
idolatry. In verses 7-15 it is the king who is specified as
a source of sin and idolatry and the judgement is
passed on him and future kings. We only have to read
2 Kings to see how the whole situation deteriorated to
this point. Are we producing good fruit or bad fruit?

14th September
Hosea 11
The first verse is a description of a past event. It
speaks of how God heard the cries of his people as
they laboured under the oppression of Egypt and sent
Moses to bring them out of the land of bondage and
into the Promised Land. Verses 2-7 make it clear that
they will again go into slavery and bondage because of
their sin. Verses 8-11 give a word of hope and the
promise of final deliverance. That constant movement
between grace and judgment is typical of this whole
Book. We see both the anger of God and his love. We
see his judgment and the promise of restoration. The
holiness of God and the love of God may sometimes
seem to be standing in sharp contrast to one another,
but in this chapter of Hosea, they come together.
Because he is the Holy One (verse 9) it is inevitable
that sin will be judged, but because he is also the God
of love (1 John 4:7-12) he weeps over his people and
longs to bring them back to himself. Unless we
properly understand this tension in God between love
and holiness, we shall fail to have a balanced
Christianity, and we shall also fail to understand the
atonement.

15th September
Hosea 11
We read this chapter again today to reflect on the
amazing love of God. God’s love shines through the
pages of this prophecy of Hosea. In this story and its
meaning, we discover three things about God and his
amazing, persevering love. The first thing to say is that
God loved his people dearly. The reason God entered a
covenant with Israel in the first place was because of
His love. Second, because of his love for his people,
God was hurt by Israel’s unfaithfulness. Just as we can
understand the pain in Hosea as he sees the behaviour
of his unfaithful wife, so we can imagine the pain in
God as he contemplates his unfaithful people. Third,
there was no reason for unfaithfulness and no
justification for Israel’s adulterous turning to other
gods. Since he loved his people, God had done
everything that was possible for Israel’s good. In
another prophecy, in Isaiah 5:1-4, we can hear the
agonised astonishment of God that his people should
turn away from him. God says, in effect, ‘what more
could I have done for you? The message of the book,
however, is that the amazing, persevering love of God
triumphed in the end. Just as Hosea took action to
bring his unfaithful wife back home, so God acted to
bring Israel back to himself.

16th September
Hosea 12
In this chapter the prophet speaks out against both the
northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom
of Judah. Both were guilty of sin, not least the sins of
greed, injustice, and fraud. Worst of all, they were guilty
of idolatry, worshipping idols which they had made
instead of worshipping the God who had made them.
Their sins were compounded because they were sins
against the God who had chosen them, made them his
own covenant people, and blessed them richly. The
prophet reminds them of how God had blessed Jacob,
how he had redeemed them from Egypt and how he
had sent them prophets to guide and teach them.
Despite all of this they refused to turn back from their
evil ways.

17th September
Hosea 13
Hosea returns to the theme of idolatry which has
recurred so often in this prophecy. They were making
idols and were even guilty of human sacrifice and
kissing calf-idols. The Lord cries out against them in
verse 4: ‘But I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no
Saviour except me’. The people of God were only to
worship the Lord their God. To do otherwise was to
court disaster. The prophet goes on to remind them of
all that God did for them, in giving them the land of
Canaan and in providing prosperity (verses 5-8).
Unfortunately, they used their prosperity to sin. The
final judgement is pronounced in verses 9-16. It is a
frightening description of what would happen when
the Assyrians invaded.

18th September
Hosea 14
In this final chapter, God calls on his people to repent.
It is late in the day and the Assyrians are coming but it
is not too late to return to the Lord with repentant
hearts and to seek his face. This is further evidence of
God’s love for his people that he could make this
evangelical appeal at this late stage in the life of Israel.
In verses 4-9 God promises to forgive those who
repent, to heal them and to love them. He promises
once again to shower them with blessings and set
them up again as a nation respected and famed. The
message of God to sinners in our day is the same as
his message to the people of Israel in Hosea’s day:
despite the state of the church and the state of the
nation, it is not too late to repent and turn back to the
Lord. If we do so, we shall find a welcome from a
loving God who longs to have us as his children.

19th September
Joel 1:1-12
We know virtually nothing about this prophet. We do
not know when he prophesied, although there are
similarities with Amos and some of the other prophets
which might place him as one of their contemporaries.
The occasion for the prophecy is a plague of locusts.
Joel compares this to an invasion of the land by a
powerful nation (verse 6), possibly referring to the
Assyrians invading Israel. The destruction caused by
the locusts and the sheer darkness brought on the land
by the swarms of them is used to speak of the
darkness and destruction of the Day of the Lord.

20th September
Joel 1:13-20
The prophet issues a call to repentance. He begins with
the priests and those who minister in the temple in
verse 13: ‘Put on sackcloth, O priests, and mourn; wail,
you who minister before the altar. Come, spend the
night in sackcloth, you who minister before my God;
for the grain offerings and drink, offerings are withheld
from the house of your God’. The priests are to call for
a fast, hold a solemn assembly and summon everyone
to the house of the Lord. The urgency is because ‘the
day of the Lord is near’. Their fields are devastated,
their storehouses have been destroyed, the streams
have dried up and fire has caused devastation. The
people must cry out to the Lord for help and must
return to Him in repentance.

21st September
Joel 2:1-11
The swarm of locusts becomes the army of the Lord as
he comes in judgement. The day of the Lord is coming
and a ‘mighty army comes, such as never was of old
nor ever will be in ages to come’ (verse 2). This day of
the Lord refers to a coming day of judgement. On that
day, the full force of God will be raised against all his
enemies, including his own people for their sin. Notice
particularly verse 11: ‘The LORD thunders at the head of
his army; his forces are beyond number, and mighty
are those who obey his command. The day of the
LORD is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it?’ We
might well take these words to heart because each one
of us will stand before God on the Day of Judgement
when Christ returns. If we are not ready, clothed in the
righteousness of Christ then ‘who can endure it?’

22nd September
Joel 2:12-17
In the midst of the warning about the day of the Lord, a
word of hope is given. It is not too late. The Lord calls
people to return to him. Notice verse 13: ‘Return to the
LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents
from sending calamity’. This is the same message we
saw in Hosea. Even on the brink of judgement, it is still
possible to turn back and find forgiveness from the
Lord. Are there people we know who are unsaved,
standing outside of the covenant, who have neglected
Christ’s call? We must urgently call them to turn to God
through Jesus Christ. Just as Joel pleaded with the
people, so we must plead with those who are heading
for a lost eternity in Hell.

23rd September
Joel 2:18-32
The Lord takes pity on his people. He promises to
replace all that the locusts have taken and to drive out
the invading army. The Lord will do great things. The
pastures will become green again, the trees will bear
fruit and the autumn rains will come. God says that he
will ‘repay you for the years the locusts have eaten’.
More than all this, however, God promises to pour out
his Spirit upon them. On that day amazing things
would happen, as we read in verses 28-29: ‘Your sons
and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream
dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my
Spirit in those days’. This is the prophecy which Peter
quoted in Acts 2:16-21, to explain what was happening
on the Day of Pentecost. The prophet says that
‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved’. Have we called on the name of the Lord and
been saved?

24th September
Joel 3
The enemies of God’s people will themselves be judged
for all that they have done to Israel and Judah. The
Lord himself will pass judgement on them and bring
them to nothing. The enemies of Israel will themselves
suffer in the way that God’s people have suffered. On
that day, as we read in verse 16, ‘the LORD will be a
refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of
Israel’.No longer will the Lord turn his back on the
people of Israel because of their sin. They will be
forgiven and restored. Judah will be restored, and the
city of Jerusalem will once again be the city of God.
Some of this came true when the people of God
returned to Judah and Jerusalem after the Exile. Some
of the prophecy, however, will only be fulfilled when
Christ returns.

25th September
Jonah 1
The prophecy begins with the news that God told
Jonah to go to preach in Nineveh. This was a word
from the Lord, but Jonah refused to listen to the Lord’s
instructions. The second thing we see in this chapter is
a picture of Jonah running away from God. It was bad
enough refusing to obey God’s instructions but now he
runs away from God. Jonah went in the opposite
direction to where God wanted him to go. Running
away from God led Jonah into deep trouble (literally).
These verses speak to us of the sovereign power of
God. God was able to have Jonah thrown into the sea
and God was also able to rescue him from the sea. God
used the sailors. Do you know people like Jonah? They
know the Gospel and they know God’s call to turn back
to him, but they refuse to listen to God and they try to
run away and live their lives according to their own
wishes and desires. The truth is that when we try to
run away from God, it always ends badly.

26th September
Jonah 2
The passage begins with these dramatic words: ‘From
inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God’.
Imagine that! Jonah is in prayer to God from the belly
of the great fish. Something has happened to him. This
is the man who was running away from God and now
he is deep in prayer. Was it just because he was in
trouble? Or was God acting in power to change the
heart of Jonah? Jonah was restored to the presence of
God. It might be said that this is the basis of all
Christian work and all Christian preaching, to bring
people into the presence of God. Jonah came to realise
that there was no possible escape from God. God
wanted a preacher to go to Nineveh, and he had
chosen Jonah for that task. God used his rebellion and
his running away to change his heart and to prepare
him. The lesson that he couldn’t escape from God and
from the purposes of God was one very important
lesson.

27th September
Jonah 3:1-4
The first three verses of chapter 3 demonstrate that
Jonah is a changed man: ‘Then the word of the LORD
came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the great city of
Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”
Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to
Nineveh’. Notice several points here: first, Jonah was
given a second opportunity to obey God; second, the
Word of the Lord came to him; and third, Jonah obeyed
the word of the Lord. He went to Nineveh and
preached the message God had given him. He was
faithful to his calling and his mission. He did not try to
water the message down to make it more palatable and
he did not add to it anything of his own making – he
simply passed on what he had been told to say. In this
way, he acted as a good ambassador should.

28th September
Jonah 3:5-10
The result of Jonah’s preaching was an amazing revival.
The people of Nineveh, from the king down, heard,
believed, and responded to the message. This was a
remarkable result. If you read most of the prophets,
their message fell on deaf ears. Indeed, some of them
were told when they were called that their message
would fall on deaf ears. That was not the case here.
The result was that the people were saved from
destruction. God had called on them to turn away from
their sin and when they did, he was pleased to have
compassion on them and did not destroy them. It
would be wonderful to see today a response to God’s
Word of this magnitude.

29th September
Jonah 4
Now you might imagine that Jonah would be delighted
to be the instrument of God’s grace and salvation in
Nineveh. Most Ministers that I know would give
anything to be used by God in this way. Despite what
we might expect, however, we’re told that ‘Jonah was
greatly displeased and became angry’. He tells the
people of Nineveh to repent, or destruction would
come upon their city, and is terribly upset when they
do repent! Jonah moves outside the city and builds
himself a shelter. God, we’re told, provided a vine to
provide some shelter from the scorching. At dawn the
next day, however, God provided a worm which
chewed the vine so that it withered, and Jonah was
exposed to the full force of the sun once again. Jonah
was furious. God, however, was trying to teach Jonah a
lesson in all of this. Jonah was concerned about a vine
but couldn’t understand God’s concern for the people
of Nineveh. He had a lot to learn!

30th September
Psalm 34
In the midst of many troubled times, David was able to
reflect and to worship and write beautiful, God-given
poetry. Here is one example, written when David
pretended to be insane to escape Achish King of Gath
(1 Samuel 21:13). Psalm 34:8: ‘Taste and see that the Lord
is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him’.
David knew that the only way to discover the love and
goodness of the Lord was to ‘taste and see’. It is as we
entrust ourselves to God that we discover all the riches
of his grace. We must take that step of faith.

