
Greetings in the name of our Lord.  As is often his pattern God is surprising us 
with blessing and opportunity, and one such blessing has been the recent arrival 
to our ranks of James Merrick.  James is a PhD student in Aberdeen under John 
Webster, as well as an ordained minister.  On a part time basis, James is assistant 
director for resources, which includes serving as review editor for SBET, supervis-

ing and contributing toward the Rutherford House Reader, assimilating material / resources ger-
mane to church leaders in Scotland and making it available to them via the website or some other means. As you can 
tell, he is a busy boy, but fully capable of doing excellent work (look out for his article in the next Reader).  With his 
help we hope to strengthen church leaders in Scotland who might otherwise not be able to attend one of our gather-
ings or conferences.  So, if our website or other material blesses you and your church, chances are James has been 
working very hard in the background to make that happen.  We are grateful for him. 

 

I must also acknowledge the lengthy and gracious service of two Trustees who have recently  
retired—Rev. David Easton and Rev. Dr. Fergus Macdonald.  David retired at our January meeting 
and Fergus retired in March, both after many years of faithful service.  David was 
involved in the early days of the House, in spite of all his other obligations both in 
his own parish and denominationally.  It was also with heavy heart that he took 
the chair of Trustees after the resignation and subsequent death of Professor 
David Wright.  I was privileged to work with such a gracious man during the 
House’s transition time.  Fergus is a wise, godly and knowledgeable servant of 
God.  Having led the Bible Society for many years, Fergus brought insight into 
charities and the church scene that proved very helpful to RH.  Our deep apprecia-

tion is due these men.  We will miss them, but wish them well as they continue to serve the Lord in 
different capacities.  - Jason Curtis 

 
Hearing the Word continues to have impact amongst those who use it. Feedback from 
recent meetings in places such as Kirkmuirhill and Milngavie has been very positive and 
highlight the benefit of this tool. The aim of HTW is to provide a basic model for read-
ing the Bible so that folk will grow in knowledge and deepen their walk with God.  Its 
interactive, engaging format makes HTW accessible for veteran and novice, alike. 
Hearing the Word has been so helpful we are making plans to deliver it to 100 

churches around Scotland in two years. This is ambitious, but very possible and certainly much needed. 
 
I say it is possible, but only with your support.  As noted in the previous newsletter, we need 400 new support-
ers at £20 per month in order to carry out our vision.  Your contribution would enable our team to take Hearing 
the Word to many folk around Scotland who need to connect or re-connect with God in the Scriptures.  Please 
go to our website to make a one-off donation (coming soon)  or download a standing order form for a monthly 
contribution. 
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 SBET Subscription Manager 
Our present SBET subscription manager is ready to retire and we need  a 

volunteer to replace him. The key tasks are: keeping subscription informa-

tion up-to-date, managing two SBET mailings annually, record incoming payments, chase up overdue subscrip-

tions. The expected time for these tasks are 2-3 days in January to process payments, half a day monthly for 

updating records, 2 days before both mailings and the actual mailing days.  Full training available.  If inter-

ested please contact info@rutherfordhouse.org.uk   or phone the office at 0131 220 1735.  

Dr. Hans Bayer  Lectures  
10 June 2010  

  

Rutherford House is delighted to have Dr Hans Bayer (Ph.D. University of Aberdeen), joining us for two lectures 

on 10 June 2010. He is Professor of New Testament at Covenant Theological Seminary, St. Louis, U.S.A. Raised 

in Stuttgart, Germany, he taught for ten years at the German Theological Seminary (FTA/FTH) in Giessen and 

helped plant an FeG church in Wetzlar, before moving to St. Louis in 1994 with his American wife and three (now 

adult) children. He loves to explore the interface between New Testament interpretation, biblical theology, mis-

sions, transformation of contemporary culture, and „teaching to teach‟.  

   

10.30 am  Coffee 

11.00 am „Learning and Teaching “Discipleship in the Gospel of Mark” in Dialogue with Contemporary     

                  Cultures‟   

7.00 pm   „What is God doing in the world? The Mission of God in the Message of the book of Acts‟ 

 
The event is being held at Rutherford House, 1 Hill Street, Edinburgh. There is no charge for this event but we do 

ask you to register by contacting our office. 

 
1 Hill St, EDINBURGH, EH2 3JP  Tel: 0131 220 1735 web: www.rutherfordhouse.org.uk  email: info@rutherfordhouse.org.uk 

‘ 

The Logic of     

      Belief 
 by Howard Taylor  

 

 

‘This succinct book challenges the main tenets of 
naturalism. A commendable feature is that 
throughout, Taylor takes great care to distinguish 
arguments that are  
philosophical in character from those that are 
empirical or scientific’  ~ Thomas S Torrance, 
Heriot-Watt University 

 
The cost is £7.00 including P&P in the 

UK. You can order on amazon.co.uk or 

by contacting the office. 

OTHER EVENTS 
6th-7th April 2010 
Mission & Globalisation , Scottish Evangelical Theology Society   
Rutherford House, 1 Hill Street, Edinburgh  EH2 3JP.  
Please go to:   http://www.rutherfordhouse.org.uk/events/ 
 
13-18th April 2010   
New Word Alive, Pwllheli, Wales 
Our vision is to provide a wealth of teaching, training and resources that genuinely serves 
you in the local church, and so enables you to serve the Lord in reaching the world.  For 
more information visit:  
http://newwordalive.org/about-us/new-word-alive-2010 

 

Tuesday 27 April 2010, 7.30pm 
Are science and Christianity really in conflict? ICC is hosting the Glasgow leg of the Test 
of Faith Tour which seeks to bring clarity to the science and faith debate. For more infor-
mation visit www.testoffaith.com/tour 
 

15-17 June 2010 
Servants of the Word Conference  
A 3 day, non-residential conference, focussed on the practical tasks involved in the hard 
work of the staple of ministry: Bible exposition.  For more details go to:  http://
www.cornhillscotland.org.uk/ 

http://newwordalive.org/about-us/new-word-alive-2010

