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Message From The Chair
Welcome to RCRT’s latest newsletter. At the time of writing,
temperatures in the UK have soared and the ground is parched after
weeks without rain. While such conditions are mild in comparison with
the searing, unrelenting heat of the Middle East, they give a fresh
resonance to the picture of God as His people’s shade, shelter, and
salvation.  We are frequently reminded, not least in the Psalms, that our
only refuge is the Lord, who refreshes our thirsty souls with living water
and brings us to a safe place. As we read in Psalm 121: ‘The Lord will keep
you from all harm – He will watch over your life; the Lord will watch over
your coming and going, both now and forevermore’.

Since our last newsletter, good progress has been made with the
‘Christian Questions’ project, where guest speakers record short videos
addressing a specific question relating to biblical and theological issues.
Five videos have now been completed and eleven more are planned.
Please do spread the word about these presentations and pray that the
messages already delivered, along with those still to be recorded, will be
used by the Lord and will be a blessing to many.

Elsewhere in the newsletter, you can read about recent and forthcoming
publications in the Ecclesiology Series and about Jonathan and Judith
Keefe’s recent study trip to New Zealand, during which they undertook a
qualitative research survey on unity, disunity, and mission in the church.

Please continue to pray that the Lord will provide wisdom and resources
for the various strands of RCRT’s work. Do let us know if you think the
Centre can offer assistance in your own field of ministry and mission.

Marjory Harper, Chair of the RCRT Board



In line with RCRT’s present focus on ecclesiology and Christian unity, one
of our trustees is currently carrying out a ten-week study leave with the
Church of Scotland to research unity and its relationship to mission.  
 Jonathan's primary focus is to investigate presbyterian church unity in
New Zealand. This research has provided him with an opportunity to
travel around New Zealand conducting a qualitative survey with a
number of ministers from two presbyterian denominations (The
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand, and The Grace
Presbyterian Church). 

In his research, Jonathan is investigating people's experience of what
causes division locally and denominationally, as well as what encourages
unity. and reflecting on the relationship between unity and mission from
Jesus' High Priestly Prayer in John 17. 

Every Christian knows unity is important for demonstrating authenticity
in faith, and in obedience to God, but it is not often viewed as a missional
activity in and of itself, convincing people that the Father sent the Son
into the world and loves the world (John 17:23). Jonathan’s travels
conclude in mid-August.

Is Church Unity 
Missional? 

Jonathan and Judith Keefe



Since May RCRT has been

developing a Christian

Questions video ministry. 

 These short videos have been

designed to help Christians

answer the many challenging

questions they face regarding

God, Christianity and the

Bible.  

We live in turbulent times

with war, injustice, and

hardship becoming more

apparent in our world. 

 Naturally, this leads people

to question Christians about

their beliefs and the God they

serve.  

Sometimes there are no easy

answers, or we give an answer

but we feel it was so

inadequate it did little to help.

This is the problem Christian

Questions aims to address.  

So far sixteen ministers have

agreed to deliver a talk for

this series, to whom RCRT is

very grateful.

The first five videos of this

project are now available to

view on our website and

YouTube channel.  Topics

include suffering, the Old

Testament, infant death and

online church.  We are grateful

to Rev Peter Turnbull, Rev

Calum Macmillan, Rev David

Nicolson, Rev Mark Malcolm

and Rev David Rankin for their

contributions. Other videos are

due to be released later this

year.

RCRT would appreciate your

support for this venture. 

 Please pray that this will be

used powerfully for the Lord's

work.  Please also share the

link below with your friends

and family.



 

The series of books we are publishing on Ecclesiology with Wipf &

Stock is moving forward well. The series editors are the Director of

RCRT, Professor Andrew McGowan and Dr John McClean, Vice

Principal of Christ College Sydney.

The first book in the series is by Dr Billy Kristanto from Indonesia

and is entitled, 'Ecclesiology in Reformed Perspective'. It is now

available for purchase on the Wipf & Stock website.

The next two volumes in the series have been submitted to the

publisher. First, Engaging Ecclesiology, being the collected papers

from our Edinburgh Dogmatics Conference in 2021. Second, The New

Reformed Book of Common Order, a completely revised and

expanded version of the book originally published by The National

Church Association of the Church of Scotland in 1977. This revision

was carried out by a team from both the UK and the USA, led by our

Director, Professor McGowan.

Ecclesiology Series Update

Our next volume will be the

World Reformed Fellowship

Statement of Faith in multiple

languages. This work is almost

complete, we are only waiting

for the final edit to be

completed on the Chinese

version. The WRF Statement of

Faith was written by the

Theological Commission of the

World Reformed Fellowship,

chaired by Professor McGowan.
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God’s message for gay people is 
the same as his message for 

everyone. Repent and believe. It is 
the same invitation to find fullness 

of life in God, the same offer of 
forgiveness and deep, wonderful, 

life-changing love.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan and Judith's time in New
Zealand has provided them with
many opportunities to promote the
work of Under the Rainbow on the
other side of the world. The
Facebook page has been drawing
more views over the summer
which is encouraging. Judith will
begin working on new posts for the
next quarter when she returns
home. There is a plan to gain a
wider audience by liking and
sharing new posts promptly
through Facebook, using a strategic
base of supporters – essentially
asking people to ‘champion’ posts. 
 It is hoped this will raise the profile
of the resource.

https://undertherainbow.org.uk/
 

 
          @undertherainbow.org.uk

 

Part of the Good
Book Company’s
‘Questions Christians
Ask’ series, ‘Is God
Anti-gay?’ is a short
and concise book
that provides a 

goldmine of information, advice,
and perspective on the topic of
homosexuality and same-sex
attraction. What gives this book
weight is the fact that the author
is a Christian who experiences
same-sex attraction. Talking
from his personal experience
and pointing to the Bible, Sam
Allberry provides an enlightened
and godly approach to how
Christians should respond to all
sexual sins and how to show the
love of Christ to people while
also holding firm to Gospel and
biblical truths. @utr_org_uk

https://undertherainbow.org.uk/


Another of the latest projects that RCRT has begun is the updating of
a funeral training course created by Rev Nigel Barge and Rev David
Searle.  RCRT funeral training will follow a similar style of teaching to
RCRT's elder training course.  Online and in-person training options
will be available. 

The target audience for this training will be church workers and
ministers, and will hopefully provide a comprehensive guide or
refresher course to those involved in bereavement.  The course will
contain both a leaders' book and a workbook for those attending.
The course covers two distinct areas: visiting the bereaved and
organising and conducting a funeral. More information about this
course will be available in later newsletters.

Funeral Training Course

In 2019, Rutherford House became the Rutherford Centre for
Reformed Theology. There was also a change of location, in that we
moved from an office in Edinburgh to an office in the Highland
Theological College in Dingwall. There was also a sharpening of the
vision whereby the work of RCRT was divided into three areas: first,
research and writing; second, education and training; and third,
promoting the Reformed faith. After three and a half years, it might be
useful to give a ‘progress report’ on our work in these three areas.

 Research and Writing

Our main academic event has always been the Edinburgh Dogmatics
Conference. It began in 1985 and has taken place every two years,
apart from 2019. This has drawn scholars from all over the world and
even more so when we offered the 2021 conference by zoom. As part
of our overall theme of ecclesiology (the doctrine of the church), we
are devoting three conferences to that subject. 

RCRT Update



In 2021 our theme was ‘Engaging Ecclesiology’. The next conference will
be in 2023 on the subject, ‘The Holy Spirit and the Church’. Finally, in
2025 the subject will be ‘Creeds, Confessions and the Church’. The other
main work in this first area has been the RCRT Ecclesiology Series, with
six books to be published over several years, with perhaps more to
follow. Above all, we want to help the Highland Theological College in
its own research development, which will now be headed up by the
recently appointed Professor Mark Elliot (who served for some years on
the Rutherford House Research Committee). Mark will be responsible
for coordinating HTC’s submission for the next Research Excellence
Framework, as part of the University of the Highlands and Islands
submission.

Education and Training

Rutherford House has, almost from its inception, been involved in
education and training. A particular focus has been on elder training.
Apart from the period of lockdown, this work has continued, with the
elders from individual churches and with Presbytery elder conferences
in Ross and in Lewis. The most recent of these training events was in
North Uist. We are also currently in the process of digitising and
updating material originally prepared by David Searle and Nigel Barge
on helping elders to conduct funerals and the associated pastoral
visitation. Another part of our education and training concerns ‘Under
the Rainbow’, a ministry to those who have lost a child, led by two of
our RCRT Board members, Jonathan and Judith Keefe. 

Promoting the Reformed Faith

We agreed from the beginning of this new phase of our work that we
would promote the Reformed faith in partnership with the World
Reformed Fellowship (WRF). This has been a fruitful partnership. As
noted elsewhere in this Newsletter, we are publishing a multi-language
edition of the WRF Statement of Faith, a new confessional statement
for the 21st century. Our Director is also chair of the WRF Theological
Commission which is preparing a ‘Statement on Ecclesiology’ which is to
be presented to the WRF General Assembly in Orlando in October. 
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