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OCTOBER

1st October
Luke 1:1-4
This Gospel was written by Luke, whom Paul describes
in Colossians 4:14 as ‘Our dear friend Luke, the doctor’.
Luke was also the author of the Acts of the Apostles
and both books are addressed to ‘Theophilus’. The Acts
of the Apostles begins with these words, ‘In my former
book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to
do and to teach until the day he was taken up to
heaven…’ In this way, he describes the content of his
Gospel. One important point to notice is the way in
which the Gospel came to be written. Luke says that he
has ‘carefully investigated everything from the
beginning’ in order to ‘write an orderly account’. The
writers of Scripture were carried along by the Holy
Spirit (2 Peter 1:21) but this does not mean that they
heard words from heaven and wrote them down. Luke
studied, investigated and wrote an orderly account. The
Holy Spirit was guiding him, but a normal process of
research and writing took place, using his human skills.
The end result is Scripture and as we read this book,
we should expect God to speak to us through it, by his
Holy Spirit.

2nd October
Luke 1:1-4
Notice in these first four verses that Luke tells
Theophilus his reason for writing the Gospel: ‘so that
you may know the certainty of the things you have
been taught’. The facts concerning Jesus’ life, ministry,
and teaching, as well as his death, resurrection, and
ascension, were written to bring certainty, to help place
the Christian convictions of Theophilus on a secure
foundation. This is important for two reasons. First, it
shows that the Christian faith is based upon certain
historical facts and events. Over the years, there have
been those who have argued that Christian faith can
be maintained even if the incarnation or the
resurrection or the miracles never happened. This is
not true. Second, it shows that the Gospels were
written for a purpose, namely, to strengthen the faith of
believers. John said that his reason for writing a
Gospel was ‘that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God and that by believing you may
have life in his name’ (John 20:31). As we read this
Gospel, we should expect our faith to be strengthened
and our hearts encouraged.

3rd October
Luke 1:5-17
These verses tell the story of how the birth of John the
Baptist was foretold by the angel Gabriel. Zechariah
was a priest, as both he and his wife Elizabeth were
from the tribe of Levi, the priestly tribe. They were a
godly couple, as we see in verse 6: ‘Both of them were
upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s
commandments and regulations blamelessly’. Their
great burden, however, was that Elizabeth was barren
and they had no children. Indeed, this had been a
matter of serious prayer for them. Imagine Zechariah’s
shock when the angel appears to him, while he was
serving in the temple, and tells him that his prayers
have been answered and that Elizabeth was going to
bear him a son. Then he is told how significant his son
will be to the nation of Israel. John would be ‘great in
the sight of the Lord’ and he would be ‘filled with the
Holy Spirit even from birth’. More than that, he would
help to turn people back to God and so ‘to make ready
a people prepared for the Lord’. John the Baptist would
have a significant place in the unfolding divine plan for
the salvation of sinners. He was the one who would
prepare the way for Jesus.

4th October
Luke 1:18-25
Unfortunately, Zechariah found it hard to believe what
the angel said. After all, he and his wife were ‘well on
in years’ (verse 7). From a human point of view, what
the angel was saying seemed impossible. Zechariah
wanted to know how he could be sure of this promise
about a son. Then we have these striking words, ‘I am
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have
been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good
news’. The message that he was to have a son came
directly from God and Zechariah should have believed
and not doubted. As a result, he was struck dumb until
John was born. Despite being a faithful man of God,
Zechariah had forgotten that with God all things are
possible. Elizabeth duly became pregnant. Do we
sometimes doubt God or doubt his Word? Do human
calculations as to what is possible sometimes lead us
to God’s promises?

5th October
Luke 1:26-33
Having just read of the promise that Zechariah and
Elizabeth were to have a son to be named John, we
now find the angel Gabriel bringing the promise of
another child to be born, this time to Mary. Mary is told
that she has found favour with God and will give birth
to a son. Once again, the child is named: he is to be
called Jesus. The difference between the message to
Mary and the message to Zechariah concerns what is
said about this child who is to be born. John was to
turn people back to God, but Jesus would be the Son of
God and his kingdom would never end (see verses 3233). God’s plan for the salvation of sinners centred on
these two children, yet unborn. The one would be a
voice calling in the wilderness for people to repent,
pointing to Jesus as the promised Messiah. The other
would call on people to put their faith in him and so be
saved.

6th October
Luke 1:34-38
The message of Gabriel to Mary must have been
profoundly shocking to a young Jewish girl, not yet
married. She asks how his promise that she was to
have a son can be true since she is a virgin. Then the
most dramatic message of all is given: the child would
be conceived by the Holy Spirit and would be called
the Son of God. To explain how God was incarnated as
Jesus of Nazareth is complex and hard for our small
human minds to grasp, so imagine how that mindbending truth must have impacted Mary. She was to
bear a child who would not be the son of Joseph but
the Son of God! At this point, we see something of the
character of Mary, as we reflect on the different ways
in which Zechariah and Mary responded to Gabriel’s
message. Like Zechariah, Mary cannot fully understand
what is happening but, rather than doubting the angel,
she says, ‘I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as
you have said’ (verse 38). A simple faith in God and in
his messenger. Do we have faith like that?

7th October
Luke 1:39-45
When Gabriel told Mary that she was going to have a
child by the Holy Spirit, he also told her that her cousin
Elizabeth was also expecting a baby. So, Mary goes to
visit Elizabeth. For Mary, this visit was confirmation of
what Gabriel had told her, for Elizabeth it was a joyous
occasion. Never have two women been so blessed by
God and so prepared for their place in history. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, ‘the baby leapt in her
womb’. As Howard Marshall has said, ‘Here is the
beginning of John’s witness to Jesus’. It is also worthy
of comment that Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke from him. Notice her final words,
‘Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has
said to her will be accomplished!’ Both of these women
believed and both of them were blessed.

8th October
Luke 1:46-56
In these verses, we have one of the most famous
hymns or poems in the Bible, Mary’s song to God,
usually called ‘The Magnificat’. The hymn falls into four
parts. In the first part (verses 46-48) Mary praises God
for his goodness to her as an individual. In the second
part (verses 49-50) Mary praises God for his goodness
to all who fear him. The third section (verses 51-53) tells
us that God brings down the proud and the rich but
lifts up the hungry and the humble. The fourth and
final section (54-55) reminds us of God’s mighty acts on
behalf of his chosen people. The Magnificat is a
wonderful hymn of praise to God and is rather like
some of the Psalms in style and content. Perhaps the
main lesson we should take from these verses is that
we, like Mary, should always be praising God for what
he has done and reminding ourselves of God’s concern
for the poor, the hungry and the oppressed.

9th October
Luke 1:57-66
In Luke 1:5-25, we read that an angel had appeared to
Zechariah while he was ministering in the temple and
announced to him that his wife Elizabeth was going to
give birth to a son. Zechariah doubted that this was
possible and so was struck dumb. In today’s passage,
we see that there was much joy and celebration
surrounding John’s birth. Elizabeth having previously
been barren, this son was seen as a sign of God’s
mercy and favour. Elizabeth herself was no doubt
delighted for in those days it was considered to be
most unfortunate (or worse) for a woman to have no
children. On the eighth day, as was the Jewish custom,
the child was circumcised, and those involved were
about to name the child after his father. Elizabeth
objected and said that he was to be named John – this
was what the angel had specified. The people were not
satisfied with this and turned to Zechariah, who
immediately wrote down on a tablet, ‘His name is John’.
This act of faith in what the angel had said was quite
different from his previous doubting attitude, and so
God opened his mouth, and he was able to speak
again.

10th October
Luke 1:57-66
We read these verses again to notice a recurring theme
which underlines much of the New Testament, namely,
promise and fulfilment. In the first part of the chapter
God made a promise to Zechariah and this was fulfilled
in John’s birth. Promise and fulfilment. We could go
back to the prophecy of Malachi and say that John’s
birth was the fulfilment of a promise made there. This,
of course, was the case also with the birth of Jesus,
who fulfilled so many Old Testament prophecies. You
see, our God is a God who keeps his promises. Unlike
us. How many times have we promised to do
something and then didn’t? We either change our
minds, or we forget, or we can’t be bothered. Isn’t it
wonderful to know that our God keeps his promises?
The importance of today’s passage lies in the fact that
God, from all eternity, decided to bring salvation to his
people. In order to do so certain things were
necessary. The birth of John the Baptist was one of
these things. God has a plan of salvation which we can
trace through the Scriptures. If we read the story of the
birth of John the Baptist but don’t see God’s plan of
salvation lying behind that birth, then we miss the
point altogether.

11th October
Luke 1:67-75
We looked at Mary’s song a few days ago and now we
come to Zechariah’s song. When God opened his
mouth so that he could speak again, he immediately
began to worship. In this first part of his hymn, we see
two things. First, notice that the beginning of the hymn
(verses 68-75) clearly refers to Jesus, even though he
was not yet born. It is not insignificant that verse 67
says, ‘Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied’. In other words, this was God speaking
through Zechariah and announcing that the day of his
salvation had come. What a thrill for those who had
waited for generations to see the Messiah. The second
significant thing we see in Zechariah’s hymn is that all
the glory is given to God who has ‘redeemed his
people’ (verse 68). Long before, God had delivered his
people from bondage in Egypt, now he was to deliver
them out of bondage again – this time, bondage to sin.
God himself takes the initiative in salvation. God is in
heaven and all the world is in his hand. He is in
control. He is Lord.

12th October
Luke 1:76-80
As we come to the second part of Zechariah’s song, we
see that a change takes place. In verses 68-75,
Zechariah is speaking in general terms about salvation
and deliverance but now, in verses 76-79, he begins to
speak of his son John’s place in these mighty acts of
God. God was going to make John a ‘prophet’ and he
would ‘go on before the Lord to prepare the way for
him’ (verse 76). The New Testament shows us that this
is precisely what happened. John the Baptist called the
people to repentance in preparation for the coming of
Jesus. He was the voice crying in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for
him’. What was God doing in all of this? Part of the
answer is contained in verse 77, ‘to give his people the
knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of
their sins’. In this way, the whole passage is brought
round to salvation and the forgiveness of sin. Have you
experienced this salvation and forgiveness?

13th October
Luke 2:1-7
One of the best-known stories in the Bible today. There
is to be a census of the entire Roman world and so
Joseph and Mary must go to Bethlehem to register.
Joseph and Mary have been in Bethlehem all day,
searching for somewhere to stay. The town is mobbed
with people who have all come to register in the
census. Mary, about to give birth, is tired and worried
until finally, a kindly innkeeper lets them sleep in the
bottom of the house beside the animals. It is there, in a
cold and dirty stable that Jesus is born. Unnoticed amid
the business of the town, the most important birth
which ever took place. This was the great fulfilment of
God’s eternal purpose to bring about the salvation of a
people for himself. God had taken flesh and been born
as a man. Now Jesus begins the long journey to the
Cross, the reason for his birth.

14th October
Luke 2:8-20
Today we read the remarkable story of how some
shepherds were told by an angel about the birth of
Jesus. In verses 10-11 we read these words spoken by
the angel to the shepherds: ‘Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been
born to you; he is Christ the Lord’. The angel was
bringing good news to these shepherds and through
them, to the world. The second thing we learn from this
verse is that the news will bring great joy. Now this
wasn’t just the joy of Mary and Joseph at the birth of a
child. It was the joy which was to come to the whole
people of God when they heard the message that the
Saviour was born. The angel put it very simply: there
was good news of great joy for all the people because
a Saviour had been born. Is he your Saviour today? If
not, then open your hearts to him and welcome him in.

15th October
Luke 2:8-20
The message of the angel had a profound effect on
these shepherds. Having been told that they would
find the child in a manger, they immediately went to
Bethlehem to find the child. We’re told that after they
had seen the baby, they became evangelists! As Luke
says, ‘When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child,
and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them’. The natural reaction to their
astonishing encounter with the angels and then with
the baby Jesus was to tell everyone what they had seen
and heard. Mary’s reaction was rather different, more
subdued. We read that she ‘treasured up all these
things and pondered them in her heart’.Mary was
storing up all kinds of startling information. Gabriel
told her that she was going to give birth to a child by
the Holy Spirit who would be called the Son of God,
Elizabeth and Zechariah told her that her baby was to
be the Lord and now shepherds were telling her that
he was to be the Saviour.

16th October
Luke 2:21-35
When Jesus was taken to be consecrated in the temple
in Jerusalem, a fascinating encounter takes place.
Simeon had been told by God that he would not die
before seeing the Messiah. When Mary and Joseph
brought Jesus into the temple courts, Simeon knew that
this was the Messiah. He took the child in his arms and
praised God. Notice what he says in verse 30: ‘For my
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel’.
What had he seen? He had seen Jesus. Jesus was the
salvation of the world and now he had come. Simeon
also knew that his task would not be easy and that he
would be ‘a sign that will be spoken against’. He also
knew something of what the final part of messiah’s
work would do to his mother Mary, ‘And a sword will
pierce your own soul too’. Messiah had come but there
was much trouble and pain ahead before he could cry
from the Cross ‘it is finished’.

17th October
Luke 2:36-40
There was another person in the temple, apart from
Simeon, who plays a part in the story. This was Anna, a
prophetess. We’re told that she ‘never left the temple
but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying’. A
godly old woman, she too was enabled by God to see
and recognise the Messiah. She spoke about the
redemption of Jerusalem. This picks up on Isaiah 52:9
and reminds us of Zechariah’s words in Luke 1:68 Jesus
would be a redeemer. In the meantime, as we see in
verses 39-40, Jesus ‘grew and became strong; he was
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon
him’. A redeemer he would be one day but, like every
other child, he had to grow up and become strong
before he was ready to be used for the redemption and
salvation of sinners.

18th October
Luke 2:41-52
The four Gospels are not proper ‘biographies’ of Jesus.
They tell us very little about his life. In fact, they are
devoted almost completely to the last three years of
his life, covering his public ministry and the events of
death and resurrection. This being the case we know
almost nothing about the early life of Jesus, with the
exception of this one story we have read today. This
takes place when Jesus was twelve years old, on the
verge of Jewish manhood. He went with his parents to
the Passover feast in Jerusalem but on the way home,
they discovered he was missing. They found him in the
temple and verses 46-47 speak volumes about his
growth and maturity. The keywords come when he
asks why they were searching for him. He says, ‘Did
you not know that I had to be in my Father’s house?’
(Or ‘about my father’s business’ in some translations). It
shows that, even at this age, Jesus was focused on the
things of God.

19th October
Luke 3:1-14
Here we have the ministry of John the Baptist
described. He preached ‘a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins’ (verse 3). He self-consciously
used the words of Isaiah 40:3-5 as a statement to
describe his ministry. He truly was ‘a voice of one
calling in the desert, “Prepare the way for the Lord…”’.
John had one clear vision; he was to prepare the way
for the Messiah. In doing so, he called people to repent
and turn back to God. In this passage, he confronts
various people, answers their questions, and tells them
to produce fruit in keeping with repentance. In
particular, he made it clear that to be an Israelite
descended from Abraham was not enough. Matthew
tells the same story in slightly different words, giving
us more of a picture of the Baptist: ‘John’s clothes were
made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around
his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People
went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the
whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they
were baptised by him in the Jordan River’.(Matthew 3:46). What an impact this man made!

20th October
Luke 3:15-22
Given the crowds, he was attracting and the power of
his message, many people began to wonder if John was
the messiah for whom they were waiting. John rejects
this idea and makes it quite clear that the Messiah was
still to come. When messiah did come, he said, the
baptism would not be with water but ‘with the Holy
Spirit and with fire’. Jesus himself was baptised by John
in the Jordan River. We read in verses 21-22: ‘When all
the people were being baptised, Jesus was baptised
too. As he was praying, heaven was opened, and the
Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son,
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”’ Notice these
two things. First, at his baptism, the Holy Spirit came
upon him. Second, he received the blessing and
approval of his Father in heaven. Now he was ready to
begin his public ministry.

21st October
Luke 3:23-38
Jesus was about 30 when he began his ministry. At this
significant point in the Gospel, a genealogy is given.
We might have expected this to come right at the
beginning of the Gospel, as part of the story of Jesus’
birth but it comes here instead. Genealogies form an
important part of biblical history due to the importance
of knowing that people were true Israelites and could
trace their lineage back to Abraham. If we compare this
genealogy with Matthew 1, it raises various problems of
consistency, but we have to remember that the practice
of the day was different from ours. Sometimes only the
key figures were mentioned (often skipping several
generations) and sometimes they used literary
structures which are unfamiliar today. The interesting
point about this genealogy is that it does not just go
back to Abraham but to Adam and then to God. It
might be that Luke is picking up on the idea that Jesus
is the ‘last Adam’ (1 Corinthians 15:45) and therefore has
significance beyond Israel, for all humanity.

22nd October
Luke 4:1-13
After his baptism, when the Holy Spirit came upon him,
Jesus was then led out into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. John Knox, in a sermon on the
temptations of Jesus, makes the important point that
temptation does not separate us from God. If the Son
of God could be tempted, then clearly temptations do
not separate us from God. Indeed, the temptations help
to remind us of God’s love and grace as he protects us
against all the assaults of Satan. Sin separates us from
God but not temptations. As Knox says in that sermon,
when we are tempted, we are really following in the
footsteps of Jesus. We are not the first to be tempted,
our Lord has been there before us. Remember Hebrews
4:15: ‘For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet
was without sin’. Do you see the point? He is able to
sympathise with our weaknesses and to intercede for
us before the throne of God. He has been there! When
we are tempted, we must seek God’s strength to help
us resist, as Jesus did.

23rd October
Luke 4:14-22
Early in his public ministry, after his baptism and
temptations and after spending some time in Galilee,
Jesus returns to Nazareth, his hometown. On the
Sabbath, Jesus was asked to read the Scriptures in the
synagogue. He read Isaiah 61:1-2 and then made this
dramatic claim: ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing’. There are two things we can take from this.
First, Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah. Isaiah 61
was recognised as a ‘messianic’ passage, one which
referred to the Messiah who would come from God. By
saying that the passage had been fulfilled in their
hearing, Jesus was making an astonishing claim.
Second, Jesus was describing his ministry in terms of
the work of the Holy Spirit. In verse 18, Jesus quotes
Isaiah 61: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me…’ Jesus was
saying that, because he had been endowed with the
Holy Spirit, he was able to do the great things of which
they had heard. At this point we read in verse 22, ‘All
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his lips’. As we shall see
tomorrow, that would soon change.

24th October
Luke 4:23-30
Having read the Scriptures, Jesus went on to address
the synagogue. He knew what they were thinking: do
here in Nazareth some of the miracles you have done
in Capernaum. We know, however, from Matthew 13:5458, that when he went to Nazareth, ‘he did not do many
miracles there because of their lack of faith’. What
really angered them, as we see in verses 25-27, was that
he spoke of how God had worked among the Gentiles.
This was like a red rag to a bull. Notice what happened,
‘All the people in the synagogue were furious when
they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the
town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the
town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff.
But he walked right through the crowd and went on his
way’. They were quite happy to admire him and sing
his praises when he claimed to be the Messiah but one
positive word about God working among the Gentiles,
and they try to kill him!

25th October
Luke 4:31-37
This passage speaks to us of two things which marked
out the ministry of Jesus, namely, authority and power.
When he taught in the synagogue in Capernaum, we
are told that, ‘they were amazed at his teaching,
because his message had authority’. At the end of the
Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 7:28-29, we have the
same thing: ‘the crowds were amazed at his teaching,
because he taught as one who had authority, and not
as their teachers of the law’. This man was different,
and people could see the difference, his teaching had
authority. We know that he spoke with authority
because he was the Son of God and had come from the
Father, but they did not yet know that. There was also
power in his ministry: the power to cast out evil spirits,
the power to heal, even the power to raise the dead.
No wonder ‘the news about him spread throughout the
surrounding area’. Do we accept the authority of Jesus
and so believe what he taught? Have we experienced
his power to transform lives?

26th October
Luke 4:38-44
The prophecy begins with the news that God told
Jonah to go to preach in Nineveh. This was a word
from the Lord, but Jonah refused to listen to the Lord’s
instructions. The second thing we see in this chapter is
a picture of Jonah running away from God. It was bad
enough refusing to obey God’s instructions but now he
runs away from God. Jonah went in the opposite
direction to where God wanted him to go. Running
away from God led Jonah into deep trouble (literally).
These verses speak to us of the sovereign power of
God. God was able to have Jonah thrown into the sea
and God was also able to rescue him from the sea. God
used the sailors. Do you know people like Jonah? They
know the Gospel and they know God’s call to turn back
to him, but they refuse to listen to God and they try to
run away and live their lives according to their own
wishes and desires. The truth is that when we try to
run away from God, it always ends badly.

27th October
Luke 5:1-11
Jesus uses Peter’s boat as an offshore pulpit and then
tells him to go fishing. Peter is reluctant, having
worked all night and caught nothing but reluctantly
agrees. He and his companions are astonished by the
huge catch and Peter fell at Jesus’ knees. Notice he
immediately says, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful
man’. He knew that he was in the presence of someone
who was holy and who was from God. When we come
into the presence of God, we should be conscious of
our sin, in contrast to the holiness of God. Jesus’
response is to call Peter and his companions to follow
him and become his disciples. Instead of catching fish,
they would ‘catch men’. Isn’t it wonderful that Jesus
chose ordinary, rough fishermen to be his first
disciples? We might feel inadequate to serve Christ
and no doubt they did too, but Jesus told them not to
be afraid, just to follow.

28th October
Luke 5:12-16
This story shows how a healing miracle and its
consequences actually made it more difficult for Jesus
to preach. Nevertheless, despite its unfortunate
consequences, we can see the love and compassion of
Christ in the healing of the leper. In this incident, there
are only two characters: the first is an untouchable,
conscious of his own state, earnestly desiring to be
cleansed and humble enough to ask for that cleansing,
believing that Christ had the power to heal. The other
figure is the compassionate figure of Christ himself.
The older versions of the Bible tell us that Jesus was
‘moved with pity’. He didn’t flinch from touching the
loathsomeness of the man’s leprosy. This leper reached
out to Jesus in faith and Jesus, full of compassion,
responded to that faith and healed the man. We could
almost say that this story is a parable or summary of
the Christian gospel. If we come to Christ, recognising
our sin and our need to be cleansed from it; and if we
recognise that only Christ is able to do this, then Jesus
will respond to us as he did to the leper, and we too
shall be healed. If we have never come to the place
where Christ is waiting to cleanse us from sin, then we
have never begun to live!

29th October
Luke 5:12-16
We read these verses again today to make a more
general point about obedience. The law laid down
certain things which had to be done by a leper who
was cleansed, and Jesus told the man to do this, but he
also instructed him to tell no one of what had
happened. Unfortunately, the man disobeyed. We see
this more clearly in Mark’s version of the story (Mark
1:40-45). The result of this was ‘that Jesus could no
longer openly enter a town but was out in desolate
places’. One writer draws a general principle from this:
‘disobedience to the express command of Christ, even
if undertaken from the best possible motives, can lead
only to a hampering and a hindering of Christ’s work’.
No doubt the leper acted from the best of motives. He
had been healed and he wanted to tell everyone the
good news. The problem was that the one who healed
him had told him not to do this. We must obey God,
speaking by his Spirit through his Word, even if we
think we know better.

30th October
Luke 5:17-26
This incident took place a few days later, when Jesus
was in a house in Capernaum preaching to the people.
As Luke tells us, Pharisees and teachers of the law from
a wide area had also gathered to hear him. The man
who was paralysed had some friends who carried him
to Jesus. Finding no way through the crowd, and being
both determined and creative, they climbed onto the
roof and lowered their friend to the feet of Jesus. Jesus
saw their faith and said to the paralytic ‘your sins are
forgiven.’Jesus was not saying that the man’s sins
caused his illness, rather he was using this man to
demonstrate something very important. Jesus was not
simply concerned to heal bodies; his main concern was
to bring forgiveness and to save souls. When Jesus
spoke about the forgiveness of sins, the teachers of the
law immediately objected, although they did not at first
give voice to their objection. Jesus knew what they
were thinking and challenged them. The religious
leaders were quite clear in their minds that only God
can forgive sins and they were right! It is perfectly true
that only God can forgive sins but, of course, what they
did not know (or refused to recognise) is that Jesus is
God. The religious leaders could not accept was that
Jesus himself was God in the flesh. But the ordinary
people believed, and they praised God.

31st October
Luke 5:27-32
If we compare this story with Matthew 9:9 it is clear
that Levi was another name for Matthew. This man was
a tax collector. Jesus called Levi to be a disciple and
then went to have dinner in his house. At the dinner,
there were other tax collectors and ‘sinners’ (verse 30).
The tax collectors were the quislings who co-operated
with the hated Roman authorities. The ‘sinners’ were
the Gentiles who did not keep the law. The Pharisees
were deeply upset by this behaviour. How could Jesus,
as a Jew, associate with such people? Jesus answered
in the famous words of verses 31-32: ‘It is not the
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance’.
Jesus always insisted that he had come for the lost, for
sinners. Do we recognise ourselves to be sinners, for
whom Jesus came?

NOVEMBER

1st November
Luke 5:33-35
This controversy in our passage concerned fasting. The
question was asked, ‘Why do John’s disciples and the
disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not
fast?’ Jesus responded by saying that in a time of
joyous celebration no one thinks of fasting. His
disciples would behave differently when he was gone.
This is one of the early statements by Jesus that he
would be ‘taken from’ his disciples. Jesus knew that the
time would come when he would have to go through
death for the salvation of sinners. His whole life was
governed and guided by the plan of salvation, in
obedience to his father’s will.

2nd November
Luke 5:36-39
The key point of Jesus’ message comes out in verses
36-39. Jesus points out that you don’t put a new patch
on an old piece of cloth, and you don’t put new wine in
old wineskins. What does this mean? Well, it means
that the Gospel was something new, breaking into the
old Jewish ways and could not be contained by those
old Jewish ways. The Pharisees and others were trying
to squeeze Jesus into an old mould, but his Person and
his gospel demanded a completely new beginning.
They wanted the messiah to come but only if he fitted
into the accepted structures of Jewish religious life. In
other words, they wanted Messiah, but they didn’t want
anything to change! Many people today want God to
come to their churches and to bring reformation and
renewal, but they don’t want anything to change. This
is not possible. When God comes into a situation,
change takes place. Are we ready for change?

3rd November
Luke 6:1-5
The disciples plucked ears of corn as they walked
through a field and were accused of breaking the
Sabbath law against harvesting! Jesus told them a story
of how the great King David had ‘broken’ the Sabbath
and then said, ‘The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath’.
These Pharisees were trying to impose their rules
(many of them added to what Scripture says) on the
one who is Lord of the Sabbath. It was he who, with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, as one God, gave us the
Sabbath. The Pharisees had made the Sabbath a
burden, but it was, in reality, a good gift from God to be
enjoyed, not a burden to be borne. What a wonderful
gift to be able to rest one day in seven. What a joy to
have a day holy to the Lord. What a privilege to have a
day when we can gather together for worship.

4th November
Luke 6:6-11
In this second story, Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath
and is accused. The motives of his accusers were very
clear, as we read in verse 7, they ‘were looking for a
reason to accuse Jesus’. These people were more
concerned with their petty regulations instead of
having a concern for people. As we saw yesterday, we
must recognise that the Lord’s Day (the Christian
Sabbath) is a good gift from God to be enjoyed and
relished. There are two wrong views: those who ignore
the Lord’s Day and treat it like any other day. Second,
those who make it into an oppressive regime which
brings judgement and unhappiness instead of joy.
When Jesus healed the man with the shrivelled hand
on the Sabbath, he was demonstrating the importance
of compassion and also making it clear that ‘the
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath’
(Mark 2:27).

5th November
Luke 6:12-16
Jesus chose twelve men to be his disciples. Some of
them are well known because of the parts they played
in the story of Jesus. Peter, James and John formed the
inner circle, and we know the stories of Andrew,
Thomas and Judas Iscariot. There are, however, three
disciples of whom we know practically nothing: James,
son of Alphaeus, Judas the son of James (also called
Thaddaeus) and Simon the Zealot. Although we know
virtually nothing about these disciples, we can surely
assume that they lived and died serving Christ. Here is
the lesson of the forgotten disciples, those who didn’t
make the headlines. In serving Christ we may be well
known or entirely unknown but what counts is the
service we give to our Lord.

6th November
Luke 6:17-26
Having chosen his disciples, Jesus speaks to them
about blessing and rejoicing. He recognises that some
of them are poor, some of them are hungry, some of
them are grieving and some of them are suffering
opposition, even persecution. He assures them of the
blessing to come with the words, ‘great is your reward
in heaven’. No matter what they might suffer now in
the case of Christ, days of blessing will come. He then
turns to speak to those who appear to have everything
that this world offers but who will ultimately be judged.
Taking the rest of Scripture into account we can say
that it is better to be poor and oppressed with Christ
than to have riches and power without Christ.

7th November
Luke 6:27-36
These are words which we also have in the Sermon on
the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel (5:39-42). They are
perhaps the most difficult command of Jesus to obey.
As human beings, we often fail to love family and
friends as we should, never mind loving our enemies.
Once again, Jesus turns the values of the world upside
down. His way is different: ‘Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who ill-treat you’. Notice that the
main reason for acting this way is because God does!
He shows love to his enemies and blesses human
beings who have rejected him (verses 35-36). This is his
example to us.

8th November
Luke 6:37-42
Why are we so quick to judge the behaviour of others
and yet equally quick to make excuses for our own
behaviour? Jesus says that if we judge, we will be
judged; if we condemn, we will be condemned; if we do
not forgive, we will not be forgiven. Why do we try to
take the speck out of our brother’s eye when there is a
plank in our own? In all of these ways, Jesus challenges
us to think better of others and to recognise our own
failings. History is littered with mistaken judgements
based on incomplete information. How often have we
judged someone, only to realise later that we didn’t
have all the facts? Worse, how often have we shared
our mistaken judgement with others, making it spread?
We must heed these words of Jesus very carefully.

9th November
Luke 6:43-45
In the Bible, we have many descriptions of the life of
faith (and the life of sin) which are explained using the
illustration of trees and fruit, or plants and growth. For
example, Psalm 1:3 describes the righteous person in
this way: ‘He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does
not wither’. In the next verse, sinners are described:
‘They are like chaff that the wind blows away’.In our
passage today, Jesus tells us that, just as you can tell a
tree by its fruit, so you can tell whether human beings
are good or evil by the quality of their lives. What
human beings are like inside will soon become
obvious on the outside. Later, Paul spelt this out in
Galatians 5, speaking about the ‘fruit of the Spirit’. Do
our lives show evidence of the fruit of God’s Spirit? Or
are we like the chaff that will be blown away?

10th November
Luke 6:46-49
Jesus was addressing those who called him ‘Lord’ but
did not obey his teaching (verse 46). Clearly, there
were those who paid lip service to Christ but no more.
They wanted to be part of his circle of disciples and
followers but were not prepared to live as he taught
them. It is also clear from these words of Jesus that
some people thought that they were in the kingdom
but were deceiving themselves. It is in this context that
Jesus tells the parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders.
That helps us to understand its meaning and purpose.
Jesus wanted to make it clear that being one of his
followers involved obedience and commitment. Or, to
put it in the words of Jesus, a Christian is someone
who does the will of our heavenly Father. In James 1:22
it is put very succinctly: ‘Do not merely listen to the
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says’.

11th November
Luke 6:46-49
We saw the background to this parable yesterday.
Today we look at it more closely. Jesus explains that a
wise man is one who hears his words and puts them
into practice (verse 47). As an illustration, Jesus says
that this wise man is like the one who builds a house
on a solid foundation, on a rock. Such a house cannot
be shaken even by the worst weather (verse 48). The
foolish man, on the other hand, builds his house
without a foundation. Such a house will fall and be
destroyed when the storm comes (verse 49). The
message is clear: foundations are important, and we
must build only on a solid foundation. Notice, however,
that just any old foundation will not do. Jesus is very
specific. The only foundation worth building upon is
his teaching. Do we build our lives on the solid
foundation which is the teaching of Jesus?

12th November
Luke 7:1-10
In this passage, we have the story of the centurion who
had faith in Jesus and whose servant was healed. There
are three things we can say about this man. First, he
was a godly man (verses 4-5). His reputation was well
established and well deserved. Second, he was a
humble man (verses 6-8). He did not feel good enough
to have Jesus enter his home or even to meet him in
person. Third, he was a man of faith (verse 9). He
trusted in Jesus, recognised the authority of Jesus and
believed that Jesus could meet his needs. This passage
challenges us to ask ourselves some questions: Are we
Godly? Are we humble? Are we men and women of
faith? The most important point in the story, of course,
is that the centurion had faith, a faith so great that it
amazed Jesus and he said he’d never met anyone with
such faith. The writer to the Hebrews tells us (11:6) that
without faith it is impossible to please God. Only by
faith can we be right with God.

13th November
Luke 7:11-17
As Jesus approaches the town of Nain, with a crowd of
followers, they meet a funeral procession. A young
man has died. His mother, a widow is distraught, and
Jesus has compassion for her. Luke says, ‘his heart
went out to her’ (verse 13). Jesus then raises the young
man from the dead and gives him back to his mother.
There are similar stories from the life of Elijah (1 Kings
17) and of Elisha (2 Kings 4). What stands out here is the
love and compassion of Jesus. Since he is God
incarnate, this allows us a glimpse into the Father heart
of God. Just as Jesus showed love to the woman, so
God shows love and compassion to us. Indeed, he
loved us so much that he sent his son (John 3:16).

14th November
Luke 7:18-23
When John the Baptist sent messengers to ask if Jesus
was really the Messiah, he pointed them to the
miracles he had performed. In other words, the
miracles that Jesus did were in order to prove his
identity as the Son of God. There are various passages
which support this interpretation, including three
passages from John 10 (19-21; 24-25; 37-38). The miracles
performed by the disciples had the same purpose of
authenticating their ministry, as we see in 2
Corinthians 12:12: ‘The things that mark an apostle –
signs, wonders and miracles – were done among you
with great perseverance’. God was doing a new thing
and the miracles were designed to authenticate it.
Miracles still happen today but not as frequently as in
that initial period of Christian growth. Indeed, if you
take the Bible as a whole, you will find that miracles
took place at only a few critical points in the history of
the people of God.

15th November
Luke 7:24-35
Jesus speaks here about John the Baptist in the highest
possible terms. He says that he was not only a prophet
(as the people believed) but in fact much more than
that. Indeed, Jesus declares him to have been the one
promised in the Old Testament, the forerunner of the
Messiah, the one who would prepare the way. The
Pharisees did not accept that John was a prophet and
refused his baptism. They also rejected Jesus and his
teaching. Jesus points out the contrary nature of their
criticisms. Since John did not eat bread or wine, they
said he had a demon. Since Jesus did eat bread and
drink wine, they said he was a glutton and a drunkard!
In other words, they would always find something to
criticise but, in doing so, they missed both the
forerunner and the Messiah.

16th November
Luke 7:36-50
Jesus is having dinner at the home of a Pharisee
named Simon when something dramatic happens. A
woman who had lived a sinful life comes in with a jar
of perfume. As she stands beside Jesus, she is weeping.
She uses the tears to wipe Jesus’ feet, dries them with
her hair and then pours perfume on them. This causes
great consternation because Simon and others knew
the woman to be a sinner and could not understand
why Jesus would allow such a woman to touch him.
This provides Jesus with an opportunity to teach Simon
an important lesson. He tells the parable of the two
men whose debts had been cancelled. The message is
clear, the one who had the greater debt will love more
the person who cancelled the debt. In the same way,
this woman loved much because she has been forgiven
much.

17th November
Luke 7:36-50
We saw yesterday that Jesus rebuked Simon and
praised the sinful woman. We read the story again to
note verses 48-50. Jesus forgives the woman’s sins.
Those present are amazed and say, ‘Who is this who
even forgives sins?’ Earlier in this Gospel, Jesus had
the same reaction when he healed the paralysed man:
‘The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began
thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks
blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
(5:21)’. The truth is that Jesus is God incarnate and is
able to forgive sins. He tells the woman to go in peace
that her faith has saved her. This last point is worth
stressing: it is faith which leads to the forgiveness of
sins.

18th November
Luke 8:1-15
This parable of the sower is also found in Matthew 13
and in Mark 4. It is a parable of the kingdom of God. In
verses 1-8, Jesus tells the parable and then, in verses 915, he explains its meaning. When the seed is sown,
there are different results. In some cases (the seed
along the path), it does not take root at all. In some
cases (rocky ground), it does take root but, due to a
lack of soil, it comes up too quickly and then dies. In
some cases (among thorns) it grows but is then choked
to death. Finally, in some cases, the seed takes root,
grows and produced a crop. Jesus explains that it is the
same when the message of the Gospel is preached.
The good news is that, even though so much of the
seed is lost, there is still a good crop. The Gospel
produces a harvest, even though many do not receive
the Word as they should.

19th November
Luke 8:16-18
A lamp is of no use to anyone if it is hidden under a
bed or in a stone jar. In order to be useful, it needs to
be on a stand where it can give light to the whole
house. Matthew, in his Gospel, puts it like this: ‘Neither
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead,
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone
in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven (5:15-16)’. Luke uses the
illustration to say something about listening (to Jesus’
teaching). Jesus is the light of the world, and his
teaching brings light. As Christians, Jesus calls us to be
the light of the world. This is a great responsibility. Do
our lives and our teaching bring light in dark places?
Does what we say and do reflect Christ?

20th November
Luke 8:19-21
Jesus mother and brothers were not initially persuaded
that he was the Messiah. In fact, they thought he was
mad (Mark 3:21). His own brothers did not believe in
him (John 7:5). Here in our passage his mother and
brothers come to see him. Jesus uses the occasion to
explain that a Christian has brothers and sisters who
are not blood relatives. Mark, in his Gospel, puts it like
this, ‘Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing
outside, they sent someone in to call him. A crowd was
sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother
and brothers are outside looking for you”. “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” he asked. Then he looked at
those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are
my mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will
is my brother and sister and mother” (3:31-35)’. If we are
Christians, then we are related to every other
Christian.

21st November
Luke 8:22-25
This is the story of Jesus calming the storm. We have
perhaps known this story from childhood. Jesus is
asleep in the boat. The storm comes and the disciples
are afraid. They waken Jesus and then he calms the
storm. If we look deeper, however, we see that this
story tells us something about the Kingdom of God. It
tells us that the Kingdom of God is not a place like an
earthly Kingdom but rather the Kingdom of God
extends wherever God exercises his kingly power. Now
in one sense, God is King over the whole Universe and
in control over the whole Universe, but yet there is a
devil who is described as the ‘god of this world’ and
Jesus made it clear that there were two kingdoms.
When Jesus calmed the storm, then, he was exercising
‘kingdom authority’ and was demonstrating that he had
been sent by the King. No wonder the disciples were
astonished. The Kingdom of God as taught by Jesus has
a present as well as a future reference. It refers to what
God is doing here and now, and it also refers to the
future home of the people of God.

22nd November
Luke 8:26-39
Jesus goes to the area of the Gerasenes, where he is
met by a man with an evil spirit, who was living among
the tombs and in the hills. He was an immensely
powerful man, such that even chains would not hold
him – he simply broke them apart. There was no one
who could control or overpower him. He cried out
when he saw Jesus but Jesus ordered the demons to
leave him and go to the pigs instead and the man was
healed. The man then began to witness to Christ,
telling everyone what the Lord had done for him.
Consider the final condition of the man as described in
verse 35: ‘When they came to Jesus, they found the
man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at
Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they
were afraid’. Quite apart from the basic facts of the
story I believe that this passage raises some significant
issues. First, the supernatural power of evil; second, the
victory of Christ; third, spiritual warfare; and fourth,
God’s Judgement.

23rd November
Luke 8:40-56
There are two stories entangled here. Let’s consider
them one at a time. We begin with the healing of
Jairus’ daughter (verses 40-42 and 49-56). The first thing
we see in this story is the faith of Jairus. He pleaded
with Jesus to come to his house because his only child,
a daughter, was dying. The girl was only twelve and we
can imagine the pain and anxiety of Jairus. Then we
have a crisis of doubt. Someone came from Jairus’
house to say that his daughter had died and that he
shouldn’t trouble Jesus any further. Jesus reassured
Jairus by telling him to believe that his daughter would
be healed. When they came to the house Jesus told the
mourners that the girl was not dead. They laughed in
his face. They knew she was dead. Then, in an
astonishing act, Jesus healed the girl and told her
parents to give her something to eat. A great miracle
had taken place. Faith in Jesus can lead to miracles!

24th November
Luke 8:40-56
The other story in these verses is the story of the
woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve
years. In Mark’s version of the story, we are told that
‘She had suffered a great deal under the care of many
doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of
getting better she grew worse’ (verse 26). Despite her
suffering, this woman had a remarkable faith. No one
else could heal her but she believed that, if only she
could touch Jesus’ cloak, she would be healed. Having
touched Jesus, she was indeed healed. Jesus
immediately recognised that power had gone out from
him and asked who had touched him. The disciples
didn’t understand, there were many people crowding
around him, surely many people had touched him.
Jesus knew, however, that this was different. The
woman duly confessed, and Jesus said to her,
‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace’. This
was a victory of faith.

25th November
Luke 9:1-9
Jesus sends his disciples out on a mission, to preach
the Kingdom of God, to cast out demons and to heal
the sick. This all comes to the attention of Herod, who
had a bad conscience because he had killed John the
Baptist. Mark, in his Gospel, puts it like this: ‘Herod
heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well
known. Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been
raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous
powers are at work in him”. Others said, “He is Elijah”.
And still, others claimed, “He is a prophet, like one of
the prophets of long ago”. But when Herod heard this,
he said, “John, the man I beheaded, has been raised
from the dead!” This story tells us that no one is above
God’s law. Herod and Herodias clearly felt that they
could do as they pleased and were very disturbed
when John the Baptist said otherwise. They imagined
themselves to be too important and too powerful to be
concerned with right and wrong, good and bad, so John
was beheaded. Now Herod realised that they have
broken God’s law and he is afraid. To stand against
God is foolishness.

26th November
Luke 9:10-17
By this time, crowds had begun to follow Jesus
wherever he went. On this occasion, he and his
disciples were on the far shore of the Sea of Galilee, at
Bethesda and this huge crowd gathered. Notice (verse
11) that Jesus welcomed them and taught them about
the kingdom of God. This was the prevailing theme of
his teaching throughout his ministry. At the same time,
he had compassion for them and wanted to feed them.
First, he challenged his disciples to feed them: ‘you
give them something to eat’. They could not do it, so
Jesus made the crowd sit down and, with only five
loaves and two fish, he fed 5,000 people. This was a
truly great miracle which proves that Jesus had power
and authority. What must it have been like to
experience that great miracle? No wonder the crowds
followed him everywhere. Even if the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law did not understand, the ordinary
people saw and believed.

27th November
Luke 9:18-27
We know from the other Gospels that this incident
took place when Jesus and his disciples were in the
general vicinity of Caesarea Philippi. While they were
walking along Jesus asked them a question. ‘Who do
the crowds say I am?’ The answers given reflect the
confusion which existed in the minds of many people
as to the true identity of this man from Nazareth. Some
people thought that he was John the Baptist raised
from the dead. That was certainly the view of King
Herod who had rightly a very bad conscience about
John’s death. Others thought he was Elijah, there being
a prophecy in Malachi to the effect that Elijah would
come before the Messiah to prepare the way. In fact,
Jesus later said that this prophesy applied not to
himself but to John the Baptist (Matt. 17:11-13). Still,
others thought that Jesus was simply one of the
prophets, another messenger from God sent to the
people of Israel. But Jesus was not only interested in
public opinion; he wanted to know what the disciples
themselves thought. ‘But what about you?’ he asked.
‘Who do you say I am?’ At this point in the story, we
have one of the most important statements in the New
Testament. Peter answered, ‘the Christ of God’.Here,
then, is the answer to the question of the identity of
Jesus: he was the Messiah, the Son of God, the Second
Person of the Trinity, the one whom God sent to
announce the Kingdom of God.

28th November
Luke 9:28-36
This passage of Scripture describes what has come to
be known as the Transfiguration. This story is
important to us because it highlights a number of
significant biblical themes, including the Kingdom of
God, Jesus as Messiah, Jesus as the Son of God, the
testimony of the Old Testament to Jesus, the promise
of his death and resurrection, and the hope of glory.
The importance of the story was recognised by the
early Christians because it is one of the few stories
which appears in virtually the same form and at the
same point in all three of what are called the ‘Synoptic
Gospels’ (Matthew, Mark & Luke). Having gone up the
mountain, Jesus was ‘transfigured’ before them. This
word ‘transfigured’ is similar to our word
‘metamorphosis’, the word we use for a great change.
Christ’s body didn’t change but his face shone like the
sun and his clothes became as white as light. Can we
imagine what it must have been like? The word which
springs to mind, and which has always been associated
with the Transfiguration, is ‘glory’. Here was a
revelation of the royal presence, a demonstration that
God was among his people. Or, to put it another way,
the Kingdom of God was revealed. Jesus had come
declaring that the Kingdom of God was at hand and
calling people to repent and believe the Gospel. Now it
could be seen.

29th November
Luke 9:37-45
Our story tells of the healing of a boy with an evil
spirit. Jesus is clearly frustrated by the lack of faith of
his disciples, to whom the boy had been brought. They
had been unable to heal him. Jesus says, ‘O
unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall I
stay with you and put up with you?’ In Matthew 17:20,
Jesus said, ‘I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small
as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move
from here to there” and it will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you’. Even at a human level we can be
so unbelieving never mind at the level of the
miraculous. We tend to be limited by the boundaries of
our own past experiences. If we have not done it, or if
we have not seen it done, or if our minds cannot
understand how it might be done, then it is impossible.
As Christians, we must come to the place where we
believe that our God is great and can do anything. The
father of the sick boy did not quite reach that strong
faith, but he comes part of the way. In Mark’s version of
the story, he says ‘I do believe; help me overcome my
unbelief’. That should be our prayer.

30th November
Luke 9:46-50
The disciples are arguing about who was the greatest
among them. This showed that they had not really
understood the nature of the kingdom of God and
were still thinking in worldly terms. In Mark’s version
of the story (9:35), Jesus explains that the standards of
the kingdom are quite the reverse of the standards of
the world. For the Christian, humility and a sense of
unworthiness are essential. In order to underline this
point, he brings a small child among them and makes
his point very forcibly. Pride is one of the most
common sins, and the most dangerous because it leads
us to have a wrong view of ourselves. Only with
humility can we see ourselves as we really are. The
second part of our passage (49-50) tells us something
more about these disciples. Here we learn that they
were so conscious of their position that they tried to
stop another follower of Jesus from carrying on his
ministry because he was not one of the inner circle.
Jesus rebukes them again, and says ‘whoever is not
against you is for you’. There can be no neutrality once
you have been introduced to Jesus; you are either for
him or against him.

DECEMBER

1st December
Luke 9:51-56
In the previous verses (9:49-50) the disciples tried to
stop someone acting in Jesus’ name ‘because he is not
one of us’. In today’s passage, James and John want to
call down fire from heaven on a Samaritan village
which did not welcome Jesus. Jesus rebukes his
disciples for their violent intentions. In both cases, the
disciples were being urged to exercise love. There are
still some Christians (and denominations) who will
condemn a genuine believer ‘because he is not one of
us’ and there are still those who want to call down
judgement and fire from heaven on those who reject
their message. This was not the way of Jesus.
Condemnation from Jesus came only for immorality or
false doctrine, not for differences between believers.

2nd December
Luke 9:57-62
In a day of falling church numbers, when we want to
see people coming to Christ and joining our
congregations, it is instructive to notice that Jesus
often seemed to turn people away or try to put them
off. There are several examples of this in these verses.
Jesus set the bar high for discipleship and would not
settle for the half-hearted. He wanted men and women
who were whole-hearted, truly committed and who
would persevere in the faith. Do we have that singleminded devotion to Christ and his Gospel which puts
everything else in life in second place, compared to
following him?

3rd December
Luke 10:1-7
Having earlier appointed his twelve disciples, Jesus
now appoints seventy-two more and then sends them
out on mission, two by two. He points out that the
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few and urges
them to pray that more workers will join them in
bringing in the harvest of souls. Today we face similar
problems. There are not enough workers. There is a
shortage of Ministers, it is often difficult to get elders
and deacons and many members and adherents in
churches are unwilling to commit themselves to
weekly service for the kingdom. They want to be free
to come when they please and do what they want. We
must pray for more dedicated and enthusiastic workers
to join us in the work of bringing in the harvest.

4th December
Luke 10:1-7
When I was young and invited to take part in mission
and outreach teams, the recruitment message was, ‘Join
the team, you will have a great time’. Jesus’ message to
the seventy-two was that he was sending them out ‘like
lambs among wolves’.Elsewhere he told his disciples
that they would be persecuted. Once again, we see
Jesus forcing people to count the cost. It was not easy
to share the gospel in Jesus’ day and it is not easy to
share the gospel today. The opposition we face as
Christians today (like the opposition in Jesus’ day)
often comes from the State, or minorities with loud
voices, or from secularists and atheists. Like the
seventy-two, we must recognise the difficulties and
dangers but press on with the work, to win people for
Christ.

5th December
Luke 10:8-16
The seventy-two were to go out with the good news
about the kingdom of God and some people would
welcome them, listen to the message and believe in
Christ. Others, however, would reject the message.
Jesus makes it clear in these verses that, to reject the
message brought by the disciples, was to reject him.
Also, in rejecting Jesus they were rejecting the Father
who had sent him and only judgement follows such a
rejection. One striking point is where Jesus says that
the miracles done in certain cities ought to have
brought them to repentance. The failure of nations to
fall before God in repentance will inevitably bring
judgement.

6th December
Luke 10:17-20
The seventy-two return to Jesus, rejoicing in all that
they had seen and done. The demons had been cast
out and miracles had been done. You can sense their
excitement at being part of this. Jesus explains that
Satan had fallen like lightning from heaven. Some see
this as a reference to the fall of Satan and his fellow
angels, prior to the fall of humanity in Genesis 3. In
that case, Jesus would be reminding them that,
although Satan (the devil) is an enemy, he has been
cast out of heaven and has only limited power
compared to the great power of God. Others see this
as a reference to the fact that, when the followers of
Jesus go out with the good news about the kingdom of
God, Satan is not able to defeat them. Either way, it is
an encouraging message about the power of Almighty
God compared to the puny and short-term power of a
mere fallen angel.

7th December
Luke 10:17-20
We read these verses again today, lest we miss an
important point. Jesus tells them that he has given
them power over evil and power to do miracles but
then says, in verse 20: ‘However, do not rejoice that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven’. Do you see the point? The seventytwo were rejoicing in the power they had been given
to do miracles and to defeat evil spirits but the greater
cause for rejoicing was that their ‘names are written in
heaven’. The greatest cause for rejoicing was their
names were written in the lamb’s book of life (see
Philippians 4:3; Hebrews 12:23; and Revelation 21:27).
Miracles are great but to belong to Christ is greater
still.

8th December
Luke 10:21-24
There is a great deal packed into these verses. First,
Jesus praises God that the truth about the kingdom of
God has been understood by children rather than the
wise. That is to say, only those with a simple child-like
faith will see and understand what God is doing. Many
intellectuals, on the other hand, will scorn and demand
more evidence. The second point here is that Jesus is
the one who reveals God to us. Only the Son truly
knows God (because he is God) and we can only know
God is Jesus reveals him to us. There is no other way
to God except through Jesus. Finally, Jesus points out
to his disciples that they are truly blessed because
they have seen things that no one else has seen. They
have been blessed with that child-like faith which
recognises Jesus as Lord and so they have come to
know the Father through him.

9th December
Luke 10:25-37
This parable, like most of the parables, has a context.
We are told in Luke 10:25 that ‘an expert in the law
stood up to test Jesus’. We’re not told the man’s name
or anything much about him, but we are told about his
qualifications and his motives. First, his qualifications:
he was well able to ask a question because we are told,
he was an ‘expert’. Second, his motives: he was trying
to test Jesus. That is to say, he was trying to trick Jesus,
to trip him up. In my experience, there are four kinds
of questions which people ask. First, there is the
genuine question seeking information or explanation;
second, there is the question designed to show off how
much the questioner already knows; third, there is the
hostile question, going straight into the attack; then
fourth, there is the question which is designed to trip
you up. It is this last kind of question which we find
here.

10th December
Luke 10:25-37
Although the question asked by the expert in the law
was intended to trip Jesus up, it was a good question
and one that ought to be asked: ‘what must I do to
inherit eternal life?’ Jesus immediately turned the
question back on the expert: ‘What is written in the
Law?’ he replied. ‘How do you read it?’ The expert then
gave a fine answer. He quoted two passages from the
Old Testament. First, from a passage known to the Jews
as the Shema, in Deuteronomy 6:5 and then from
Leviticus 19:18. Jesus commended the man for his
answer. Indeed, he had used a similar answer himself
in an encounter mentioned in Matthew 19 and Mark 12.
It was a good answer because it was an excellent
summary of the law of God, as represented by the Ten
Commandments. The Ten Commandments can be
divided into two parts: the first part, which tells us to
love God and the second part which tells us to love our
neighbours. Love God and love your neighbour: that is
what is required of us.

11th December
Luke 10:25-37
We continue to consider the parable of the Good
Samaritan. The expert in the law wanted to justify
himself, so asked who his neighbour was. In answer,
Jesus tells the well-known parable. A man is attacked,
stripped, beaten, robbed and left for dead. A priest
passes by on the other side. A Levite also passed by on
the other side. Then finally a Samaritan comes, who
‘took pity’ on him and helped him. It is difficult for us
to catch the sense of the shock this parable would
have had without understanding the hatred that
existed between the Jews and the Samaritans. If Jesus
had been telling the story to some Jews in Jerusalem
today, he might have said, ‘And along came a
Palestinian…’ Do you see the point? The help came
from the most unexpected source and those who might
reasonably have been expected to help were found
wanting.

12th December
Luke 10:25-37
When he had finished the parable, Jesus confronts the
lawyer again. Jesus said, ‘which of these three do you
think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?’ The expert in the law replied, ‘The
one who had mercy on him’. Jesus told him, ‘Go and do
likewise’. Notice the words go and do likewise. The
lawyer wanted a theological argument, but Jesus was
telling him to practice the truth. On many occasions
when people want to argue about aspects of the
Christian faith, the real issue lies behind the argument
and very often the real issue is obedience and
submission to God. Go and do…As Christians, we are
inclined to want to talk and theologise and argue but
are often lacking in the ‘Go and do’ department!

13th December
Luke 10:38-42
It is easy to feel sympathy for Martha. An important
visitor had arrived and there was much to do. Food had
to be prepared and everything made ready. She was
rushing around doing everything and her sister was
doing nothing! Mary simply sat at Jesus’ feet, listening
to him. No wonder Martha complained to Jesus,
perhaps expecting him to tell Mary to help her. Instead,
Jesus tells Martha that Mary had chosen the better way.
It is possible, for the very best of intentions, to rush
around madly in the service of the church and to miss
what is most important. Are we too busy to stop and
listen to what God is saying by his Spirit through his
Word?

14th December
Luke 11:1-4
The disciples of Jesus want to learn how to pray. Jesus
teaches them to pray by giving them a ‘model’ prayer,
which we today call ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ and which in
other churches and in some other countries is simply
called the ‘Our Father’.It has a simple but important
structure. It begins with worship, focussing on God.
Then it turns to our needs (daily bread). Next, there is
the request for forgiveness and the promise to forgive
others. Finally, we ask God to help keep us away from
temptation. This is not only a useful prayer but a useful
structure for all of our praying. For example, how often
have we rushed into God’s presence asking for things
before we have worshipped him?

15th December
Luke 11:5-8
In these verses, Jesus continues his teaching on prayer.
In the story, a friend arrives unexpectedly at midnight
and the host has no food. He goes to a neighbour at
midnight and asks for help. The neighbour is in bed
but through the sheer persistence of the man at the
door he gets up and provides what he needs. The
message is clear. We must be as persistent in our
praying as the man was in calling to his friend at
midnight to get up. That man was clearly determined.
He was not going to go away until his friend came to
the door. In the same way, we must be persistent in
our prayers. There is a similar story told in Luke 18:1-8,
the Parable of the Persistent Widow. God wants us to
be persistent in prayer. It is his will that we should
come before him day by day with our prayers and
petitions. Are we persistent in prayer or do we give up
easily?

16th December
Luke 22:1-6
This is a striking passage because it tells the story of
Judas Iscariot’s betrayal of Jesus. We are told that
‘Satan entered Judas’ which tells us the ultimate source
of the evil which led to the betrayal. To understand the
context, however, we need to read Mark 14:1-11. There
we read of Jesus being anointed at Bethany in the
house of Simon the leper. Mary, sister of Lazarus and
Martha, demonstrated her love for Jesus by using a
very expensive ointment. Judas Iscariot objected
strongly to what he called a waste of perfume. He
argued that it could have been sold and given to the
poor. In John 12:5-6, we learn that Judas was a thief.
John tells us why Judas Iscariot objected to the ‘waste’
of perfume: ‘He did not say this because he cared
about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper
of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was
put into it’. Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus for thirty
pieces of silver. He was not concerned about the poor,
rather he was concerned that the money was not going
into his bag where he could get his hands on it.

17th December
Luke 22:7-23
This passage describes what has come to be known as
the Last Supper, when Jesus ate the Passover meal with
his disciples, shortly before his crucifixion. We are told
of the arrangements which were made for a room in
which to share the meal and how they all gathered.
Jesus took bread and wine with his disciples and said
that they should use these symbols in the future to
remind themselves of what he was about to do for
them. Then the mood changes and Jesus tells them that
one of them was going to betray him, one of those who
were sharing the meal with him. As we know now,
Jesus was speaking about Judas Iscariot, who was soon
to betray him. What a tragedy, that a disciple, someone
who had been with Jesus for three years and who had
heard Jesus teach and seen his miracles, could be
guilty of such betrayal. Have we ever been in danger of
betraying our Lord, either by what we have said (or
failed to say) or by our actions?

18th December
Luke 22:24-30
In the midst of this last supper, a dispute breaks out.
The disciples began to argue among themselves as to
who was the greatest. Looking back, this seems
incredible but, of course, they did not know what was
about to happen in the next few hours. Jesus stopped
them and explained a striking new principle of servant
leadership. Jesus had already tried to teach them this
(see Mark 9:33-35), but the message had not penetrated.
Jesus helps to drive the point home by explaining that
he himself was not the kind of Messiah they were
expecting. He says, ‘I am among you as one who
serves’ (verse 27). Jesus is God, and yet he became the
‘Servant King’ that we might be saved. Our attitude is
to be the same as his (Philippians 2:5-8). Do we have
that servant heart? Are we prepared to be the servant
of others and accept a lower place?

19th December
Luke 22:31-38
Just as Jesus had predicted Judas Iscariot’s betrayal, so
here he predicts Peter’s denial. Jesus describes how
they would all give way. Peter asserts his loyalty and
says that he was ready to die with Jesus. He was full of
pride in his own strength and courage. He had still to
learn humility and the need to rely on the strength of
Christ rather than on his own strength. Jesus tells him
plainly that he would deny Him three times ‘before the
cock crows today’ (verse 34). There is all the difference
in the world between ‘being confident’ and ‘being
confident in the Lord’. Peter would soon learn the
difference and be broken in the process. Nevertheless,
Jesus was praying for him and, as we know, he would
be restored later and would then provide leadership in
the church.

20th December
Luke 22:39-46
Jesus took his disciples to the Mount of Olives to pray.
He warned them against falling into temptation and
then withdrew to pray alone. He then went through an
agony of soul as he prayed to his Father, asking that, if
it were possible, he might be delivered from what was
about to happen. He said, ‘Father, if you are willing,
take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done’ (verse 42). In other words, Jesus was asking God
his Father to permit him a way of escape from the
suffering and the crucifixion which lay ahead of him.
Nevertheless, he was prepared to go the way of the
cross if that was what his father wanted. The place on
the Mount of Olives where this took place is described
in the other Gospels as Gethsemane, a word which
surely strikes a chord in the heart of every Christian as
we think of all that Christ went through for us. Are we
always ready to do the will of our heavenly Father as
Jesus was?

21st December
Luke 22:47-53
Judas had slipped away early from the Last Supper
(John 13:30). He now returns and brings with him a
well-armed company of priests and temple guards.
They come armed, there is a brief resistance, then
Jesus is taken away. We must not think, however, even
at this stage, that things were out of control. As we
read this account, we see a man who was completely in
control of the situation, who was calm, who was
apparently unafraid and who was quite prepared to
accept what he knew was going to happen.
Gethsemane is past. Jesus had asked for the cup to be
taken from him yet indicated that he was prepared to
do God’s will. Jesus had won through to the place
where he was willing to die. He was entirely ready to
lay down his life for others.

22nd December
John 18:1-11
Although John does not go into the details of Jesus’
anguish like Matthew, Mark, and Luke, it is still evident
He was betrayed, not only by Judas, but also through
the disciples doing the opposite of what He wanted.
With Peter He did not want a fight, with the rest of the
disciples He longed for them to know His purpose.
Even to the very end Jesus only wanted to serve,
through His death to bring redemption and in his very
last miracle, He heals his enemy, Malchus, whose ear
had been cut off by Peter (as seen in Luke 22:51). We
are sometimes in the same frame of mind, thinking that
God wants us to fight for His cause, but we are instead
to show compassion and love to those who treat us
wrongly. Jesus was the perfect example of this through
His death. He could have walked away un-noticed as
He did in the past, although this time He goes willingly
to be sentenced. Through such an act of suffering He
should show the Isaiah prophecies came to pass. Isaiah
53:11 – ‘After he has suffered, he will see the light of life
and be satisfied; by his knowledge, my righteous
servant will justify many, and he will bear their
iniquities’.

23rd December
John 18:12-23
As we see Jesus taken to trial, we must think of how He
felt, a servant willing to put His life up for ransom. He
was now alone and disbanded from His followers, His
disciples, He was to be severed from the world. What is
shown in the questioning of Jesus, they thought more
of status than respect for the truth. Jesus told them He
had not hidden any of His teachings but rather spoke
freely in the places of worship and large gatherings.
Unlike the teachers of the law, they had to do
everything in the dark of night; their dealings were
covered over by lies and deceit – untruths. What is
more, when Peter came to be questioned about his
acquaintance with Jesus, he covered up the truth with
lies! Are we to do the same as we walk through life, do
we speak in one way and act in another? Peter found
himself in a place of darkness and would soon
understand through guilt the failure of speaking
untruth. Let us think of the time we have spoken
wrongly in the Lord’s name and ask for forgiveness.

24th December
John 18:25-37
Peter is still denying being one of the disciples, he
finds himself to be cold; so, he gathers with the other
people in darkness, in the temple courtyard. Peter tries
to blend into the surrounding crowd; he tries to be one
of them watching at a distance. Yet the people around
recognise him to be a disciple, one of Jesus’ followers.
Have we ever been in a place where we wanted to just
fit in rather than justify our actions? Instead, we stand
out like a sore thumb. No, we are not one who is in the
darkness of this world, whether it is because of our
attitude, actions, or our speech. We are found to be
different from those around us. Peter found himself
being known to be different, but his conviction of faith
could not find the true belief in Jesus. What he had
been told previously was not enough to give him
strength in the belief of Jesus’ trial, death, and
resurrection. He did not have the faith to tell others of
the future glory he had heard Christ talk of to him. So,
he denied his Lord and Saviour; he left Him alone to
face all his suffering. Jesus carried it all for you, me,
and Peter. To Him be the glory and honour for great
things He has done.

25th December
John 18:38-19:16
At the beginning of the trial, everyone wanted Jesus to
show He was starting an uprising against the different
authorities present, the ruling Rome, Jews, Religion.
Jesus continues to tell He only wants to bring truth, a
truth that shows a relationship between God and man.
And even within this statement, we see God is first and
man is second, but this was different for the above
authorities! They wanted to be first and above God in
all they did, they wanted to rule over Him. True
worship is that of bowing before Him and His
greatness, accepting His will for our lives, no matter
what. Even to the very end of the trial, Jesus was in
control, and it neither fazed Him nor vexed His speech.
Jesus knew God was in control and He was doing His
will, so the plans of those who thought they were in
control meant nothing. God reigns over all things, and
His glory will shine forever, nothing can stop this fact.
The promise is we’ll see that glory through Jesus’ death
on the cross.

26th December
John 19:17-27
One of the offensive parts of the crucifixion for the
Jews was the sign placed above Jesus. ‘Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews’. It was written in three
languages, so everyone in the region could read it,
which meant those local and visiting could see who
had been killed. Whether Pilate knew it or not, what he
had done was to declare Jesus to be King over the
Jewish people and he had also declared Jesus to be
King from within the land Rome ruled. By declaring
Jesus, who came from Nazareth, a King, an Old
Testament prophecy was fulfilled. The Jewish leaders
were angry at such a statement because they knew
people would see this as pointing to Jesus having
status over them, Rome, and all people. If this man
could have such a position before He was crucified, as
Pilate had stated, what then of His reign as a martyr,
and even when He is raised from the dead. No one had
ever heard of a King coming back from the dead, not
even the powerful Romans. This is the hope we cling
to, Jesus’ death and resurrection.

27th December
John 19:28-37
Under the old system of atonement for sin, many
sacrifices had to be given; this is because a person
sinned again and again. Now the perfect Lamb of God,
Jesus, was to die on the cross and a once and for all
ransom was paid. The death of a person on the cross
was very painful and could take many hours. Jesus was
not only carrying the weight of His body, but He was
also carrying the weight of everyone’s sin, past,
present, and future. ‘He himself bore our sins’ in His
body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live
for righteousness; ‘by His wounds you have been
healed’ (1 Peter 2:24). We must recognise with our
salvation in Christ all the debt has been paid, no more
do we have to give sacrifices and offerings. No longer
does anyone have to suffer and die as Jesus did, He
has cancelled our sin and we can enter the Throne
Room with clean hands and a pure heart.

28th December
John 19:38-42
The two men who came to take Jesus’ body were
followers; they did not do this publicly but quietly in
the background. They had sought permission to
remove and prepare Jesus after His crucifixion. This
was a procedure that was practised by the Jews so the
body of a person could be laid to rest in a tomb. They
would have done this under the cover of darkness, so
as not to be seen, hiding the perfume and cloth
required for the burial. Both men had prominent
positions in the Jewish council, and if seen they could
have faced expulsion or persecution from the Jewish
leaders. We think of the many times when we have
kept our true identity from family, friends, and work
colleagues. Possibly because of the fear of ridicule and
upset, maybe even the loss of friendship or for that
matter, a job. Jesus reminds us that we are to testify
who He is, always. For if we do not, He will not declare
us before His Father, that is the Almighty God. Our
fear, therefore, should not be of man, but rather true
fear of God’s grace, mercy, and justice.

29th December
John 20:1-10
Jesus has been placed in the tomb by two Jewish
leaders in the dark of night, possibly with the aid of
their servants. They, as a group, would have found no
great difficulty in pushing the large stone over the
entrance of the tomb, because a deep hole was
chiselled out of the rock in front of the tomb’s
entrance. This allowed the stone to rest in the hole and
secure the tomb from grave robbers. It was estimated a
group of twenty to thirty strong men would be needed
to attempt to remove the stone; sometimes the task
needed greater construction and would have been
impossible through the night. When Peter and the
other disciple arrived, they saw no evidence of any
construction, or indeed a large group. We can therefore
calculate it was moved by a greater force, even angels!
Why was such a task needed? Jesus had been raised
from the dead, and this was through a physical miracle.
Only God could intervene in such a miracle and show
we will one day do likewise. One day we will meet
Jesus in eternal glory.

30th December
John 20:11-23
What a wonderful experience it was expecting to see
Jesus whom you thought had died, but find him alive,
risen from the grave. How excited the women must
have been, knowing they can spend time with him
again! Not to be, Jesus explains there is much to do.
Go! go! tell the disciples that you have met with me,
and they went. Then Jesus came to them in the locked
room, explaining ‘peace be with you’. He told them to
go to Jerusalem as He was sending them out to tell the
good news that He is alive. They must go and receive
the Holy Spirit and forgive anyone, they must forgive
because if they don’t, they won’t be forgiven. What a
wonderful truth, and one of the hardest to fulfil. Just as
Jesus, the Son of God, forgave all whilst on the cross
after just being beaten, bruised, and pierced, so must
we, no matter what has been done to us.

31st December
John 20:24-31
Thomas acquired the name ‘doubting Thomas’, a term
still used today. We often doubt, especially when
things are going wrong. Thomas was the one who
hadn’t seen Jesus in the flesh after His resurrection, so
it could be seen as natural that he wondered what had
happened. In our own lives, we see many Christians
around us and wonder how can they have so much
faith? This could be because we are going through a
tough time or circumstances.
‘Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything’
(James 1:2-4).
Did Thomas go through a trial, or was this a scene set
for us to see that by not having physically touched
Jesus we would be blessed? We will never know the
answer, but we will experience the blessing of Jesus’
promise by believing in the true Christ, the Son of God.

