I recently spoke at a significant gathering of ministers and elders on the topic of
‘Church unity in times of controversy’. It served to remind me just how difficult church
unity is. For some, it’s a word that carries suspicion and slippery connotations, designed to undermine doctrine. For others, the form and function of church unity is
Dr Jason Curtis simply bureaucratic agreement, i.e. ‘Let’s just stay together for mutual economic or
pragmatic benefit’. Perhaps the rest of us are somewhere in between. The truth is,
unity is a reality for all who are united to God in Jesus Christ, so whatever organisation one belongs
to we are part of one family.
Nevertheless, unity is difficult to express visibly, often because we have an innate drive to win, for
our views / projects / organisations to prevail. What if we had an innate drive to serve, to die, and not
to prevail? Let’s pose it this way: what did the pursuit of unity between God and humanity cost him?
Death. He could have come in the form of a crushing Spirit, who by his voice alone destroys all those
who oppose him, and he would have been justified in doing so, because after all, he alone is right.
But instead he took on the form of a servant and humbled himself, picked up a towel and washed
dirty feet.
The point to make is that RH desires to see gospel unity pursued and lived out in practical ways. This
is why you will find links and info on other events and sister organisations who are working to serve
and equip the church in Scotland. I have partnered with other ministries this past year, and we are
making plans for similar endeavours in the immediate future — all for the sake of God’s kingdom in
Scotland. We will outline some of these plans in upcoming newsletters. Pray for wisdom as we seek
to serve the church in Scotland in a way that strengthens unity. Will you walk with us in this?
- Jason Curtis, Director.
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Probationers’ Gathering
6-8th Sept 2010
Our Probationer’s Gathering — an
event unique to Rutherford House —
met at Crieff Hydro to talk about expectations and potential pitfalls of
married life in the manse. Pray for
these new ministers as they go out
into their first charges!
Huge thanks are due Neil and Dorothy
Urquhart and Terry and Graham Taylor
who led the sessions.

4-6th October Ministers’ Gathering
‘After the RH ministers’ gathering, I changed my entire approach to study and preaching. Since
then, not only has the word come alive for me in a new way, but my people are responding to my
sermons like never before.’
The Ministers’ Gathering — a simple, interactive and personal event — has received such positive feedback we are delighted to be offering another this October and once again on the heels of the one-day
Crieff Fellowship meeting. We begin on Monday, 4 October at 4.30 and finish on Wednesday at lunch.
There will be time for prayer, relaxation, good food and mutual encouragement. There are a few spaces
left so register soon! Lodging is booked directly through the Crieff Hydro, but register for the Gathering
through our website, www.rutherfordhouse.org.uk/events.

1st-2nd October 2010 Global Leadership Summit, St Paul’s & St George’s Church, Edinburgh
Speakers include Andy Stanley from North Point Community Church, Jeff Manion from Ada Bible Church and
Bill Hybels from Willow Creek. You can book online at: http://www.willowcreek.org.uk/gls/home.html

6th November 2010 Preachers’ Workshop, Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh
A preachers’ workshop focusing on the parables with practical examples and exercises. Led by Peter Grainger.
Book your place by emailing peter@2tim4.org. £10 payable at the event.

20th November 2010 Out of the Silent Night Church Conference, St Peter’s, Dundee
Come hear some of the best apologists in the world. Ravi Zacharias, John Lennox, Stuart McAllister and David
Robertson will be speaking in Dundee. For more information: http://www.stpeters-dundee.org.uk/taxonomy/
term/131

Edinburgh Dogmatics
Conference

Scottish Church
History 10 day
Course

29 August—1 September 2011

Plan now to attend the 14th Edinburgh Dogmatics Conference! The topic is the doctrine
of ‘Sanctification’. Confirmed speakers include Oliver O’Donovan, Michael Horton,
Bruce McCormack and Kelly Kapic.

This 10 day tour will take you around Scotland
as you learn about its rich spiritual history.
More information, including prices and how to
register will be posted on our website soon.

More info to follow!

www.rutherfordhouse.org.uk
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American Minister, Charlie Kuthe, is looking to serve a church in Edinburgh next summer while he and his wife
are on a two month sabbatical. They lived in Edinburgh for a year while he worked on a masters by research at
New College. He has been pastoring a church in Vermont for 7 years and is starting work on a Doctorate of
Ministry this January. They are not looking for monetary compensation but would appreciate appropriate accommodation. Please contact our office for more information.
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